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Introduction

The Art Deco style was born in a time of modern­
ization when new, fresh ideas and abstract designs en­
couraged people to look at decorative arts in a new light. 
Architects from all over Europe and the United States 
looking to achieve better design standards began break­
ing away from dictated styles of decoration and began 
using various forms of ironwork and sculpture in their 
interior and exterior designs to accent the decor of their 
new structures.

Influenced by the drive for modernization after the 
First World War, architects and artists worked together 
to align art with industry. Designers derived inspiration 
from the past and drew on Persian, Assyrian, Greek, 
Roman, Mayan, and Egyptian designs. Incorporating the 
distinct cultural designs from all around the globe and 
mixing them with modern elements from the industri- 
afizsd era, designers began to develop something new. 
As ues-giis evolvsd, streamlined iridusrria? amhi- 
teciure was tempered by natural, botanical elements 
that created Art Deco styling. Putting tradition aside, 
the Art Deco style that evolved was fresh, playful, and 
inviting with new forms of abstract designs.

The industrial age brought with it many new tech­
nologies that revolutionized the manufacturing pro­
cesses of nearly every industry. Architects and builders 
began to replace the iron beams of the past with stron­
ger, more durable steel, shifting theirfocus toward large 
skyscrapers. The new buildings were designed to be 
more than just structures; they were now intended to 
be beautiful statements of engineering. Inco「porating 
the freshest designs for ornamentation, the designers 
took advantage of many forms of ironwork and sculp­
ture to make buildings objects of great attention, inside- 
and out.

For ironworkers and metal artists, new fabrication 
technologies, such as the advent of the oxyacetyiene 
torch and electrolysis, opened new doors in what was 
technically possible. As the demand for iron ornamen- ■ 
tation grew, companies began implementing prefabri-\ 

cated construction methods to keep up with the de­
mand. Casting had become a less expensive option for 
mass production of more standard iron ornamentation, 
but the best examples of ironwork were from the crafts­
men who used hand-worked wrought iron in the com­
position of one-of-a-kind designs. Competition in the 
decorative ironwork industry forced companies to look 
for new ways to differentiate their products; better de­
signs were the answer. Creating gracefully flowing de­
signs that were delicate yet striking in composition, th a 
ironwork designers were daring and flexible, pioneer­
ing the Art Deco movement and ieading the way in cre­
ating the styling that made thess designs as appealing 
now as they were*at their creation. Gates, doors, room 
dividers, staircases, railings, furniture, and many more 
objects were designed and created to ornament the new 
Art Deco structures.

The sculptors incorporated the aesthetics of Art 
Deco in their fagades, joining the designs or the Far East 
and Roman Empire with those of the industrial age. 
Sculptors were instrumental in evoking passionate feel­
ings through their powerful design, and architects 
strived to use these works in the ornamentation of their 
new structures. Sculptors used a number of mediums 
for their designs; stone, plaster, and wood were the 
most common and versatile for their purpose. Artists 
adorned the entranceways and exteriors of buildings 
with figura! relief carvings, columns, and many detailed 
accent pieces. Some of the sculptures depict figures of 
many forms and tell of epic stories with great signifi­
cance to their surroundings; other panels and sculp­
tures are geometric designs with the purpose to inspire.

The Art Deco movement was in large part driven 
by the influences of the architects and designers that 
displayed the new forms in the buildings they created 
and through their daring pursuit for a modern, higher 
standard of design. Ironwork and sculpture are two ar­
eas that exemplify the diversity and genius of the Art 
Deco style.
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MODtpnf-nflM
Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City)
The port city of Saigon is situated on the 
Saigon River, close to the coast of south 
Vietnam. At the conclusion of the Vietnam 
War in 1975, the city was occupied by 
the North Vietnam forces and re-named 
Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC). But the new 
name does not sit easily with the locals and 
Saigon is still commonly used. What did 
sit easily was a cool drink amongst the 
foliage in the rooftop garden of the Rex 
Hotel - the perfect answer to a day 
meandering around this bustling city. The 
Rex occupies a prominent corner, with its 
facade now painted pink and its vertical 
pilasters flanked by portholes around a 
subtly concave corner. It started life as a 
Citroen showroom, was extended in 1959 
Io a six-storey trading centre, achieved 
notoriety during the Vietnam War when it 
housed the Abraham Lincoln Library and 
the American Information Service, and 
became the four-star Rex Hotel in 1995. 
Looking over the intersection al the 
tumultuous Saigon traffic, it is hard to 
believe that in the 1950s and 60s, this 
intersection of Nguyen Hue Boulevard and 
Le Loi featured a water fountain 
surrounded by a grassy section, with little 
vehicular traffic. But perhaps this is what 
the French envisioned when ihey occupied 
the city from 1880 to 1954 - a Paris of 
the Orient, full of broad, tree-lined 
boulevards.

Diagonally opposite the Rex is the 
Moderne Saigon Tourist building which

Ben Thanh Market, Le Loi Street

represents the two sides of building 
preservation - the building wraps around 
the corner, and whilst one street 
frontage has been painted in rich 
colours with contrasting highlights, the 
other street frontage shows the 
deterioration of the exterior and a 
mishmash of "improvements".

Like other Asian cities, Saigon is a city of 
extreme contrasts. Vietnam remains a 
communist state, but capitalism is alive and 
well and a thriving market economy is 
evident everywhere. Much of the 
population lives at a frantic pace, 

crisscrossing the city on multitudes of 
motorcycles, used to transport whole 
families but also goods such as metal 
sheeting, ladders and panes of glassl

In contrast, much lime is spent by people 
sitting on uneven footpaths populated by 
parked cycles and motorcycles, goods for 
sale, groups of families and friends.

Architecturally, Saigon can be described 
as a "rich mixture" or "architorture". Land 
is expensive so many building allotments 
are extremely narrow and additional floors 
are added when money is available. The 
result is a maze of tall, skinny buildings of 
five-storeys, often with each storey in a 
different style. Bare concrete from the 
1960s is prevalent, and many buildings 
are covered by thick cables and antennas.

District One contains most of the popular 
hotels, including some that manage to 
combine French colonial features with Art 
Nouveau and Art Deco style. An example 
is the Grand Hotel at 8 Dong Khoi St, one 
of the District's major shopping streets. This 
area also contains many shops and offices 
in Moderne style - generally of two to 
three storeys, with semi-circular sections 
flanked by horizontal wings, such as the 
Brodard Cafe building at 131 Dong Khoi 
St.. Other buildings in this district feature 
Moderne elements such as horizontal 
banding, vertical stairwells, semi-circular 
sections, metal grilles, portholes, signage 
(some tiled), decorative motifs, glass brick 
panels, and metal balcony railings. 

Saigon Tourist Centre (opposite the Rex)
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Generally these features have been built 
over or around. Perhaps the greatest 
heresy is the use of eyebrow lips over 
windows as repositories for air- 
conditioning units! Surprisingly for a 
country with high rainfall, many buildings 
appear to be flat-roofed, but may be low­
hipped behind the parapets.

Saigon also has its own mini-Bund on Ben 
Chuong Duong, opposite one of the 
bridges over the Saigon River, where a 
number of interwar and 19,h century bank 
buildings stand solidly side-by-side. But 
unlike the Bund in Shanghai, this is not a 
street to be strolled along.

One of the joys of Asian cities is visiting 
large market places which are generally 
thriving, busy, noisy, sell just about 
everything and cater mostly to the local 
population. We knew that Ben Thanh

United Na!ions Development Fund Building, Phan Chu Trinh Street

market had occupied the same site since 
1899, and that its buildings dated from 
1913. What we found when we arrived 
were entrances that had been re-modelled 
in the interwar period and compare with 
the markets in Kuala Lumpur and Phnom 
Penh. The concrete render make-over 
resulted in stylised lettering, a wave motif 
over the doors and a panel depicting the 
goods - one featured a stingray and fish, 
another shows a cow and ducks.

Hanoi
An hours flight north and slightly inland is 
Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam. Hanoi is 
dominated by a number of lakes which 
give an air of tranquillity and generate a 
continual mist in the air.

Life in Hanoi is busy, but a bit less frantic 
than Saigon. Hoan Kiemz the Lake of the 
Magic Sword, is close to the cify centre, 
and its tree-shaded gardens provide a 
pleasant respite from traffic and noise and 
the opportunity to sit and watch local life. 
It even has a toilet block in Moderne style! 
A must-see building near the lake is the 
Post Office, with its entrance of terrazzo, 
multiple portholes, extended columns, 
stylised lights and blue doors. Other 
building types include offices, villas, and 
shophouses. Whilst many suffer from the 
delerioration of the external masonry, they 
are generally in a much better state of 
preservation than those in Saigon.

Shop house, Hanoi

Central Hanoi is renowned for its opulent 
Opera House, constructed in 1911 and 
regarded 'the ultimate expression
French colonial prestige'.1 It anchors a
precinct of hotels and prominent buildings, 
including the dazzling white Metropole 
Hotel, which boasts a rich history from the 
colonial period. The entrance appears to 
have had an interwar makeover - perhaps 
to welcome Somerset Maugham, Graham
Greene or Charlie Chaplin on his 
honeymoon! 2

Close by in Phan Chu Trinh Street are the 
Moderne Algerian embassy and United 
Nations building with metal windows 
leading to the balcony, a stunning metal 
balcony treatment and an insert of delicate 
metal tracery below the balcony.

Behind the Metropole, at the junction of 
Ly Thai To and Ngo Quyen, is one of 
Hanoi's treasures - the State Bank. 
Designed by Georges Andre Trouve in 
1930 for the Bank of Indochina, the 
symmetrical design features two horizontal 
wings extending from a semi-circular 
entrance portico. The interior features a 
large central two-storey banking chamber, 
supported by a series of pillars topped by 
elaborate decorative pieces, exquisite 
stylised lights, wrought iron balustrades 
and custom-built furniture. After some 
impassioned pleading (read grovelling!) 
to the security guard, a single photo was 
permitted but it could not do justice to the 
space. The bank is one of the few 
modernist buildings constructed for the 
State. Unfortunately, the decision by the]
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Indochina Architecture and Town Planning 
Service, under Henri Cerutti-Maori, to 
construct a number of buildings in the 
international modernist style was curtailed 
by the outbreak of the First Indochina War. 
Buildings in modernist style were generally 
embassies, local government buildings, 
clinics, shops and private houses and villas.3

Wandering through the streets of Hanoi, 
we came across many buildings on a 
modest scale in Moderne style, such as 
the little Shop house pictured with 
symmetrically-placed windows, external 
vertical grilles, exaggerated eyebrows and 
external concrete surfaces suffering from 
exposure to the tropical climate.

But the interwar highlights of Vietnam are 
to be found in the Ba Dinh (Citadel) district, 
close to the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum. Here 
we find tree-lined streets containing well- 
maintained private villas and embassies 
from a number of countries, principally 
those from Eastern Europe. Designed in 
Moderne style and finished in a range of 
colours from cream to deep yellow, and 
even grey, they represent the latest in 
European architectural design, styling and 
finish, and yet fit seamlessly into what has 
•ecome known as z7e style indochine".
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Whilst buildings are patrolled by armed 
guards, there are no problems taking 
photographs from the street. One of the most 
impressive buildings is on the corner of Chua 
Mot Cot and Ba Huyen Thanh Quan. Painted 
a rich cream, it is dominated by a square 
vertical tower containing the stairwell. 
Beneath a section of contrasting panels, light 
streams in through a series of glass windows 
on one corner, overlaid with wrought iron in 
a geometric pattern. Once again the 
eyebrows over the windows come in handy 
for the location of air-conditioning units, and 
the aesthetic effect is compromised by the 
inclusion of a large gas-tank and TV antenna 
adjacent to the tower.

But if there is one structure that typified 
Hanoi's modernist buildings, it is a 
government building in the Citadel district. 
Featuring rectangular eyebrows above 
shuttered windows, rows of portholes, 
metal balcony railings and a prominent 
semi-circular entrance section with the 'rule 
of three' represented. All finished in 
delicate cream toning with contrasting 
green windows, a stylised fence in pink 
and cream and all beneath the red and 
yellow Vietnamese flag. What more could 
a lover of this style want?

The Vietnamese economy, supported 
heavily by the tourist trade, is developing 
rapidly. That usually presents threats for 
20lh century buildings, regarded as less 
worthy of preservation than other types 
such as French Colonial buildings and 
areas such as Hanoi's "Old Sector". 
Hopefully, the value of these buildings will 
be recognised before they are demolished 
in the name of "progress”.
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1 Katherine Ashenburg, 
“Moderne" Lives On in a Colonial City, 
New York Times, April 19, 1998

? Ron Gluckman,
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Ttlf SOUnDTPflCK Of fin fPfl
Ahhh... the Art Deco era -the "Golden Age' 
of the 20's and 30's, representing a world 
of luxury and even decadence. Rest 
assured, it's never disappeared. Just 
scratch beneath the surface of modern 
marketing gimmicks, and you'll find ih-n? 
the Art Deco world and what ii symbolise ； 
endures. It's not buried in history or 
relegated to nostalgic reminisces :e. 
Instead, it's out there - as alive tod:：/ c..s 
the day it emerged from the consciousness 
of a generation excited about life, freedom 
and opportunity.

But where do we turn for a taste of this 
era? - an era that revealed and revelled in 
beauty and sumptuousness. Where to find 
the inspiration, which hopefully reveals and 
rekindles our own capacity to contribute 
and celebrate rather than constantly 
consume?

Thankfully, a marvellous visual 
demonstration of Art Deco is still with us 
today - characterised by exquisitely 
designed homes, public buildings and 
artworks, as well as mundane objects like 
vacuum cleaners & Bakelite radios. 
Smooth surfaces and sleek lines, drawing 
on cutting edge materials and techniques, 
provide strong visual cues. Similar opulent 
and evolving characteristics are also 
evident in the music of the era. Big Bands 
can be said to have provided the 
soundtrack for the Art Deco period.

Big Band Origins - Early Jazz
Early Jazz evolved in New Orleans in the 
communities of the slave trade. It drew 
largely on the spiritual traditions of the Afro- 
American people. The commercial viability 
of Brass Bands and Minstrels in the late 
1800's enabled access to instruments. At 
the same time, improvisation was evident 
in Afro-American songs and was also 
reflective of a skill needed to survive. It 
permeated their lives as well as their music. 
This combination of early influences would 

provide the inspiration for the evolvement 
of Ragtime, Blues, Jazz Bands, and 
eventually Big Bands. Jazz would 
ultimately become a broad term which 
covered a range of con tempera ry, popi.j'ar 
:iwsic.

"oundaiions of Big Bands
i-igures to influence the Big Band 如a.. 

Duke EHington and Louis Armstrong, 
already made a name for themselves J:y 
the early 20's in small jazz bands.

Paul Whiteman, observing small group 
jazz, was the first to orchestrate if and make 
if commercially viable. In the 20's and 
early 30's, he set a new trend in white 
society dance music through his all white 
orchestra and his band became the most 
imitated and celebrated of the time.

Meanwhile, two of Harlem's most popular 
dance venues, the Roseland Ballroom 
(whites only) and Savoy Ballroom (mixed), 
were vibrating to the polished dance music 
played by Afro-American musicians, 
thanks to Fletcher Henderson and Chick 
Webb. Henderson however, was growing 
discontented with his music and would 
eventually lure Louis Armstrong to New 
York City. Armstrong would go on to be 
the key figure in the evolution of jazz and 
popular music.

Louis Armstrong added blues and a lighter, 
'swinging' style fo the polish, (Ellington 
realised what he was missing when he 
heard Louis play). He invented a new style 
of playing - a new melodic and rhythmic 
vocabulary that Big Bands would 
eventually draw on. Referred to as 'call 
and response7, examples can be heard in 
many of Armstrong's recordings including 
"Basin Street Blues'. He also invented the 
jazz vocal technique known as 'scat'. 
Many claim this occurred during his 
recording of zHeebie Jeebies7, when 
reportedly, the music fell off his stand 

during a lightly timed recording session 
and he was forced fo improvise vocally.

Alcohol prohibition from 1920 to 1933 led 
»o speakeasies - clubs that secretly 
contravened legislation to satisfy their 
cairo：is demand for drinking. The name 
• vos derived from the need fo speak easily 
or quickly fo the door keeper in order to 
gain enlry. The Cotton Club was a leading, 
exoiic, speakeasy. Duke Ellington and his 
orchestra were hired for their 
complementary and striking style of music.

As the Depression of 1929 fo 1941 
wreaked havoc on people's leisure 
spending and items such as records, free 
wireless radio services started to gain in 
popularity. Big Band music continued to 
incubate and evolve in the dance halls of 
Harlemz but it would be Benny Goodman 
who would take it to the masses via the 
airwaves.

The Big Band Era
Big Bands modelled themselves largely on 
the 'call and response' technique. They 
most commonly consisted of 5 
saxophones, 4 trumpets, 4 trombones and 
a 4 piece rhythm section (drums, guitar, 
piano and double bass). This larger 
ensemble enabled the music to permeate 
larger venues acoustically without 
elaborate amplification systems. It also 
allowed for wonderfully rich, harmonic 
variations. The complexity of sound 
emanating during this period fitted well 
with the emerging culture of creativity, 
excess and freneticism.

In 1933, Prohibition was overturned. Clubs 
and speakeasies opened legitimately. As 
bottle shops began to take business away, 
speakeasies were forced to increasingly 
employ bands and dancers to lure back 
custom.

Around this time, Benny Goodman inspired 
by Fletcher Henderson & Chick Webb,
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ART DECO: HIGH STYL
THE GLAMOROUS LOOK MARKED SKYLINES FROM NEW YORft 
TO SHANGHAI AND STREAMLINED EVERYTHING FROM FILM AND 
FASHION TO JEWELRY AND AUTOMOBILES BY STANLEY MEISLER



likely were destroyed soon after they reached 'Washington 
and their contents remain a mystery— disappointed his Fed­
eralist proponents. Bayard, in a letter written that Monday 
told a friend that KBurr has acted a miserable paultry part. 
The election was in his power." But Burr, at least according 
to Bayard's interpretation, and for reasons that remain un­
known to histoiy had refused to reach an accommodation 
with the Federalists. That same Monday evening a dejected 
Theodore Sedgwick, Speaker of the House and a passion­
ate Jefferson hater, notified friends at home： uthe gigg is up."

The following day February 17, the House gathered at 
noon to cast its 36th, and, as it turned out, final, vote. Bayard 
was true to his word： Delaware abstained, ending seven days 
of contention and the long electoral battle.

Bayard ultimately offered many reasons his change of 
heart. On one occasion he claimed that he ar d the five other 
Federalists who had held the power to deterrnine d-iC election in 
their hands—four from Maryland and one hx 葺 vfennont—had 
agreed to "give our votes to 
Mr. Jefferson" if it became 
clear that Burr could not 
win. Bayard also later insist­
ed that he had acted from 
what he called "imperious 
necessit/' to prevent a civil 
war or disunion. Still later he 
claimed to have been 
swayed by the public's pref­
erence fbrjefferson.

Had Jefferson in fact 
cut a deal to secure the 
presidency? Ever after­
ward, he insisted that such 

such an accord, but why he changed his mind after vowing 
never to bend. He must have concluded that he had no 
choice ifhe wished to become president by peaceful means, 
lb permit the balloting to continue was to hazard seeing the 
presidency slip from his hands. Jefferson not only must have 
doubted the constancy of some of his supporters, but he 
knew that a majority of the Federalists favored Burr and 
were making the New Ybrkcr the same offer they were dan­
gling before him.

Burr's behavior is more enigmatic. He had decided to 
make a play for the presidency only apparently to refuse 
the very terms that would have guaranteed it to him. The 
reasons for his aciion have been lost in a confounding tan­
gle of furtive transactions and deliberately destroyed evi­
dence. It may have been that the Federalists demanded 
more of him than they did of Jefferson. Or Burr may have 
found if unpalacablc to :；trike a bargain with ancient ene­
mies, including the nnn be would kill in a duel three years 

later. Burr may also have 
been unwilling to embrace 
Federalist principles that 
he had opposed through­
out his political career.

The final mystery of 
the election of 1800 is 
whether Jefferson and his 
backers would have sanc­
tioned violence had he 
been denied the presiden­
cy Soon after taking of­
fice, Jefferson claimed 
that "there was no idea of 
[using] fbrcc." His remark

President-elect Jefferson, who actually arrived at the Capitol on foot for his inauguration on March 4,1801, believed his victory 
would secure the future of American democracy: **The storm is over," he wrote in a letter two weeks later, “and we are in port."

allegations were “absolutely false.” The historical evidence, 
however, suggests otherwise. Not only did many political 
insiders assert that Jefferson had indeed agreed to a bargain, 
but Bayard, in a letter dated February 17, the very day of the 
climactic House vote—as well as five years later, while tes­
tifying under oath in a libel suit—insisted that Jefferson had 
most certainly agreed to accept the Federalists' terms. In 
another letter written at the time, Bayard assured a Feder­
alist officeholder, who feared losing his position in a Re­
publican administration： "I have taken good care of 
you. . . . You are safe?1

Even Jefferson's actions as president lend credence to the 
allegations. Despite having fought against the Hamiltonian 
economic system for nearly a decade, he acquiesced to it 
once in office, leaving the Bank of the United States in place 
and tolerating continued borrowing by the federal govern­
ment. Nor did he remove most Federalist officeholders.

The mystery is not why Jefferson would deny making 

proves little, yet during the ongoing battle in the House, 
he alternately spoke of acceding to the Federalists' mis­
conduct in the hope that their behavior would ruin them, 
or of calling a second Constitutional Convention. He prob­
ably would have chosen one, or both, of these courses be­
fore risking bloodshed and the end of the Union.

In the days that followed the House battle, Jefferson wrote 
letters to several surviving signers of the Declaration of In­
dependence to explain what he believed his election had 
meant. It guaranteed the triumph of the American Revolu­
tion, he said, ensuring the realization of the new "chapter in 
the history of man” that had been promised by Thomas Paine 
in 1776. In the years that followed, his thoughts often returned 
to the election's significance. In 1819, at age 76, he would char­
acterize it as the "revolution of 1800," and he rejoiced to a 
friend in Virginia, Spencer Roane, that it had been effected 
peacefully "by the rational and peaceful instruments of re­
form, the suffrage of the people.” O
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A
S A CHILD in New York City in the 1930s, 
I grew up with Art Deco all around me. I 
never knew it was Art Deco; it was sim­
ply the world I lived in. The wondrous 
skyscrapers like the Empire State Build­
ing and the Chrysler Building, Radio 
City Music Hall, where my mother took me at Christmas, 

and my junior high school in the Bronx—all Art Deco. Many 
of the sumptuous sets in the movies I saw on Saturdays were 
Art Deco； even the Marx Brothers crossed the Atlantic on 

pizazz and energy in Art Deco, as well as glamour and luxury 
By the end ofVCbrId Art Deco had come to be seen 

as too frivolous for a world in shock from death and destruc­
tion. But in the past quarter century critics and scholars have 
taken up the style and preservationists have saved its build­
ings from the wrecking ball. Prices fbrArt Deco furniture and 
objects have soared. In 2003, Paris-based fashion designer 
Karl Lagerfeld sold his collection of Art Deco furniture, rugs, 
lamps and ceramics at auction in Paris for S8 million, nearly 
three times the expected price.

ocean liners decked out in Art Deco. At age 15, 
worked at a flower shop in the majestic Art 
Deco Rockefeller Center, a virtual museum 
of the style, wit h more than 100 Deco 
paintings and reliefs in its buildings. And 
rhe New York World's Fair of 1939 and 
'40 — in some respects Art Deco's cul­
mination—was for me an attraction 
greater than any Xanadu.

Art Deco was the name given long 
after the fact, to the brazenly commer­
cial, streamlined style that emerged in
Europe, primarily Paris, prior to World 
\X4ir I. Spreading arouncl the globe, it domi­
nated architecture and decorative arts during the 
1920s and '30s. Whereas worshipers of Art Nouveau — 
the previous stylistic rage—were obsessed with nature and 
decadent symbolism and filled their designs with arabesques, 
whiplash curves, tendrils and images of seductive women, 
Arc Deco designers embraced machinery and power. Using 
modern materials such as plastic and chrome, opulent fabrics 
and precious gems, their designs were replete with geomet­
ric patterns—circles, zigzags, squares—classical motifs, bright 
colors and just about anything that hinted of speed. There is

Perhaps the most comprehensive exhibition ever 
of Art Deco artifacts and images is on view at 

the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, through 
January 9. First mounted last year by the 

Victoria & Albert Museum (V&A) in 
London, the show features more than 
240 works： diamond and onyx jewelry 
from Cartier, a 1935 Auburn 851 Speed­
ster, evening gowns by a host of French 
couturiers, travel posters by the 

Ukrairuan-born French designer known 
as Cassandrc and furnishings from the 

lavishly decorated grand salon of the 192) 
world's fair of design in Paris.
It is from that fair—the Exposition Interna- 

tioniile des Arts Decoratifs et Inclustriels Moclernes — 
that Art Dcco takes its name. Mounted on 55 acres in the 
heart of Paris, it hosted pavilions displaying the decorative 
arts of some 20 countries, including Austria, Poland, Sweden, 
Czechoslovakia, the USSR and Italy (The United States de­
clined to take part because, according to the office of then 
Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover, “there was no 
modern design in America.'》But the fair's main intent was to 
promote the work of new French designers. More than 16

The soaring spire and stainless steel crown of New York City*s 1928-30 Chrysler Building (opposite) and the long, low hood and 
tapered rear of the 1935 Auburn 851 Speedster (above) reflect Art Deco's fascination with power and speed. Depression-era 
Hollywood films (top, a Busby Berkeley dance scene from Footlight Parade, 1933) spread Art Deco glitz and glamour to the world.
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elongated figures, artificial light and repetitive patterns of 
geometric and abstract forms. They drew inspiration from 
the cultures of ancient Egypt, Mesoamerica, East Asia and 
sub-Saliaran Africa. And in the movement's later years, they 
incorporated the era's fascination with speed and began to 
streamline their work, making everytliing look as ifit were in 
motion, even when the object—like a 1925 Ronson cigarette 
lighter in the exhibition —did not move at all.

At first glance, a sleek, streamlined object may seem less 
decorative than the elaborate works shown at the 1925 Paris 
fair. But, says "Wood, comparing an ornate 19芍 evening dress 
designed by Jeanne Paquin with an unadorned gown by 
Jeanne Lanvin made ten years later, "the streamlining has [it­
self] become the decoration."

Art Deco is associated in particular with two expatriates 
living in Paris： Josephine Baker and Tamara de Lempicka.

million people visited over the six months it was on view
Although the Swiss architect Charles-Edouard Jeanneret, 

better known as Le Corbusier, had designed a pavilion spon­
sored by EEsprit Nouveau, a decorative arts magazine he had 
founded, he disdained most of the works in the exposition. 
In a series of articles he wrote fbr the magazine, he called 
them too decorative, too luxurious and too expensive, mock­
ing them as mere uartsdeco^ from the title of the fair. But Le 
Corbusier's coinage did not catch on at first.

Over the years, the style acquired several names. Some 
called it "Jazz Modern” or "Zig-Zag Modern.v Others re­
ferred to it as "Moderne." When critics, historians and cu­
rators began to take renewed interest in the style in the late

Washington-based author S TA NLEY M EISLER is a frequent 
contributor to these pages. He wrote about Maya art in the July issue.

1960s, they focused on the 1925 Paris fair as its launchpad. 
Some picked up Le Corbusier's "arts d&co" to describe the 
style—this time admiringly British art historian Bevis Hilli­
er dropped Le Corbusier's "s” for his 1968 book, Ar! Deco of 
the 20s andos, and the Minneapolis Institute of Art followed 
in 1971 with an exhibition called 
“The World ofArt Deco.” “The 
genie was out of the bottle,n says 
Ghislaine Wood, curator of the 
V&A show The name stuck.

Art Deco made its mark in 
many fields, from architecture to 
fashion, film to ftirniture, graph­
ic arts to dishware, even in the de­
sign of trains, planes, automobiles 
and ocean liners. Such variety 
makes the style hard to define. 
But there is one key element. "In 
Art Deco," Wood says, “decora- 
tion is more important than any­
thing else.,,

Art Deco designers also liked 
exotic themes and materials, 

EXPOSITION 
INTERNATIONALE 
咨 ARTS DECORATIFS 
ET IN DU STR I ELS 
MODERN ES = 
AVRIL- OCTOBRE
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From a hundred pictures," Polish-born, Art Deco artist Tamara de Lempicka once said, "mine will always stand out." Her c. 1929 
GiH in a Green Dress (left) is noted for its vivid, Cubist-like forms. American entertainer Josephine Baker (right, photographed in 
her "banana dance" costume) electrified Paris in 1925. The British-designed, enameled "Jazz" ginger jar (below) was made c. 1928.

Baker, a 19-year-old, St. Louis-born African-American 
dancer, enthralled Paris as the star of the 1925 La Revue 
Negre. One print of her by her lover, the French artist Paul 
Colin, depicts her dancing at the Folies-Bergere in nothing 
but a skirt made of bananas. Polish-born artist Tamara de 
Lempicka also burst upon the scene in 1925 when a German 
fashion magazine put her self-portrait on its cover； wearing 
leather gloves, a pilofs helmet and a flowing beige scar£ Lem- 
picka sat grandly behind the wheel of a green Bugatti. I ler 
distinctive painting style featured elongated, sexually 
charged geometric figures. (Not surprisingly; perhaps, 
the singer Madonna collects Lempicka paintings.)

On this side of the ocean, the novelist F. 
Scott Fitzgerald wove Art Dcco accouter­
ments through his chronicles of the high 
jinks and illusory dreams of the young vet­
erans and flappers who chased after life 
with devil-may-care abandon. It was dur­
ing the close of the Jazz Age, as Fitzgerald 
called those years after VQbrld War I, that 
New York City sprouted what may be the 
greatest monuments to the Art Dcco aes­
thetic： skyscrapers. Since the 792-fboc-high 
Woolworth Building had been completed on 
Broadway in 1913, no developer had tried to top 

the worlcPs tallest structure until \X4dter R Chrysler, the au­
tomobile magnate, and architect William Van Alen teamed 
up in 1928. Their Chrysler Building was in the final stages of 
construction in 1930 when they learned it was about to be 
trumped by two feet by another new skyscraper, the Bank of 
Manhattan at 40 Wall Street. Van Alen, it seemed, had lost 
out to his former partner H. Craig Severance, architect of 
the Bank of Manhattan building. Soon after, workmen at the 
Chrysler Building assembled an enonnous, 27-ton steel spike 

(secretly brought into the building in sections) and pushed 
it through the skyscraper's(. havd to make it 1,046 feet 

tall, outdoing 40 \X4ill Street by 119 feet.
With its colored frieze of automobile hubcaps at 

the 31st floor, steel gargoyles shaped like eagles on 
the 59th, and a magnificent, seven-story crown 

of stainless sietl arches and triangular win­
dows topped by its surreptitious spike, the 
Chrysler Building remains the most spec­
tacular Art Deco skysciaper But its title as 
the world's tallest held for only il months, 

until the 1,250-foot-high Empire State 
Building opened on May 1, 1931. By then,

however, the boom was over. Wags joked that 
the tallest building in the world ought to be re­

named "the Empty State Building.M A New lorker
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Art Deco designers favored luxurious as well as new, synthetic 
materials. Rene Lalique's c. 1925 molded and cut glass lamp 
rests on a Bakelite base (top). The 1940s Fada "Bullet0 radio 
(middle) is made of Catalin plastic, and the Boucheron corsage 
ornament (bottom) features lapis lazuli, coral, jade and onyx.

cartoon of the time shows a clerk poking out of a Chrysler 
Building window peering through a telescope at the Empire 
State Building and telling his boss, uThey haven't got a single 
tenant on the fifty-fburth floor yet, Mr. Chrysler."

What the great skyscrapers did have, especially during 
the Depression, was cachet. In the Bronx, the six-story Her­
man Ridder Junior High School, my alma mater, was com­
pleted in 1931 and named after the patriarch of the family 
that now runs the Knight-Ridder newspaper chain. It paid 
homage to skyscraper design with setbackq and vertical win­
dow strips. "Modernism in architecture has reached the 
schools,M the New 7brk Times wrote of t he facility in 7929. 
Citing it as the first Art Deco school bvib.iing ir 'ibrk 
City the cit/s preservation commissi：；/； 况S Udder
as a landmark in 1990.

It was Hollywood thac beamed Av*. (-j p ：L: • 
“The backdrops for this exploration 
dreams and aspirations were fantast*c Deco ,v. -.-：'； ：： 
night-clubs, ocean liners, offices, apartrnc ■:is ! skyscrap­
ers,n V&A curator W)od writes. During ti-c darkes: days of 
the Depression, some 60 million to 75 million Americans — 
out of the nation's 125 million people--。©，to <rc. levies 
each week, often in lavish Dcco movie palaces.

Busby Berkeley choreographed scores of synchronized 
dancers on enormous mechanical Art Deco sets for musicals 
such as Gold Diggers of Broadway (1933). Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rogers whirled against a background of soaring 
columns and smoky-glass fixtures in Deco hotels and night­
clubs in Flying Down to Rio (1933), lop Flat (1935) and Shall We 
Dance (1937). And Greta Garbo, John Barrymore and Joan 
Crawford cavorted gloomily in the Academy Award-winning 
Grand Hotel (1932), with its Deco chrome-and-glass-fitted 
lobby and streamlined French furniture.

The gleaming symbol of the 1939 New %rk Wbrld's Fair 
was a 700-fbot-high Art Deco Trylon (a triangular-shaped 
pylon) and a 200-fdot-diameter Perisphere (a massive round 
ball). Art Deco industrial designers such as Raymond Loewy 
and Norman Bel Geddes created some of the fair's most 
memorable exhibitions. I was barely 8 years old at the time, 
but I still vividly remember riding through a model land­
scape of cities, highways and farms in Bel Geddes' Futura­
ma exhibit in the General Motors complex while a disem­
bodied voice described the wonderful world in store in 
faraway i960： slumless, pristine cities linked by cars speeding 
down 14-lane highways. After the ride, I proudly wore on my 
jacket a pin that read： "I have seen the future."

But Art Deco's moment had already passed, if only because, 
as VCfood says, “the idea of chic luxury was seen as inappropri­
ate after World IIIt was fun while it lasted. O
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Dramatic lighting, faceted surfaces and light-reflecting 
materials characterized Art Deco interiors. The foyer of 
London's 1932 Daily Express Building (above) was the 
creation of British designer Robert Atkinson. Not even a 1925 
white plastic and chromium-plated steel Ronson cigarette 
lighter (right) could escape Art Deco's signature streamlining.
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which shows architectural examples of every decade starting with the early tropical

United Kingdom Stands For 
Co-operation With China

Great Britain, Cradle Of Mechanical Industry, 
Offers Guidance Based On Experience To 

Chinese Nation; Sales Values Explained

THE SHANGHAI SUNDAY TIMES INDUSTRIAL'' SECTION, SUPPLEMENT .TO • SPECIAL _X些四E‘ 1932.、
扁嬴JOFFRE^WILL see modern architecture carried out thus

(Specially Contributed)

of great

ed that it was the duty of thecommon
style of Shanghai's youngest days.

together with a view to strengthen- and air-lines these
the foundation of Chinese

dustry cn the part of the people.

ship and materials, are second to

importance

China Needs A Partner

modern residence on jessfield road
407.5

enter as a. partner into the com- ,SURVEY WORK ON
RAILWAYS

the

It is obvious therefore, that in'

Medel
and Brooke

While pessimists abound it is 
truth to state that in spite of all 
the troubles which China has gone 
through in the past 20 years, her 
industry and trade have developed 
by leaps and bounds. It is equally 
true that there are parts of China 
which enjoy order, happiness and 
prosperity. It is not possible,

As in Great Britain's domestic 
concerns;- as in her own industrial 
successes, her arrangements with

ing 
industry.

waterways
centres should gradually be joined ?

Foreign Guidance Essential
To enable such progress encour­

agement by the Chinese Govcrn-

rcsiden^c now being crec(J?d on Jessficld Road for N. Y. Wco, Esq., Davies

ever,，that China ■ needs fully to

arc:一 
Miles
p.h. •

pctitors. In many cases the pricey 
are the lov/est on the market； 
while the quality is undisputed." 

Sales Activity Urged

beginning of that great develop­
ment v/hich on all sides is fore­
seen. Hitherto there has been slow 
progress, piecemeal and unplanned 
and uneconomic. The new move-

suceess of this effort will come the

So much for the British side of 
co-operation. Brtiish money and 
goods are waiting to be used. Will 
China take advantage of the 
situation ?'

• Order, happiness and prosperity

253.9
119.8
150.7
118.3

Railway, 155

from that source for the construc- 
tioji of the line.

Construction work on the Kin- 
hwa-Yushan section of the Hang- 
chow-Kiangshan 二一二.一“， I 二 
kilomtres long, will be started 
after completion, of the surveying 
work, which is now proceeding 
satisfactorily. According to re­
ports from reliable
arrangement ham been made with 
the Boxer Indemnity Committee 
that funds will be made available

Railway) ....... 81.G
While* record performances show 

supreme, excellence of ^invention, 
construction, ; Xvorkmanship,:. and 
skill,； they do not always, at' least 
immediately, •. indicate a commer­
cial .prosperity in' the classes ■ of 
goods ..they ‘ demonstrate. It is, 
therefore, gratifying to note for 
example that according to the last 
available figures, those of July, 
1932; the export of motor cars 
and ichassis from , Great Britain 
showed an increase of 24 per cent. 
▼… that of , the； corresponding 
month in the previous year.

materials and

sources, an

British machinery was always in 
' aggressive sales 

activity was unnecessary. Increas­
ingly is this position being reversed 
but British manufacturers should 
be more alert in realizing that 
though their goods are the best 
in the world other goods, often of 
inferior quality, are bought in 
preference because they 
advertised and demonstrated and 
because qualified manufacturer's 
represcntalives and salesman are 
always on the spot. That the 
British manufacturer must fully 
support his agent, and provide a 
technical man to work with him is 
a fact of the highest importance 
if Great Britain is to take part 
in the great development which is 
bound to take place in China in 
the not.too* distant future.

demand and

monwealth of all the nations of 
the world and to :participate in 
the ■ knowledge, materials and 
successes of its other members. 
Amongst 、these members 
British Empire in general and the 
United.. Kingdom in particular is 
icady seriously to co-operate in 
the fulfilling of China's industrial 
needs. <

This sketch shows a proposed npartment building which is to be built on Cadastral 
Lot G480 for S. C. Chang. Esq., Davies end Sroeke being the architects. The progressive 
height of the various roof levels will bring a distinctive touch to a main thoroughfare

these days of intensive propaganda 
there should be greater sales 
activity on the part of British 
manufacturers and merchant^. 
There was a time when, owing to 
complete lack of competition,

are the result of peace, good 
government, and intelligent in-

thereforc, that from those peaceful 
centres there should increasingly 
radiate, industrial development and 
that by linking railways, highways,

development of her industries, 
the question arises as to how 
latter may use the fornier 
thus obtain the best.

Here it is that co-operation 
between Great Britain and China 
may take place for the lasting 
benefit of the Chinese race. The 
United Kingdom is the cradle of 
mechanical industry and in this,

people to increase the production

There is no doubt that progress 
to be sure and successful must be 
gradual, but as Dr. H. H. Kung 
said in the last issue of this 
supplement, a year ago, the pro-

This year of commencing- re­
covery has been one _ 
reform in United Kingdom industry 
in all its branches in which; the 
keynote has been co-operation.

On this note it is not difficult 
to switch to the more particular 
subject cf British trade with 
China. Figures for China's trade 
in 1932 sufficient for comparison 
are not yet available, but the 
period has been one full of troubles,, 
ps in addition to -world depression; 
China has been handicapped by 
adverse domestic conditions. Ex­
ceptional opportunity for , tlie 
development of industry in China 
is, however, very noticeable, and 
the possibilities of expansion aye 

；immense. In a recent report by 
,the Bank of China it was emphasiz-

as in the construction of speed 
machines, its invention, workman-

none.
We arrive at the realization, 

therefore, that while Great Britain, 
has money and high industrial 
skill, China has great need of

of Chinese industries, and that | 
capital and labour should work

Aeroplanes (Flight-Licut.
Stainforth).........................

Motor cars (Sir M. Campbell) 
Speed-boats (Mr. Kaye Don) 
Motor cycles (J.. S. Wright) 
Small' cars (G. Eyston).......
Railways (Grcc\t , Western

Railway)

and 
the 
and

ment of investment of foreign 
capital and the use with this 
capital of foreign technical assist­
ance and guidance is essential. 
Signs are nqt wanting that the 
recovery of credit is the immediate 
concern and aim of all Chinese 
patriots, and the end to v/hich the 
Government is striving. With the

cellency Alfred Szc recently said, 
safe to say that Great Britain by 
virtue of her long： connection in 
the East and the predominant 
position she occupies, is destined 
to play a very important role in 
China's progressive development in 
the coming decades. It is highly 
desirable that there should be 
frequent exchanges of views, be­
tween the industrial leaders of the 
two countries with a view to ciis- 
cussing and making plans for 
greater co-opcration between them 
and for the more extensive develop­
ment of China.

Need it be said at this stage of 
intellectual understanding and 
progress in China that Great 
Britain's interest in this country 
lies solely in its position as a 
reciprocal trader and that for this 
reason Great Britain is as anxious 
as China herself that peace, good 
order, and economic development, 
should proceed unhindered? It will 
tie well that these two great 
countries shall combine commercial 
and industrial activities to a much 
greater degree than hitherto.

and 
ment is being planned on a sure 
foundation and it is, as IIis Ex-

Thc last year in Great Britain 
has been one of great exertion in( 
the work of reconstruction sub-】 
sequent to a world crisis which,[ 
after involving Central Europe,: 
embraced England in lesser degree. 
It is a matter for great congra­
tulation that during the year the 
financial situation in Great Britain 
has been so stabilized that so far 
from there .being a shortage of 
credit, there is in fact to-day more 
credit than industry requires. Not 
only is credit plentiful, but it is 
also inordinately cheap, 'as is 
evidenced by the fact that recently 
the British' Treasury has placed 
its bills at the lowest rates record­
ed in history.

With regard to British overseas 
trade it. is interesting to note that 
while in common .with nearly all 
other countries of the world, owing 
to fall in' prices, the value of 
imports and exports has declined, 
imports into Great Britain during 
the last year have decreased and 
exports have increased.

Depression Is Arrested
The main impression left after 

reviewing this year is that Great 
Biitain has financially put her 
house in order, and that \v.hile 
industrially she has lost a little 
ground, the progress of the de­
pression has been arrested. In a 
word she. is ready to take advant­
age .of world recovery which, one 
is coniidcnt, cannot long be delay-: 
ed, and which, one hopes, will be, 
the speedy result of international 
understanding so essential to the 
modern world. .

In the development of new in- 
chmtrics Great Britain holds a 
prime position. Great Britain now 
hold。the world's records on land, 
water and in the air. These

the other members of the British 
Empire, and her influence towards 
world economic rehabilitation, the 
keynote in China inevitably is co­
operation. It is now, more than

gross made by China 30 far in 
the. way of industrialization has 
been altogether too slow; only the 
bare fringes of the country have 
seen the application o£ modern 
methods, while most industries 
remain in a primitive stage.

Cotton goods, cigarettes, soap, 
tooth powders and pastes, enamel­
led ware, paints and varnishes, 
watches, cement, clothing, electrical 
materials and fittings, iron imple­
ments and accessories, and 
aluminium ware arc amongst the 
products at present being manu­
factured in China, and this is only 
a beginning. With the increase of 
industrial plants in China it will 
be necessary for the loaders 01 in­
dustry to consider economic opera­
tion of their factories ana therefore 
the purchase of the best machines.

I The high grade quality of British 
(machinery is universally recognized 
in China, but purchasers have oft如 
hesitated because other goods have 
been attractively placed befows 
them at somewhat cheaper pricqs 
than the British products. 
present, owing to currency depre­
ciation and the efforts which have 
been made in the British engineer­
ing industry, British manufacture^ 
find themselves able to offer their 
machinery at prices which ar.fe 
comparable with those of com-

to note that the former

several
throughout* North China 
ticn' to their activities i

British Production
Market ted By 

And Compai

advei 
Com: 
in ；

REVIVAL OF
BUSINESS

actuial house has 
been demolished to : 
modern buildings.

As shown in the 1 
on this page the 
actively engaged 

all-British p)

only 
make

T; 
th 
t

ing to read what Sir Alfi 
to his London House on 
per 05 1*368, “part of the 
is baing turned into a 
garden and arrangement 
inc： perfected for a wa 
bed.,r J

The firm are content v 
modest premises at 2 
Road, even if not quite s 
when they think of、 
“kitchen garden and .wa 
bed" on the Bund would 
to-day. It is .further ii

“I bank with the G, 
f；vch was the advice 
Alfred Dent, as writt< 
father Thomas Dent,- 
from Shanghai on July! 
This was the commencl 
Alfred Dent and Compal 
hong* name of Pau Zunj\ 
lirmiy established from i 
onwards and only su] 
temnorary closure due 

；death in 1918 of the sa 
then Sir, Alfred Dent.

Now some 14 years k 
pleasing to find the Hong 
lij-hed by Sir Alfred's sc 
Alfred Dent, with Mr. F. 

I in charge in Shanghai, 
formerly owned an impor 
situated on the Bund at t 
of Kiukian^ Road and it i：

and more general inij 
They also have direct c： 
with Kenya, Uganda,一 
and Zanzibar, through 
of their Branches - 
Eastern Africa. Mr. B 
knows East Africa well

Sir Alfred Dent was
o.E the first General Con 
the China Association a 
cr of the British Neri 
Company, p.nd many 、 
took a very、加烦睥』以％ 
•Shanghai RovO.OOO will 

—in shap

£ 铲'

According 胃 温,
by the local 1. 
the population 01 
1,530,890. of whom' . 
eigners. Due to the 1 也 
refugees from Manch 
population of Peiping- nc 
that recorded even in 
populous period during 
year of the Republic 
about 70,000 persons-, 
there arc no vacant. 
where in the city.； 、



MASSIVE Structure Will Match 
Present High Buildings; Safe 
Centre For Realty Investment [Is 
Shanghai.

S
PECULATION as to the size and 

style of building which is to occupy 

由e remaining vacant site at the 

junction of Foochow and Kiangse 

Roads, may now be laid to rest, as 

the sketch shown on this page 

illustrates the new structure.

Matching Hamilton House and the Metropole 

Hotel, it rises, as they d。，in massive blocks of 

graded height and depth. When it is complete 

Shanghai will possess a centre which should bring 

it, at one point at least, into line with cities of 

modern development in Europe and America.

The architects responsible for the design of 

,the new building are Messrs. Davies and Brooke.

General •Programme Reviewed
Reviewing the general programme of building 

carried out in Shanghai during the year, that is 

drawing to a close, and lifting the veil that covers 

the activities planned for 1933, there is little doubt 

bnt that Shanghai's architects an cl buiMers_{are 

occupied to capacity. ~\
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l ie aciivities planned for I 933, there is little do.ubt 

but that Shanghai's architect and builders^ are 

occupied to capacity. 《、 \

Among the more notable buildings now undci­

construction, and which are to open shortly, we 

have the Million Dollar Building which is being- 

erected for the Continental tBank of China. The 

Land Bank of China, likewise, is building new 

offices. A third Chinese bank engaged at present 

in building new quarters, which will also include a 

large amount of office space to let, is the Shanghai 

Mercantile Bank. The Bank of China, is construct­

ing a branch in Hongkew.

Large office buildings which will be ready for 

occupation soon are the Liu Building, and a block 

which the Fonciere Immobiliere de Chine are build­

ing on Szechuen Road.

Apartment Houses Planned
There does not seem to be much promise for 

private houses, but numerous apartments are 

planned, as will be seen in the pages of this supple­

ment.

The Northern District is to have two fine 

blocks, designed by Algar and Co., Ltd. In the 

French Concession a large number of apartment 

houses are being built, notably two by the Credit 

Foncier d*Extreme Orient. "Medhurst" is the name 

to be given by the owners to TfinTEiock'now under 

course of erection on Bubbling Well Road, for 

which Davies and Brooke are the architects； while 

the long waited for 'Grosvenor House** which will 

occupy a site south of the Cathay Mansions, is to be 

begun very shortly. Palmer and Turner are 

architects, together with Algar and Co.,.Ltd., for 

the latter.

Shanghai's skyscraper-to-be, the J： S. S. Build • 

ing, overlooking the Race Course, is well under 

way, while its neighbour, the new theatre, to hold 

2,400, and which is to usurp the title of "Carlton* 

when ready, is likewise well on the road to com 

pletion. L/ Hudec is the architect for both.

A smaQ apartment house, which aptly illust­

rates the vailue of land in Shanghai,, is designed to 

cover a roadway, on Rue Tenant de la Tour, by B. 

Krivoss. While the private road makes its way 

through a wide arch, to the property which it serves 

off the main thoroughfare, there are, overhead, a 

number of self-contained flats to let.

Altogether judging by the number and 

variety of buildings which are going up at present or 

which will very shortly be started, there is every 

reason to justify those who place their hopes in 

Shanghai as a centre of realty investment.
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队3
professors and students* are :contained ,】n tpis 
new】y constructed block at Tung- Chi University, 
designed by K. H. Suhr, architect.

| from refjnenes
I storages in ' the > 
* districts in Amcric 
and South Seas.

Twcnt class rooms, besides Departments of 
Physics. Chemistry, and Biology, each consisting of 
two laboratories, a lecture hall and collection 
room for instruments, and reading rooms for

代0 '、______ ___ _
stretch nf water reflects the house and sky, adding 
a touch of pure aitistry to the scene.

嘿潮h曜ydividual ite亶Pijhner nnd Tin iter wore the architects for this 
charming home, situated on Avenue Haig. A narrow

“Medhurst"

_ — - ___ _ _ _ _ _____

MORE and MORE
Big Building Projects 

in Shanghai are being 

entrusted, to the ----

Tunms一些

州醐iMMII相I翩I即卿I勰眼IMIIIIII删咖IIIIIIIIWE卿咂哩理咂

Embankment Building—Palmer & Turner, Architects.

On this page are illustrated only 
a small section of the big jobs 
〔hat this Company has performed 
recently. Many big—and in cases 
bigger—schemes have been put 
up by this Company.

Each work entrusted to us is a 
source of Pride to us, and big or 
small, we give each undertaking 
our most careful attention. Let 
us have the opportunity to do 
likewise for you.

Jfew SliBnglwi C®iistractioii Co. 
GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

(Established in 1922)

Head Office:一一681 Connaught Road—Phone 34171

The New Shanghai Construction 
Co. has added to its laurels by 
the appointment as Building Con­
tractors for the newest Shanghai 
skyscrapers — THE MED HURST 
APARTMENT, designed by 
Messrs. Davies and Brooke lor the 
Metropolitan Land Co., Ltd. The 
“MEDHURST" will be the most 
outstanding apartment building °n 
Bubbling Well Road and in the 
whole of Shanghai.

SPECIALISTS IN BUILDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION-REINFORCED CONCRETE STRUCTURES 
HOUSE DECORATORS-MILLS AND FAC1ORIES-V/HARVES AND BRIDGE
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From: Sheri Bankes vsheri@sheribankes.co.uk> 
Subject: Fwd: November!

Date: 24 October 2007 10:34:32 BST
To: Nicholas Bankes <nicholas.bankes@hemscott.net>

Nicholas - COULD YOU PLEASE PRINT THIS FOR ME TO TAKE TO SHANGHAI. THANK YOU. XX

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sheri Bankes <sheri@sheribankes.co.uk>
Date: 11 October 2007 15:43:31 BST
To: Tess Johnston <tessjohnston@ssbg.com.cn>
Subject: November!

Dear Tess,

What excellent news - that we are likely to be able to get together. Yes, I'll ring or email (or both) in that first week - might 
you very kindly remind me by email of your phone number? I know I have it, but I don't quite know where. Thank you.

Posy lives in the same place - Yan Ping Lu, Jing An Area (I assume this makes sense to you - all I can tell you is that it is a 
5 minute walk from Nanjing Lu and a 10-15 minute walk from the Hotel Portamen (ie Portman Hotel!), where Nicholas, 
unadventurous last time and resolute in his Englishness (ie, not exactly eager to learn a few words of Mandarin) used to go at 
any excuse and sit in the Starbucks there, reading whatever newspaper he could find, whilst I went off and looked around 
and had FUN.. I think he might be a trifle more eager to explore this time.

Re the Mullinjers, do you ever see them? Maybe, if we see them at all, we'll see them on a different evening to doing 
something with you?

I think I know why the "below" bit of my previous email didn't materialize: I think i forgot to press the relevant button. I'm going 
to try again

Question 1: What WWI military aircraft were in mosaics on the domed ceiling in the HK&SB in the room used by the club for 
former British military pilots and, in particular, was there DH-4 which is the plane my novel's protagonist flies pulling an 
advertising banner from Shanghai to Chungking and back?
Question 2: Do you share my personal enthusiasm for a man named Carl Crow who was a Missourian - as am I - and a 

journalist/advertising man who lived in Shanghai from 1912-1937 and who decades ago inspired my interest in interwar 
Shanghai and was vaguely the model for the principal protagonist of my novel? My grandmother's maiden name was 
',Crowe" and Carl Crow's family lived proximate to the home of my paternal grandparents. I would be interested to discover 
any family connection between Carl Crow and myself but can learn nothing about his Crow antecdents beyond his father, 
George Washington Crow. Can you offer any help?
Question 3: A lady who lives near my ancestral home in Southern Missouri was married to a man with the last name of 

Turner whose family had been in China for generations and whose father worked for the Post Office in Shanghai. Her 
husband was interned as a boy at a camp near Shanghai by the Japanese. Her husband is now dead. He refused to talk 
about his experiences in the camp when he was alive because he found them too painful to recall. She met him in Shanghai 
when she went to Shanghai after the War as part or under the sponsorship of the U.S Government to help relocate Jews from 
Shanghai to other places. She does not even know which internment camp in which he was confined. She would like 
information regarding any organizations or persons who might be able to assist her in learning where her husband was 
interned and speaking with others who were interned with him. Do you know of any such persons or organizations and how 
they may be contacted?

Yup!! It worked!! This is from Greg Letterman, who i assume has been in direct contact with you, although if so I don't know 
why he is routing this through me - maybe because he felt it was less imposing upon you. Hmm.

Best wishes,

mailto:vsheri@sheribankes.co.uk
mailto:nicholas.bankes@hemscott.net
mailto:sheri@sheribankes.co.uk
mailto:tessjohnston@ssbg.com.cn
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,ntic History Attached 
To Gasjndustry
Gas Company Shows Flourishing Record 

；Nearly Seventy Years, Service 
Dirt And Drudgery Abolished

see a miner leaving 
fter his day's work 
< with the primeval 
s a strange thought, 
digger of coal which 
med from trees of 
cars ago. And he 
mitive era with the 
to-day.
hich is brought up 
e is the basis of a 
:perity. Yet this 
osperity cannot be 
□limited. Coal mines 
v's cruse/* for they! 
ile, and coal must 
ised wisely. To use 

to get the greatest 
er of valuable pro- 
l,. and the modern 
.s manufacture en- 
e done.
lluniinant or .fuel is 
)f the last century, 
/an Helmont, at the 
he seventeenth cen- 
he word "gas” to a 
>r breath” that he 

in coal. England 
the forefront in the 
)ei'imont，ing to pro- 
and the Hon. Robert 
Dr. Clayton experi- 
•usly in the sixteen- 
latter actually dis- 
collecting gas from

First. Used
!V scientist, both at 
ie Continent, follow- 
tsteps of the pio- 
，ai?ds the end of the 
itury a Scotsman, 
a Parisian, Lebon, 

.te]y to produce gas 
rposes, succeeded in 
ir object almost

In 1802 Murdoch 
f Watt and Boulton 
ingham, and Lebon 
iminate some af the 
•is about the same

Chartered Gas Light 
vas born, under the 
-seeing disciple of 
.A. Winsor. 
n be spared to tell 
jays and the inven- 
brilliant engineer, 

Nor of the gas 
lopment both as a 
iel medium. Nor of 
)f the incandescent- 
Welsbach. But ajl 
iru^gles helped to 
idustry with a pre­
ic as its past.
Of Inferno

supply the gas for 
uge stacks of coal 
eady to enter the 
a be converted into 
its wonderful by-

retorts are ready, 
konsters, to swallow 
ever-ending supply 
,poured into them.

leaves behind a fresh charge of 
coal. The men working in the 
retort house may well look like 
inhabitants of the nether regions, 
for on a winter's afternoon thqre 
is a blaze of light as the cqke 
pours out, and a sudden glimpse 
as of an inferno.

The coke .falls into a trough 
running in front of the retorts and 
is carried away by a conveyor, 
steaming and hissing as it passes 
under the sprinklers that play on 
it at intervals. Thence it is dp- 
livered to the storage heaps. The 
gas that has been produced js 
taken off in pipes, and, after care­
ful puiification, goes into tHe 
gigantic gas-holders, ready to sup­
ply the needs of the dwellers in 
cities.

Through its heating properties 
gas warms and cooks for count­
less homes throughout the world. 
It has been truly said that 
farniliarity breeds contempt, and 
we get to look upon our boons as 
necessities and. rights. But how 
many housewives would like to go 
back to the inefRcient cooking of 
a kitchen range? Turn on the 
gas!

Coal grates arc becoming 
obsolete because of the dirt and 
drudpery they entail. Gas fires are 
achieving the object with which 
they were invented, that is. to do 
away .-with unnecessary labour. 
Their radiant heat brings warmth 
without dirt, and hygienically they 
far surpass the old coal grates.

In Shanghai the use of >as in 
kitchen and living rooms is fast 
spreading, as space in the lower 
regions of the house have become 
more cramped with the rise in the 
price of land and the necessity of 
building as econornically as 
possible.

It is a far cry to the. early days 
of the Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd. 
which laid its first mains in 1864 
and which has grown from a pro­
duction of 143 million cubic feet 
in 190[ to 740 million cubic feet 
in 1931—a flourishing record.

FLOOD PREVENTION 
WORK IN HUNAN

Plans are being made by the 
Hunan Provincial Government for 
the dredging of the Tungting Lake, 
in northern Hunan, and the rivers 
Siang Kiang, Tzu Kiang, and Li 
Kiang, in order, to remove the flood 
menace to the province. The lake, 
which is gradually filling up with 
silt, now constitutes an obstacle 
to the flow of water in these four 
rivers. As dredging. operations 
over the entire lake cannot be 
undertaken at the present juncture, 
when the Government is facing 
financial difficulties, it has been 
decided to concentrate attention on 
important points along the rivers 
and at their outlets to the lake. 
According to a resolution of the 
Provincial Government Committee,

APARTMENTS FOR CHINESE IN NEW STYLE

The above shows a model of a proposed Chinese apartment 
house, designed by Davies and Brooke, Architects.

BAKERITE CO. BUILDS 
MODERN FACTORY
Cleanliness Is First 

Consideration In 
Every Dept.

Among.the factories which have 
been built during the year to 
hoqse the many trades which 
tariff walls and increased popula­
tion have caused to expand in 
Shanghai, is the vast erection on 
Sinza Road, which has just been 
completed for the Bakerite Co.

Occupying a large plot of land 
and rising four storeys, the new 
factory will shortly be a humming 
Live of industry, turning out 
thousands of loaves of bread, tons 
of chocolates and sweets, and 
hundreds of pounds of cakes a 
day, to meet the demands of 
Shanghai's appetite and sweet 
tcoth.

For the last 20 years connected 
with the engineering firm of 
Baker Perkins Ltd., of London and 
Peterborough, Mr. C. J. Baker, 
vice-president of the Bakerite Co., 
looks upon the new factory as the 
child of^ his brain.

Into its planning "he has put'tfie 
experience of a lifetime, and it is 
safe to say that when the furn­
aces am stoked up, and the Hour, 
sugar and egg?; are beginning to 
swirl round In the great mixing 
troughs, there will be no bakery cl：—..... ♦ • • • 

ried so far as to include the very 
atmosphere which will pervade the 
institution. Not a breath of air 
will enter the food producing 
rooms except through special 
screens land by suctibn.' Not a 
man or woman worker will be 
allowed to proceed to the work 
rooms until a bath has been takei? 
and street clothes discarded in 
favour of clean white clothes, pro­
vided by the factory. Oil fuel alone 
will be used, eliminating： all dust 
and ashes.

On the ground floor space has 
been systematically divided and the 
arrangements are such that all 
incoming goods will be received at 
one entrance while all outgoing 
goods will be despatched from a 
separate exit, both being under the 
eye of the office, which has walls 
bi ilt for the most part of glass.

The first floor is the bread mak­
ing department, where from 2,500 
to 3000 loaves will be baked 
daily. -Every process will be en- 
tiiely automatic, .from the blend­
ing of flour, water, yeast, etc., to 
the wrapping stage. -

Biscuits will be made on the 
second floor, which will be equip­
ped to deal with from 4,000 to 
7,500 lbs. a day.

Chocolates will be made on the 
third flool*, and sweets on the 
fourth. Both these floors will be 
equipped with the latest 
machinery for candy making, and 
each contains n packing- room, 
built like a large glass cubicle, in 
the centre.
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.which i? h? I MV 'chb.^1，”弋 grtment house
in the form „f 挪撮：)* 眦％ 您忠n innovation 
by navies and Broclte. Arch teet； I101，U'atlcn 13 U，gf uced

164,275 
77,792 
13J8J)

255,25G

\ CIRCLE
CHINESE APARTMENT HOUSE

eniie, designed by B. Fraser,

Total 100 1G,179,814 100

number

may soon

the latest list 
Chinese Millown- 
at Shanghai, the

the annual 
in China is

Japanese mills > 
Chinese mills .. 

mills ...

Percentage
35
G2 ,
3

Percentage 
•17 
-13 
10

cloths, silk yaifns 
cloths made from

. of silvei*

广2 co-operatio( 
ioverninents an.l

. ........ 0 235. A
be secured.

The growth in 
Japanese mills in 
rapid, for in 1915 
threi '

四竺暨N district to have new A忘晶莉疝 block

the outlook fo •' 
we to cease a!

"e textile
or shall w/

Yarns 
in bales 

823,437 
1,48ft,919 

76,315
2,380,671

见现nf]al support, they arc likely 
to continue to be a force in the 
country.
..For the purposes of this article 
*; ,s no<j necessary to launch upon 
lh。technicalities governing' the 
comparison of costs of production 
between those of Lancashire and 
忏or China. Suffice it to say 
□】a, the conditions in Lancashire, 
as exist to-day, make it im- 
po^iblf to compete with its rivals 
舄 the Far East except in the case 
°1 specialities, largely consisting 
of finer goods. .

The Silver Question
；1 J?re tha“ in any other country 

2,hG w°Hd，not excluded India, 
where enormous quantities of the

es to cut their prices when 
如d, without causing any seri- 
inconvemence, whenever it is 

red to introduce their goods 
a new market or to meet in- 

ses m import tariffs in other

The number of Workers employ- 
ed by the various concerns are 
stated to be:—

Chinese mills........... -…、一
Japanese niills ....
British mills 

Total 

the  v. 
China has been 

-• - there were only
th邛e, but this number increased to 
11 in 1919 and again to 45 in 1931. 
At the present moment it is the 
Japanese influence which pre- 
deminates, and, with their well- 
known efficiency and adequate

later four Government mills were 
erected in Wuchang by Chang Chi- 
tung for the manufacture of cot­
ton yarn, cotton  
and fabrics and 
the ramie fibre.

According to 
available of the 
ers* Association 〜 
number of cotton mill了宫'打据 
whole of the country is 
follow:—

Japanese―15 mills (90 of which 
are located in Shanghai) 
aggregating 1,821,280 spindles.

Chinese—82 mills, with 2,招9,394 
spindles.

British—3 mills, with 177,228 
spindles. .

The total niunber o£ mills is 
thus 130, with 4,497,902 spindles. 
Viewed from a percentage basis, 
the Japanese mills work oiit at 
just over 40 per cent., the Chinese 
?t over 55 per cent, and the Brit­
ish-owned mills at under 4 per 
cgnt. of the total. The niirnber 
oL looms run by the Japanese con­
cerns in China total 14.0&2, while

Chinese operate 17,018 and the 
?ritish 2,480, making a total of 
33,580. The percentage figures 
york out at nearly 42 per： cent, 
for the Japanese-controlled looms, 
just over 50 per cent, for the looms 
managed by Chinese concerns and 
7 per cent, for those under British 
management. . ,
,According to the latest*returns, 
〜 i output of the industry 

as follows:—
Piece-goods , 

in pieces 
7,53,767 
6,&54,09l 
1,737,986

'nletal a】'。imported, the buyin' 
! Power ot the people in China muL ' 

ye seriously alfeeLed by the declir.
'111 sHyer values. It would, how- 

ever be incorrect to attribute th 
as the only factor which has bee s 
responsible for the drastic reduc - 
tion gf trade with Lancashire. The 
world economic depression 
aggravated by civil wars, flood / 
oanchtry and the conflicts with th ； 
Japanese in Manchuria an-1 
Shanghai, have also contributed to 
th号 dislocation of trade in China

In the Yangtze valley, one c 
Lh0 richest and most dense] 
populated districts in tlie countr'■ 
some 14,000,000 people were ren . 
dergd entirely destitute by flood - 
“nd tho： losr. to China by th：； 
catastrophe cannot be measurod i i 
terms of money.

¥ c?n? ho.wever, be maintains ! 
Sat a nse in the value of silver 
must cause an approximately cor­
responding increase in the buvin .^ 
power of the people. The stabilize； 
'ion of silver af a suitable leve1, 
py preventing violent fluctuation ； 
in exchange, will encourage trade.

It has been shown that the in - 
LGrnational control of silvei* valu/.«<fe； 
is a practical pp籍啜航节；铲财 
I。 be hoped that the
。£ the various un t

towards attaining such a

The Outluok In Lancashire
What then *is 

Lancashire ? Are „„ u 
to^elhor to figure in the 
tiade of Lhe b'ar East, 
S11 1 ill r c, i.i-

ets.
China^s Textile Industry
-y rticip.a[ion by the Jap an- 
1 the textile industry in China 

dates from 1895, when the 
y of Shimoneseki, which per- 
d. foreigners to establish 
*,es» was signed. So far as 
se-owned mills are concern- 

first factory appeared to 
peen established in Shanghai 
inese Government officials In 
the Yang Pu Chu Mill was 
P by Li Hung-chang. The 
mil] was also erected in 
hai in 1891, but a few years
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Hongkong for

曾?％盈0」欧费c*L；罗曾心况ding for the 

Hongkong, Davids and Brookc beinc the archUc：te Pd KowIoo">

STYLE

牌n**d by mere tracks or 
旺 all and. many districts are 
ST sav a lifn J??cces?ibIe- Needless 
LO s平y, lite in such nartq cf 
斜嗯义si：qe is almost unchanged

niethods rinost Primitive
tht people. he °心 occupation. °f

mechanical transport grave Drob- 
are arising with reZe-t to 

Shanghai^ streets and a well- 
deHneg, broad-based and co- 
《卷黑?炸月蝴will become an 
future, necessity m :the near

Rural Activities
. ^tp01 - *°m rural districts 
JP the Kiangsu Province have 
been reassuring. Many smaller 
provincial towns are opening，，」 
to modern trade methods but% 
ter communications form the nar- 
amou»t need of the day. The 

ohanghai-Hangchow-Nanking- 
中ghyay 13 a step in the right 
direction and should lead to a 
considerable betterment of trade 
conditions m tlie district/ which 
It serves^ The task of road bui说

this., as ill other Provinces 
21 China, is, however, a stupend- 
?us one, for so much requires to 
妙皿Y at once. The villages are

MILITARY labour for 
ROAD making

IS progressing satiafaderj切一 ,空 

k蜀炽皤布 

醍甑「加旅Sdiefb盅哭

£ certain number of 
!胃 have -been stim- 
•瞭 among the 
ulation m the larger 
翳罗警 ly Speaking, 

if H^alVSCaIe and it 
u,冲 stimulation of calculated to benefit 
long run. China as

I tn' fZV • efficiently 
* t。血1 m the best

and from 
are fre- 
-*3 much 

---firms on 
scalQ are now 

premises to the 
m理ern forms of 

certain 
二q con- 
use of

I POSS*卜 way all the benefit it 认 
possible to obtain in this manner!

Fundamental Soundness
A striking testimony to the 

fundamental soundnes sof Shang- 
.lai industry and commerce is seen 
ln construction of ]蓊瞿 
nu.bci;s of new factories shon? 
a" k dwelling-houses. A port 
:坦宜 Avitnesses such cnornious 
activity in the building trade as 
'as been apparent in Shanghai 
炉ng the year 1932 is not likeh； 
nesseriTh??m1. e-venfuaI sluggish 
著'痢册 fa%；s that Shanghai 
ls gifted with a niarvc&ciz 
geographical' position for taking a 
Pacific ini 上晚 trade of the 
&普 A言 Shanghai has been called 
涝 Paris of the East" for her 
alleged gaieties but probably sho 
can lay better claim to the tfde 
馆 the London of the East" i： 
?hc opportunities she haw fnr 
，理ie and commerce. In fact so "ch a* Shanghai^ natural ad 
需a曾您t the citU您 
:羿!° labour under few diq advantages other than the maT 
露轴f of '理Heal unce土嬲； 
:曾 one hopes to see han Jshed from the horiznn 艾 
at'an eldy^ate.1 & Co'opelat!°n

Exchange Fluctuations
,considerable difficulty to 

impoiters through the year has 
t房方籍曲叩腿violent Huctua- 
忠普攵 exchange and unfortun- 
爵忠 0笋 1S ?° likelihood that! 
these \yill come to end in the near 
^ture Shanghai here shared a 
dlffi?ulty with all parts of the 
黯?呷 like all other great 
to a hpfi- °°ks %nxious】y forward 
anf 埋tt罕 system of currency 
需缶 exchange throughout the 

"、.咯比 regard to purely local 
岩普僧罕i比? ye攀；has seen an at- 
mpnf. x X "be Nanking Govern- 
mept to do away with the tap] 
嚣？卷啊血te the silver dollar 
banknre Oppo?lticn °f the native 
臂燃 5 哓 other interested 
窘件s 潘如en great while the 
actual conditions obtaining in the 
v编盘 X 噌dly yet bSsaid to 
\ 11 aV the change. In view of 
has^befnCtS jitfc2e or no headway 
黯a嗯膘平Government 
towaids effecting the change and 
需矗养嗯炭that the whole | 
M落爵again be suffered to 
踝. oblivion—at least for a

/能哄您ods Of Transport 
Shanfrha?1Zatl°n of transport in 
疆售雄部s on apace. The 
vevanrp1*luan .ubiquitous coij.- 
buf £?/'腿 single passenger 
舞e尚萍喋京削m保lo噫 

肿护 continXo^andle^' 
新部.W急。，料档膘 

to ca?ry 臂恁e舟wn,are having 
motor ^affieg 寸端器餐h.ea7 , 
娜and unload#'炉何蛔" 
improvised factwies 
?uently poor and 芾ere 与： 
看臀stion, but摇蠢*S 
qqiE a small 、 
adapting- their 
requirements of 
transportation
3tntin^ success. With the 
scaijt increase in the

new tientsin-tsinan 
telephone

beted&- telephone ,service 
漓繇处留备嗯嗦an the 

「p薯肾in °p思既能。^盟1嚣 

噫就曹wg脚

-- ----- .__ ________ _
ULTRA MODERN
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The corns of Avenue Petain and Route Edan

of the

Dominion done a

(1 with those
orrespondii'ipr

modern apartment hou^e, designed by Davies and • *

as it possesses the very desirable

employment in h(

Quick Drying Flooring
Building Construction

wear.

duced into (Shanghai by Messrs. arcDuncan, and Co. It has been

in many
London market v

determined eflorts
be made to seeur
a footing in other

Far East Att

Duncan And Company Responsible 

ction Of Many Specialities Used

g Accessories Are 
dally Imported

subsoil, which a fiords so many 
problems to builders.

"T.M.B." Used Everywhere 
mastic and tile ifloor- 

ing,. which is now so well known 
and wideLy used, was also intro-

importa<ion 
Messrs. Dun- 
.ave been in 
s, have been 
I with the 

of building

take the 
eiffht months

Boautiful sanitary and bathroom 
fixtures being a particular feature "'' >n/ln»«r» ria” U.

-is the site chosen for the erection of this very

currency depreci

through the Mot 
fact, even now, 
is still essential 
the United King

During the yea 
immediately afte 
tralia was quite( 
state of all airs 
prices she obtalr 
ducts in the I for 
good, and there 
in disposing- of t 
export surplus th

Signs Of Cr
About three ye 

the first signs c 
crisis began to aj 
soon found out 
coining exceeding! 
pose of her prod 
Prices .for al! p 
eiinie down with .

the famous 
roofing, etc.;
5, as well as
i Chee Ilsin

v understand 
:le came fast 
>f the anti- 
i^hout China 
>ino-Japanese 
a and around 
nvinced of a 

of the law
iino-Japanese

an immense

icy
Great distress was 
her rural popuk

found that she c( 
cases obtain a th. 
for her primary [

largely employed in. America, al­
though but recently brought to 
Shano-hai, where, on account of its 
enduring qualities and ig being 
entirely unaffected by moisture it 
is admirably suited to the humid 
periods of .Shanghai's changeable 
weather which works havoc with 
many floorings. Once introduced 
this .flooring immediately became 
popular and -Messrs. Duncan and

good appearance. It is a mag- 
nesi<e base composition developed 
to a high pitch as regards appear­
ance and durability, being in many 
cases applied in occupied premises,

known the world over as manu­
facturers of .Edwards Quarries. 
These Quarries have .been used in 
Shanghai, throughout the .13.A.T. 
mid B.C.C. factories and in many 
other buildings.

They include among their 
agencies Messrs. Edwards, of 
Ruabon, Xorlh Wales, who

tralian exporter.
Both Govern me 

now that the cris: 
realized that the 
pendencc of Aus

rife.
The Governmon 

drastic action to 
of airairs that \ 
coming, impossible 
cut down to the 
of tho country's 
njents in __
disastrous drop i 
the Australian Po 
don mai'ket in so】 
a blessing in dis] 
c、' :---------- helj

weakness, and 1Artificial Lumber Supplied
，-The Arm's hardware department, 

aipis to combine- the precision 
,afforded by ；the best manfacturers 
of foreign locks and hardware

(Speciallj, 
While there ha 

years quite a coi 
of trade between 
Far East, it is 
last two or thro 
public in Au str? 
aware 一”：'.一 
sibilities of th 
market.

This statomcni 
indicate a lad 
amongst the A.u 
men, and this to 
is undoubtedly cc 
reason, however, 
enterprise on th 
tralia in expk 
Eastern market, 
Australia has (I 
of her existent

Brooke, Architects. The use of glass at the corners 
is a note much favoured in present-day building', 
as exemplified above.

are
It is

w

ar buildings 
their heads 

•ter century, 
skyline to 

the quality 
or other of

■ ■which arc

could obtain befo
This state of 

serious and 
purcussions in

feature of being quickly applied, 
only two or three days beirfg 
sufficient.

^Mastipave,0 a hard wearing in­
dustrial flooring applied in a 
similar fashion io linoleum, is yet 
another of the floorings which * 
particular lines carried. ~ 
necessarily low priced but 
f^tand up to the severest。__
It is laid over either wood or con­
crete and, in the latter case is 
especially valuable in premises 
where delicate machinery is in­
stalled, as it entirely eliminates 
"dusting up” of cement floors and 
consequent damage to niachines. 
It has the fm/bher desirable quali­
ties of bein^/ silent to the tread 
and inipei'viyus1. to moisture. 、

Sanitary Fixtures

vogue in both Chinese and foreign 
circles in Shanghai.

Mottled pink tiles, with bath 
basin and other accessories carried 
out in plain porcelain to match, 
combined with a .floor covered in. 
liffh'i- blue mosaic Liles, form one 
of the cheerful ,bathroom schemes 
which are to be seen in the show > 
room which Messrs, 'Duncan and 
Co. has recently opened in their, 
new.premises in Hamilton House.

,Dnncan and . Co. are general 
nianap-ei-s for the Shanghai 
Mechanical Co., who manufacture 
steel, windows. .

1930-1931

5,328 173,990-
— -------"-
eovery
are express-
s, the trade

change rate；;

orts Imports
.212 13,385
.4G2 15,702
486 15,996
102 20,8(59
354 29,413

21,412
.844 26,883
.978 25,401
823 3S.141
28G 20,358
G9-1 M,8G5
9GG I2,8R9

GOO 25G,3bl

join Sentem-
1932 will be
that in the
injr period,
iber, 1930 to

to the re- 1

their import
as follows：

|1931 9|1930
to to

；1932 8|1931
Z.184 34,091
1,410 17,095
i,513 8,500
1,882 18,951
?,902 18.29-1
J,0S3 22,907
!,(555 5,811
i,S53 8,067
),8S2 35,436
一,964 4,778

ANOTHER APARTMENT HOUSE FOR THE FRENCH CONCESSION AllSfTO

Slump In 4 
Dijsguis
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Brooke arc the

ffice Bank
Progress j

rs" Existence

TWTLVE-STOREY BUILDING FOR MEDHURST ROAD CORNER

)st Office, Postal RemiU 
Is Filling Need In The ；• 
China's Workers

Remittances

3vc administrations.

architects.

these

storeys height. The ground
Bubbling Well and

Davies And Brooke Build Fine Modern Flats For 
Metropolitan Land； Modern Structure Will 

Tower On Medhurst Road

A direct money

lMe(lhursl/* which is how under erecti<»n at 
of Medhurst and Bubbling Well Roads, for

New nparliucnt building, (o be known

is Is. The outport ofllccs numbei? 
173 in all, while Shanghai alone 
sscsses a further 28.

Foreign Correspondents
Foreign correspondents for the 

and Savings 
mk arc the Bank of- China, Lon£ 
n; the National City Bank and 
c Chase National Bank, in New 
)rk: the Yokohama Specie Bank； 
Tokyo; the National City Ban峙 
Yokohama; and the Banque de 

ndo-Chiiic in. Paris and ig 
moi.

On the ninth floor there will be 
a restaurant operated by the 
management and a large reception 
room and lounge. The tenth and 
eleventh floors will be devoted to 
flats "de luxe" of six or seven 
1'ooins each, while on top, about 150 
feet from the ground, there is to 
be an attractive roof garden.

It sounds ideal and should help 
to solve a good inany problems for 
tho bachelor girl, bachelors and 
timall families, who may desire to 
be relieved occasionally of the 
worry of preparing- meals, and yet 
at the same time wish to have the. 
accommodation and the facilities 
for house-keeping when they are 
that way inclined. The architects 
arc Messrs. Davies and Brooke 
and the Metropolitan Land Com­
pany arc the sponsors of the 
venture. The name chosen fur 
Lhe new building is 、

The rapid increase in the num­
ber of apartment buildings in 
Shanghai has frequently been the 
subject of coinment in 二__
columns, and wonder has often .been 
expressed as to where the people 
come from to Gil them. They are, 
however, nearly all occupied as 
soon as they are completed and as 
the demand still remains unsatisli- 
cd we arc .now promised another 
and newei1 development to meet the 
steadily growing needs.
.Early this month the pile driv­
ing was completed on a site at the 
junction of . Bubbling Well and 
Medhurst roads, and building- start-1

eel on a scries of modern service 
Hats which' should be \ 
tenants in little over a year's time. 
As far as can be judged from the 
preliniinary plans, these flats will 
provide service almost as complete 
in every deparlment of activity as 
that which is expected from the 
best flats of this type in the larger 
centres of population in the West; 
and will mark one more definite 
step in Shanghai's progress.

The building will be,、twelve 
storeys in height. The ground 
floor will be devoted to shops and 
f『on\ the first to the eighth floor 
there will be 16 residential flats, 

the Metropolitan Land Co., Ltd. Inset is a bird's-eye 
view of a model of the building. Davies and

with kitchens and pantries, anc 
some 40 single and two-vooined 
apartments, each, however, with 
its own entrance hall, box-room and

i • -i;y order service is 
»intaincd with the foreign postal 
ministrations of Belgium； 
nada, Denmark, F.M.S., France, 
rniany, Great Britain, Hong： 
ng, Japan, Macao, Netherlands 
lia, Norway, Siam, Strait^ 
ttlements, Sweden, and th 4' 
S.A., while ar. indirect money
lev service to all other coun&, 
es is maintained through the 
)vc administrations..
Starting as an offshoot of the' 
st Ofiicc four years ago, with a 
)ital of just over two milliori 
lars, the Postal Remittances and 
vings Bank to-day finds itself 
a very secure position, its total 
ets being estimated at over 4(j 
lion dollars. An inlcresling iteiii 
the balance sheet is that tc《. 
de cl against savings, which, in 
ie .1931 amounted to close oiji 
million dollars.
.'hat the bank has quickly earn： 
lhe confidence of the working 
lions is evidenced daily by thp 
wds which throng round th§ 
noy order counters of the bank , 
well as o£ those at the branch 
t office. Particularly at thp 
inning of each month when rc； 
tanccs to the old folks living in 
country are being made, the 

wd presses round the receiving 
cr's desk with dollar notes 
:ched in toil hardened fists. £

Simple And Safe ? 
low much simpler and safer 
。send money home in this way 
，ugh the great organization 
h as that of the Post Oflicd, 
n by the methods which pr(j- 
ed in the past, through 
nts houses or travelling salcs- 
i. It has not taken the Chinese 
夕 earner long to realize the 
antagp of the present system 
nakinq payments to far olF din­
ts, and the figures show to whati 
reat extent t he people bene lit 
this means. No less than (ivd 
lion dollars were sent in rel 
tances during the year ending 
e 1931, while at that date, wheri 
balance sheet was preparecij 

of money in transit 
"差close on 350,000



T
H

E
」

S
H

A
N

G
H

A
I

 

S
U

N
D

A
Y

 

TIMES

 

I
N

D
U

S
T

R
I

A
L

, S
E
C
T
I
O
N
'

 S
U

P
P

L
E

M
E

N
T

 

T
O

 

S
P
E
C
I
A

L
O

O
K

I
N

G

 DOWN

 O
N

 A
N

 U
L

T
R

A

 

MODERN

 

,
R

E
S

I
D

E
N

C
E

色
S°K

s
d

u
d

i
o

n

-
g
R
w
n
e
r  

Give
。

x
a
l  

c
h

B-e
s
e

舞
皆 e

『昌 S
S

S-K
S

T
n

m
E

 

Y
e
a
r

 N
o

w

 C
l
o
s
i
n
g

 H
a
s

 Been

 O
n
e

 O
f

 M
o
s
f

 p
u
z
z
l
h
.

 

•  For

 

R
e
a
l

 

E
s
s
e
e

 

Marker

 

G
r
a
d
u
a
l

R
e

a
m

 O
f

 Confidence

 

‘

-
s  

M
a
d
e

c
o
n
f
i
d
e
n
c
e

 

fhcsec.ou

 

o
f

 

(
h
e

 
- 

a
n

 

abnoi

 

eastern

咨d
e
l  M

 

r-n  

u
p
，(
c
，d
l
d
e  

r
e
s
i
d
e
n
c
e  

now  

b
e
i
n
g  
e
r
e
c
t
e
d  

2
1
 

J
c
s
m
H
C
I
d

 

R
e
a
d

 

fo
r

 

z
.  

Y
.

 woo
”  

E
s
q
・

 

Davies  

p
=
d  

Broc.kc  

a
r
c
f
h
c  

a
r
c
h
i
t
e
c
t
;

料 

—

z
s  

b
e
M
・

 

sp
cc

s
-w

 

-

D
M

 M
kW

 

二 Me

 

~o
ca

~

 
c

s.f

.2 

.

e-c
d

s-Shanghai.

 

.
c  

o  
玳 m
iob

ZJU
L

w
a
s

rt-e
 

w
o
u
l
d

 

s
e
b

 

inihan

 

p
r
o
d
u
c
e

 

c
i
o
n
.

 

I
n

 

C
h
i
n
a

 

Were
 

甘 

n

lor
e
 

h
u
m
i
d
i
t
y

 

u
s
n

 

i
s  

n

-s
-gs
 

件y
.

 

!

 

problem

 
h
e
l

.QJ 

:
-
 

-■> 
ejeeb

 

e
x
c
e
s
s
i
v
e

 

，
 

p
p
y
s
 

h
a
v
o
c

 

wifh

 

C
h
e

 

e
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
l
y

 

d
u
r
i
n
g

 

C
h
e

 

m
o
n
c
h
s
.

i
m
m
e
d
i
a

s-l
y
f
o

 

a

 

visitors

 

m
i
l
lA
s

 

I  saidrehosowho

 work

 

i
n

 

a

 

m
i
l
l

 

wclrhe

 

n
o
i
s
e

 

o
f

 

f
h
。

 

Y
n
a
c
h
i
l
l
e
r
y

l.
c-t-s  
v
E
a
s
d
 a

t
m
o
s
p
h
e
r
e

 

i
f  

I  

m
a
y

 

s
a
y

 

s
o"  

a
n
-

CLt
-
h
°

・
o
n

oq 

h
o
u
r
s

.- b2comeQ

?-argic

 a
C

rrm
e
s

・

a
n
d  

C
h
e

SHANGHAI  

S
unday  

t
i
m
e
s
)  

housing

 

o
f

 refugees

 

i
n  

-he

 

C
e
n
t
,  

and

 w
e
s
t
e
r
n

 d
i
s
c
r
i
c
w
o
f

 -he

 

Inf

 

一

吏

o-n
a
l
 

s
e
M
l
e
m
e
R
a
n
d

-31
也 

Concession

 

was

 

a

 

most,

 
a

-ac 

.problem

 

a
n
d

 
li

s-r
a
 

二 y

 

h
u
n
d
g

 

were

 p
l
a
c
e
d

5-vacant,

 houses

 w
h

 

w
o
u
l
d

 

normally

 

a
y
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
s

 

m
o
d
e
r
a
t
e

 

sized

 

f
a
m
i
l
y
，  

N
a
?
r
a
=
y

 

r
e
n
p
l
s

 

s
o
a
r
e
d

 

u
p

 

C
h
e

 

n
o
n
l
n
g
h
u
n
g

 

-arFas

 

~ 

disappeared

 

compleeRy

 

i
n

 

f
h
e

 

c
u
-
p
i
e
d  

a
r
e
a
s。

i.ec 

Eastern

 

z  

Northern

 

d
i
s
c
.
i
c
e
s
,  

.
R
e
p
e
r
c
u
s
s
i
o
n
)

 

quite

 

aparbfi

 

L
h
e

 

d
a
m
a
g
e

 

c
a
u
s
e
d
)

 

w
a
s

 

s
l
o
w

 

coming

 

e
v
e
n
p
f
b
e
r

 • 

p
e
a
c
e

 

/ 

d
e
c
l
a
r
e
d

 a
n
d

 

tr
o

'op
s

 withdraw?

 

(
h
e
r
e

 w
a
s

 a

 fcolinm

 o
f
 a

p
p
r
e
h
e
n
d

 

w
h
i
c
h

 

l
a
s
t
e
d

 we=

 

in
fo

 
e
h

-(Dm
u
m
r

 

T
h
a
b

 

feeling

 

h
a
s

 

nof

 
e
n

.?ely・ g

 

even

 n
o
w
"

 b
u

rr-conndenc.

rt>-
s  

lQtL 

5-g
 

a
n
d

 

recons

sr.UCHOn

 

i
s  

proQ

 

3-g
 

r
a
p
i
d
l
y
,

 

_schemest.hal

 
4
 

F
p
c
e
d

 

i
n

 a
b
e
y
a
n
c
e

 o
n

 

bhe

 
O
U
5
1
 

o
f

t-t-h
e
 fghbng

 

are

 now

 b
e
i
n
g

 
- 

c
e
e
d
e
d

 

with"

 a
n
d

 

C
h
e

 w
h
o
l
e

 
a.
g- 

p
h
e
r
e

5-
rt-h
e
s
e
 areas

 

i
s  

r
e
t
. c

r
n

s-
一
 

pre-war

 

c
o
n
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
，
R
o
a
d
—
m
p
r
-

 

mencs

s-C
M
d
i
n
g

 

g
x
s
n
s
i
o

-s• 

w
i
d
e
n

s-g
s

 

a
r
c

 
bel

s-g
 

carrie

r? 

'rapidly-

 w
h

 
一
切
二h

e

 new

 _ y

 c
o
n
s
t
r

 

-

e
d

 

i
l
o
u
s
e
s
i
n

rt-hese

 

areas

 

g
r
a
d
u
a
l
l
y

 

filing

 

u
p

・

O
w
n
e
r
s

 

Display

 

' 

The

 

C
F
e
c

STo
f

 T
I

 

i
n
-
h
e
n
r
s
e

 

h
a
,
f

 

n
a
f
u
r
a

 
二 y

 

caused

 

l

=la
 r

 k
e
f

 

ntn

r-h
e
「n

 

a
-s
ir
ic
zs  

wcref.he

 

c  

SUFCre?

 

L
a
n
d
l
o
r
d
s

 and

 

inves

 

Q
s
b
m
a
n
y

 

m
o
n
t
h
s

 

o
f

 

r
e
n

 
尸 w

 

depressed

 
E
h

s.r 

r
e
t
u
r
n
s

 

and

 

c
o

 

q
u
e
n

 
二 y

 a
f
f
e
c
g
d

 

f
h
c

 
2

c*e
 

o
f

 
_

i .
乏

5-9
 

I  

a
m

 

ensured

 

-
r
e  a

 n
u
m
b
e
r

 

o
f

 

s
i
m
i
l
a
r

 

-nghaL

 w
h
i
c
h

 

i
s  

a

 
r

-sT
 

Qacbfrom

 
?
0
 

p
o
i
n
b

 

-
f
o
r
e
i
g
n
e
r

 c
o
m
i
n
g

 h
e
r
e

 

.5 D
o

 Haz

 
w

-2k
 - 

i
o  H

 

s
p
a
c
e

 o
f

sr.m
e
e
h
a
t

 

n

 

h
e
r
e

 

I  

h
a
v
e

 

n
o
t

 
b
e

-2 

r
o
u
n
d

 

most,

 

o
f

 

t-he  

b
i
g

 

J
.
y
w
h
e
r
e

 

C
h
a
L
l

 

went;

 

1  

oHcnted

 

l
a
b
o
u
r

 

w
h
o
s
e

 

二 

heal?appeared

 

U
n
，  

e
・ 

I  

a
n
— J

a

 

new
，c

o
m
e
r

 

n
d

 w
a
s

 

s
u
r
p
r
i
s
e
d
!
:。

f
n
d

 

o
f

 

female

p
b
o
u
r
Q
m
,
 

Qcalindustries.
only

 

l
i
g
h
t
,  

w
o
r
k

 

i
s  

l
.
e
—  

women

 

s
u
c
h

 

a
s

 

r
e
e
l
i
n
g
-

 

一
 

务

，

The

 

r
e
s
t

 

o
.
f  

t
-
h
c

 

.
o
n
e

 

b
y

 

m
e
n

 

w
h
o

 

p
e
a
r

 

o
f

 

f
a
c
t
o
r
y

 

o
p
e
r
a
M
o
n
s
.

 

c
a
s
e

 

i
s  

d
m
e
r
e
n
t
.

 

O
n
e

 

J
e

 

l
a
b
o
u
r

 

e
v
e
r
y
w
h
e
r
e
，  

0
?
0
3
 

m
i
l
l

 

industry

 

e
v
e
n

 

:
;w

i
b
h
m
o
r
e

 

Chan

 

4
0

 

periencc

 

ca
nn

.

2.d
e
c
p
r
e

 

，i
s  n

o
t
h
i
n
g

 new?

Q
a
r
?
 

o
w
s
 a

l
l

rbh
e
r
e

 

i
s  g

 know・

 

fyv.here

 

I  
g
p

s
o
m
e

 n
e
w
，

一
 

Q
a
s
 

o
r

 

m
e
t
h
o
d

 

w
h
i
c
h

 

I  _ 

e
e
n

 

b
e
f
o
r
e

 

elsewhere,

 

I  

y

c*o
 

Lhe

 

Chinese-

5
=
r
 

羿 n
o

 m
a
t

s-r
 how

 eacienf

 

~t, b
e

 inmiil

 m
a
n
a
g
e
m
e
n
t

 

-
r
a
n
g
e
r

 

w
W
h

 

some

'

-
-
-

,;
‘
• 

T
h
e

 

w
o
u
l
d

 

b
e

 
h
o
w

 
j  

humidify
 

w
h
i
c
h

 

j

— 

… 

：

3  

COKOF

 

诟 pBcially

 

d
u
r
i
n
g

 

U
i
e

 

s
u
m
m
e
r

 

_
_

!:.
， 

I

 

a
m

 

confidenbUiat;

 

i
f  

w
o
u
l
d

 

b
e

 

b
e
n
e
n
c
i
a
l

t-t-o

 

u
s
e

 

p
o
w
e
r
，  

f
u
l

 e
x
h
a
u
s
L
f
a
n
s

 w
h
i
c
h

 w
o
s
d
 force

 

c
u
t
;

?
e
 

u
n
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
r
y

 

d
a
m
p
n
e
s
s

 

f
r
o
m

 

-
h
e

 

v
a
r
i
o
u
s

 

d
e
p
a
M
m
e
n

el-s

 

o
f

 

罗e

 

m
i
l
l
.

T
h
e

 

mills

 

i
n
b
h
i
s

 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y

 

work

 

d
a
y

 a
n

d

2.g
h
c
 

a
n
d

 

I  h
e
a
r

rt-h
a
f
 

f
a
c

s-l.y 

l
a
w
s

 

h
a
v
e

 

r
e
c
e
n
t
l
y

 

b
『e

n

 

一
 

i
n
e
r
o
a
u
c
e
d
,

 

H
m
W
i
n
g
f
h
e

 

working

 

h
o
u
r
s

 
o
f

?-e
 o

p
e
r
a
t
i
v
e
s，

T
h
j
s

 c
o
n
’  

finuous

 

w
o
r
k
i
n
g

 

o
f

 

f
h
e

 

mi
ll

 

has

 

f
h
e

 

result;  o
f

 r
e
d

.cc

d-g
 overhead

 e
x
’  

p
e
n
s
e
s

 

and

 

c
a
p
i
t
a
l

 

c
h
a
r
g
e
s
/

 

I
n

 

I
n
d
i
a

 

women

 

are

 

e
x
e
m
p
t
e
d

 

f
r
o
m

 

-

c-t-h
e

'del.formance

 

o
f

 

any

 
s
o
r

rt-o
f
 

一
 n

o
c

c-t-urnal

 

labour.

 

H
e
r
e

 

I  

u
n
d
e
r
,

 

-srandchey

 

c
a
n

 

w
o
r
k

 

o
n

 b
o
?
d
a
y

 

-
a
n
d

 

n
i
g
h
b

 

shifts
，  

J  

Wages

 

Are

 

Low

 

一
 

T

 

力 

?
s
l

rt-w
n
p
-
b
s

 

o
f

 

】a
h
2
1
r

 
b2.f!

B
y

 
c
o
u
r

c-t-c
s
y
 

o
f

 Realty

 I
n
v
e
s
t
m
e
n
t

 
0
0
-
 

(
S
T
C
C
i
a
u
.
u

 

T
h

e

「 

The

 

year

 u
n
d
e
r

 r
e
v
i
e
w

 h
a
s

 

"sen

 

】
 

p
r
o
b
a
b
l
y

 one

 

o
f

 fhe

 

most;

 p
u
z
z

 ing

 

“
 

for

 

巳 l

s-Q
r
e
s
f
e
d
 i

n

 b
h
e

 Real

 E
s

r-t-n
e
 
• 

M
a
r
k

s-i
n
c
h
i
s

 

c
i
f
y

・  

N
0

2.c
y

・ h
a
s

 

p
r
o
b
a
b
l
y

 

e
v
e
r

 

s
u
f
-

. 

fel.%

 

i

3.*ch

 

a

 

u
n
i
q
u
e

 

w
a
y

 

a
s

 

一
 s

h
a
n
g
h
a
.

r-i
n

 f
h
e

-grly

 

p
a
r
.

er-o
f
 

_he

 

一
 yGal.

】  

w
h
e
n

 

p
o
r
t
i
o
n
s

 

o
f

 
i

rrwere

 

A..mosbcompQ

s-l
y

 

i
s
o
p
J
s
d

.§d
 

e.vacuatled

 b
y

 

t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s

 

o
f

 .
i
n
h
a
-
b
i
t
-  

anes

 and

 
w

s-c
 obher

 Rol.

r-r
o-n
s
 were

 

c
r
o
w
d
e
d

 

a
n
d

 

o
v
e
l

SJo
w
f
n
g

 

w
i
b
h

 
l.e

‘
 

fugees

 from

 -he

 s
t
r
i
c
k
e
n

 a
r
e
a
s

 a
n
d

 

f
r
o
m

 

/
th
e  

ourying

 

d
i
s
E
r

-nesand

 

a
d
j
a
c
o
M

 

s
u
b
u
r
b
'
s

 

pom.ing

 

i
n
t
o
.
s
e

 

u
n
t
i
F
e
c
b
e
d

 

d
i
s
t
r
i

s-s

 

for

 

sh
el

be
r,

 

E
a
r
l
y

 

i
n

 January-

 t
r
a
d
i
n
g

 c
o
n
d
r

 

f

o-n
s
 

w
e
r
e

 

f
a
r

 

from

 

n
o
r
m
a
l

 a
s

p
 

general

 f
e
e

 

i  n
g

 o
f

 i
n
s
e
e
u
l
.
w
y

 wasin

 

f
h
e

 

a

一r  

and

 

many

 

a
.  

w
o
u
l
d
-
b
e

 

specL

二 a

s-r
 

w
a
s

 

n
e
r
v
o
u
s
l
y

 

s
a
f
e
—  

g
u
a
r
d
i
n
g

 

his

 

ingress

 

a
s

 

f
a
r

 

a
s

 

p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e〉

b
u
b

 

w
w
h
o
u
b
p
u
n
c
h
i
n
g

 

f
0
3
h

 
o
n

rt-o
 

fresh

 

s
c
h
e
m
e
s
.

 
M

.on
e
y
 

w
a
s

 

consequently

 

e
x
t
r
e
m
e
l
y

 

CighC

 

and

 m
o
H
g
a
g
c

 

i
n
t
e
r
e
s
t
,  commenced

 

C
o

 

s
o
a
r

 

u
p

 

T
h
i
s

 

w
a
s

 

e
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
l
y

 

u
n
f
o
r

s-n
a

r-t-
。asbhe

 

a
d
v
e
n
b

 o
f

rt-h
e
 

C
h
i
n
e
s
e

 L
u
n
a
r

 Y
e
a
r

 w
a
s

 a
p
p
r
o
a
c
h
—  

i
n
g

 

a
n
d

 

money

 w
a
s

 

n
e
e
d
e
d
-

 

The

 

s
i

g-a
H
o
n

 

s
e
e
m
c
d

rt-o

 

b
e

 

a
b
n
o
r
m
a
=
y

 

a
c
u
b
e
a
n
d

 

a
l
l  

markers

 

i
n

 

S
h
a
n
g
h
a
i

 

quibe

 

a
p
a
r
b

 f
r
o
m

 

the

 

Real

 
E

s-a
r
e
 Marker

 w
e
r
e

 

alfecfed.

 

T
h
e
n
〔here

 
c
a
m
e

c-t-h
c
 

c
a
t
a
c
l
y
s
m

 

t
U

 

"
h
e

 

e
n
d

 

o
f

 

J
a
n
u
a
r
y

 

and

 

s
e
r
i
o
u
s

 

Aght-.ing  s
t
a
r
r
e
d

•

T
r
a
d
e

 Temporari

一y  A
b
a
n
d
o
n
e
d

 

All

 

u
l
o
u
g
h

c-rs  

o
f

 
m
a
l
.
k

s-s
 

w
e
r
e

 

•then  

a

 -bandoiied

 

a
n
d

 

cracowas

 

uuel.ly

 

o
u
C

 

o
f

 

t
h
e

 
q
u
e
s
L

o-
尸 

f
o
r

 

s
e
v
e
r
a
l

 

monLhs,

 

Food

 

problems

 

ycuee

 

m
i
d

 

d
a
n
g
e
r
o
u
s
"

 

b
u
t
;  

w
e
r
e

 m
o
s

rt-a
d
n
l
i
r
a
q
l
y

 h
a
n
d
l
e
d
.

 

The

T
h
e

 

mills

 

h
e
l
.
o  

u
s
e

 
c
o
c

s-n
 

i
m
l

 

p
o
r

Grd
 

f
r
o
m

 

different

-gu
n
r
.
l
e
s
i
 

s
u
c
h

 

a
s

 

A
m
e
r
i
c
p

 

-India

 

a
n
.
(
V  

Burma

 

a
n
d

 

巳 s
o

 

c
h

s-s
s
e

 

c
o
M
o
n

 

whi-cX

 

i
s

 

g
r

o
w

n

s-t
-
h
i
s

 

c
o
u
n
w
y

・  

T
h
e
r
e

 

i
s  

n

2.s
u
s
c
i
e
n
b
p
r
o
d
u
c
M
c
n

 

o
f

 

C
h
i
n
e
s
e

 

c
o
s
o
n

5-f
u
l
.
n

.wh
 

l
.
c
—  

一
 

q
u
i
r
e
m
e
n

srher
。

w-bhoub

 
h
a
v

5-g

rt-o
 

5-lporL

 

c
o
s
o
n

 

f
r
o
m

 

a
b
r
o
a
d
.

 

Most:

 

o
f

 
C
h
e

 

C
h
i
n
e
s
e

 

c
o
s
o
n

 

i
s  

r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d

 

here
 between

 o
c

s-b
e
r

 and

 J
a
n
u
a
r
y
.

 

T
h
e

 

m
i
l
l

 o
w
n
e
r
s

 

a
l
s
o

 h
a
v
e
s

 

s
e
e
k

 

c
o
s
o
n

 

supplies,

 

flonl

 

India"

 

o
r

 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a

 

according

 
(
Q
 

C
h
e

 

P
l
a
c
e
s

 

a
n
d

 
D
a
r
i

rt-y
 

o
f

 

exchange.

 

T
h
i
s

 

I  

r
e
g
a
l
e

 a
:

 

gl.eae

 disadvantage-
。

 

e-t-h
e
 

m
-

一 1  

o
w
n
e
r
s
.

 

C
h
a
n
g
i
n
g

 

and

 

chopping

 

o
f

 

m
i
x
i
n
g

 
r
e
q
u
i
r
e

 

close

 

a
c

g-neion

 

e
s
p
c
c
i
a
l
l
y
.
/
y
i

c-r-h

 

-
h
e

 d
r
a
f
t
­

i
n
g

 

and

 

C
h
e

 

rollers
、inehe

 

speed

 

f
r
a
m
e
s

 

andrings,
Chinese

 
C
O
L

s-n
 

P
r
e
f
e
r
r
e
d

 
I  m

u
s
b

 s
f
a
g

 c
a
n
d
i
d
l
y
u
l
a

c-t-c
h
m
-

 

cse

 
c
o
r

s-n
 

i
s  

s
u
p
e
r
i
o
r
-。

C
h
a
b

 
o
f

 
I
n
d
i
a
-

 

I
n

 s
o
m
e

 

o
f

 

t
h
e

 
m
s
s
 
h
2
.
9
 

where

c-t-h
e
y
 

a
r
e

 

spinning

 

f
i
n
e
r  

c
o
u
n
t
s

 however)

 

E
h
e
y

 h
a
v
e
s

 
Q
O
S
'
 

H
n
e
f
h
e
m

cn.elves

 

L
o

 
A

.se
l
.
i
3
n
 
0
0
7
 

f
-
D
n  

T
m
-
i
A
n

 

i
f  

n
r
o
r
J
G
r
-
v

N
e
w

 problems

 c
r
o
p

 u
p

 

ev
el

.y

 day

 

inbhe

 

m
i
l
l

 

w
h
i
c
h

 

mu.sb

 

b
e

 

con-

 

f
l
.
o
l
M
e
d

 

mid

 

s
o
l
v
e
d

 o
n

?
e
 

spor

 

c
l
i
m
a
c
c

 c
h
a
n
g
e
s

 h
a
v
e

 a

 g
r
e
a

rt-deal

 

L
o  

d
o

 
w
i

c-t-h
 

C
h
e

 

functioning

 

o
f

 

a

 

c
o
M
o
n

 m
=
L

 

I
n

 m
i
x
i
n
g

 

c
o
t
f
o
n

 y
o
u

 

may

 

f
i
n
d

 

C
h
a
C

 
e
h
e

-3
2-h
o
d
 

w
h
i
c
h

 

h
a
s

 b
e
e
n

 w
o
r
k
i
n
g

 s
a
e
i
s
f
a
c

s-ri
ly

 f
o
r

 

a

 n
u
m
b
e
r

 

o
f

 0
a
y
s
『  

might;

 s
u
d
d
e
n
l
y

 

p
r
o
v
e

 

otherwise
，  

cold,

r+-b
e
 

h
i
g
h

 

w
i
n
d
s

 

and

 

e
x
c
e
s
s
i
v
e

 

h
e
a
t

 

h
a
v
e

 

Lheir

 

baneful

 

ef
fe

ct
s

 

o
n

 

f
h
e

 

o
p
e
r
a
,

 

M
o
n

 

o
f

 

a

 

m
il
l.

 

T
h
e

 man

 

o
n

 

t
,
h
e  

job

 

has

 t
o

epu
n

'%h
i
s

 

m
a
c
h
i
n
e
r
y

 

i
n

 

s
u
c
k

 

a

 way

 

a
s

 

b
o

 workChe

 
c
o
r
 

■
ton  m

i
x
i
n
g

 

C
o

 

Che

 b
%
e

 a
d
v
a
n
t
a
g
e
，  

Iffhere

 are

 t
o
o

 many.breakages

s- 

A
e

 

r
o
v
e

 
i

c-t-m
e
a
n
s

 

m
o
r
e

 
w

-2.k 

f
o
r

 

C
h
e

 

opel.at.ives  

especially

 

i
n

 

the

 

-

weaving

 

sheet

 

l
b  b

r
e
a
k
s

 

t
h
e

 

b
a
c
k
s

 

o
f

?
e
 

workers

 

C
o

 

h
a
v
e

 

f
o

 

draw

into.se


• THE ANXIOUS ARCHITECT 言 A
Mr. J. T. W. Brooke in frantic search for the key of the new 
., Union Jack Club.
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Concrete

ourt) 
red with

26. Astor House Hotel.
18,700 sq. ft. of flat roof covered with 

Pabco Concrete Roofing

27. Late German Consulate.
Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete 

Roofing.

28. Japanese Consulate.
6,100 sq. ft. of flat roof covered with 

Pabco Concrete Roofing.
29. N. Y. K Offices.

Roofs painted with Pabco Paint.
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20.
RETE

ices. 21.
?ETE

Yangtse Insurance Association.
7,100 sq. ft. of flat roof covered with 

Pabco Concrete Roofing.
Jardine Matheson & Co., Ld.
Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete 

Roofing.

22. Banque de 1'Indo Chine.
7,500 sq. ft. of flat roof covered with 

Pabco Concrete Roofing, parapet 
walls treated with Dampproof Com­
pound.

23. Masonic Hall and Club.
3,800 sq. ft. of flat roof covered with 

Pabco Concrete Roofing.

24. Yokohama Specie Bank, Ltd. 26. A
Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete IE

Roofing.
25. British Consulate (Supreme Court) 27. L. 

4,000 sq. ft. of flat roof covered with F：
Pabco Concrete Roofing.
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14. Bank of Taiwan, Ltd.
Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete 

Roofing.
15. Chartered Bank of India, Australia &

China.
Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete 

Roofing.

16. Palace Hotel.
6,300 sq. ft. of roof garden covered with 

Pabco Concrete Roofing—the first 
Roof Garden m Shanghai.

17. Banque Beige Pour FEtranger, Credit
Foncier d'Extreme Orient.

Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete

18. Netherlands Trading Society.
Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete 

Roofing.
19. P. & O. Steam Navigation Co. Offices. 

Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete
Roofing.

21

a1
l(_ 

Y
r
<

 

20.

棉
席
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7. Cor- l-
ii forced Pabco Paint.

with8.d China Paint.Pabco 13. 1.'
9.

Pabco Paint.
nforced
；rs with

China Merchants Steam Navigation Co.
Roof painted with - -

No. 10 The Bund.
Roofs painted with

Kelly & Walsh, Ltd.
Roofs painted with

12. Late German Bank.
Pabco Concrete Roofing on flat por­

tion of roof.
Russo-Asiatic Bank.
Flat roof covered with Pabco Concrete 

Roofing.. , with
Dampproof Compound, applied under 
plaster.

10. Hongkong & Shanghai Banking
poration.

13,500 sq. ft. of flat roof covered 
Pabco Concrete Roofing.

11. Chinese Maritime Customs.
Exposed walls waterproofed



1. Semaphore Station.
Pabco Concrete Roofing on lower plat­

form.
2. McBain Building.

20,000 sq. ft. of flat roof covered with 
Pabco Concrete Roofing.

3. Shanghai Club. 5.
Pabco Concrete Roofing on flat roofs 

and Malthoid on all balconies and 
gutters. 6.

4. Union Building.
All cornices covered with reinforced 

Malthoid.

Conmiercial Bank of China. 7. Chi
Verandahs covered with reinforced

Malthoid. g n。
Eastern Extension Australasia and China p

Telegraph Co. 0 v
Domes waterproofed with reinforced y-爪以

Malthoid under lead, and gutters with 「
Malthoid.
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Introduction
The letters reproduced in this volume were mostly written between December 1902 an* 
August 1942. At the heart of them is a love story, in which the characters were Alexander 
Robertson Duncan and Helen Cecil Brooke, who were our maternal grandparents. Many 
others feature in the story, however, most of them members of two generations of the 

extended Brocke family.

Alexander Robertson Duncan - referred to throughout the letters simply as "Alick”，the name 
by which his wife and family knew him - was bom at 23 Albany Square, Manchester on 20th 
October 1867,the youngest of five children. His three sisters were all born in Glasgow; 
Isabella Ada on 24th March 1861 (died December 1944), Rose Christian on 15th May 1862 
(died March 1940) and Nora Alexandra on 15th December 1863 (died August 1949). His 
brother Archibald Neville was bom on 18th May 1866, also at 23 Albany Square; he died in 
1922. Alick himself died on 13th August 1959, two months short of his 92nd birthday.

The Duncan family came (he told us) from Perth, and Alick regarded himself as Scottish 
throughout his life even though he was born, grew up and retired in England. His speech 
was that of received English, though it was occasionally possible to pick up a Scottish vowel 
or a rolled "r", which he probably put in for effect. As his letters show, Scottish phrases 
came readily to him and he would sometimes switch to Lowland Scots in speech or writing, 
usually to entertain us, his grandchildren. His letters are long, beautifully written, often 
humorous and almost entirely free of spelling or grammatical errors; in other words, he was 
an educated and cultured man. As a grandfather he was amusing, kind and generous without 
being indulgent, and we loved him. Those who worked for him also thought highly of him, 
one example survives in the letter from a former Chinese employee, Woo Paw Ching, written 
in 1927, regretting the treatment he had received from Alick's successors in Shanghai.

Alick began his career, probably in Manchester, as a silk spinner (he is described in the 1901 
census), but the family later seems to have moved out of Manchester to Lynun in Cheshire. 
Apparently unable to prosper in England, he determined to make his fortune abroad, and in 
1902 found a job with the Far Eastern firm Jardine Matheson, as manager of the Ewo silk 
recovery mill in Shanghai. He embarked for Shanghai with his new bride early in 1903.

Helen Cecil Brooke, who is referred to throughout these letters as "Nellie'1, was bom on 13 
December 1877 at Bowdon, the eldest of four. She enjoyed a Victorian upbringing in what 
was then the gentrified countryside south-west of Manchester. To us, her grandchildren, she 
seemed to be something of a serial hypochondriac, with a leaning towards peddlers of faith 
medicine. From early on, she was inclined to take to her bed without warning from time to 
time, for no very obvious reason. (In post-Shanghai days, when she and Alick were due for 
the first time to play host at their large Surrey home for the summer holidays to several 
children of Shanghai friends and relatives , she abruptly departed for her favourite nursing 
home in Exmouth, and Alick, who always tolerated her idiosyncracies with good humour, 
had to find and employ a housekeeper at short notice). She held Victorian views on "class" 
which became increasingly unfashionable as the 20th century unfolded. One consequence 
of this was her inability to get on with domestic servants, which made life increasingly 
difficult for them both in their later years. Yet she was a wonderful grandmother, who 
somehow managed to survive two world wars and the premature deaths of both her children, 
and to act as a substitute mother to us for the difficult years between Prudence's death and our 
entry into adult life. For much of her life she was an enthusiastic collector of family 
correspondence, and it is to her that we are indebted for these letters. Nellie died in 1969, in 
her 92nd year. Sadly, she spent her last years in a nursing home, unable any longer even to 



recognise any of her large family.

Xn the latter wanted to set up his own business m Shanghai m 1912. He died

Nellie's mother was Cecil Wright, who appears to have died in 1902 shortly before Nellie 

married Alick.

Nelhehadtwobr需and蒙盎惴器霁盗郭湛;瞄麟篇膘 
the eldest, (born 1880) was educated at H^《to work with his father, who would 
of architecture in the family 1 g ed for sjx years) he was happy to follow
not Pay him enough to 器膘㈱驾嘴忠嵩赢aMpporuX there, 
his new "h*燃针潘若飘::嚣 had 5 children, all of whom were born and 
MFW心哄)，"(19WX 5 5 ⑼3), Peter 

(1916) and Christopher (June 1925).

跖S肾器哭席鬣阳盘；膘血wEt wealth. They had tw。 
children, Jack (1908) and Marjorie (1910).

5*祥耕联挽篁藏荻溟荻铲

commissioned into the Royal 禁】"7 1 - inCT 1912 he played cricket for
then in India from 1908 to 1912. e ,⑼旨 Th'eir daughter Barbara was
Lancashire that summer. He mamed Mary on 22 July 嚣；h 瞿"Harly years of World 

officers at Wool wic^but^movtdto Fran 客 i^command of a battery of
War 1 training officers atWoo^ ， Royal Artillery, with whom he was in

心5 I】噩幡 j嘴”55 
Dunkirk. He was killed in Normandy soon after the landings in 19 .

We do not know how Alick and Nellie met诅膘常碧膘渤览膏， 
became engaged on 29th June 1897, but 咪黑流富黑d so an unsuitable husband for 

藉糠**嚣篇霄标部螺漓籍膘潘% may

Alick and Nellie remained in Shanghai for the next 18 livid with her

home. Nellie returned to England alone early in 19 ation Alick joined her at the
family for nearly a year, during which she 何篇嵩指嚣薰嚣斜葛ss pre-

The early years were difficult, and由e置零赛盘探嚣:*具膘富看蓦mill 

噫%畿咋诚篇黑器3源 career as an importer of buMng materials, fW 



Two other historical points are worth mentioning. The game of lawn tennis, to which they

wgng for the eponyms部?；遛景嚣盟%嚼需成出 
蜷膘黑霜管制X5攻园t。Haf England.

October 1906). Angela died in S 匚 ,,same illness at the same time,
螂盈段携'黑嚣；蠢"辨尚son mp3。. She died 

cancer in November 1942, when she was just 36.

Most of Alick and Nellie's mutual 僧/呼誓算荒£"雷富撷躅:籍ay 
Apart from their long separation in 1908 when Ndhe re^ed * 潘* ； 
e£h hot season with the children, to hohday st* 嚣菖 China 耽案‘溢 good pictUre of

结忠膘皿"也麟褴腰wW 

grouped together in a separate chapter.

然册涪"腮萨芦熹爵决X临盘岩顶 

盖嘿"黑却萍蒲如驾&潘*;"V 

曜5" °心源"Km*j 

weeks to get there by ship, and so threemonths 氏薰*常;tM was nofong- 

忠WE5年户牝 

混EE碎亏死
皤Sy 部翳M篇M篇e simplest message from one hemisphere to 

wire-fed with limited foreign news, and so its inhabitants we^  ote personal 
but most of the places where they occurred must ha常薰黑器漕 ^an；ounced 
communication beyond the Settlement was 臂籍兰席置嚣容曲锅 疝 °f
the arrival of foreign mails, and each nation had its ownUmeWbl^ 如现精*。尚蛔吒 
them available to everyone. Mails could get lost, ?皿叫 Y of us who live
arrangements generally seem astonishingly enterpnsmg and efficient t。
in the internet age and rarely write letters.

Another surprise aspect of life then 潘膘耿螺蓊眦源湾溢献y 
cars (or even surfaced roads) m Shanghai m 1903, Ahckaxu!^ 心言节心观 it was 

噫1sM；籍*c*°%Ms：a s'edan chair "。咒膘?疆露驾 taking 
disembarkation into the hills. Yet they never se鬻幡嚣1七唤.On the 
bookings on steamers, or in travelling b：眼看斜瞿 ports and ±e hill stations. For
other hand, they saw very little of Chinaou^s^e die Treay 犯。崖 hardly anyone spoke a 

笛蟠噩算蠕＞nic摭篇 the native； away from the Settlements would have 

been near-impossible.



arrangement

Janet Brooke 
Jonathan Hutchinson

devoted so much time and energy, had bjn shillings and pence

Alick羿誓螺哩摆嚣瞿t膘部*观与（；范,,at a 

揣忠贫添瞄虹气潞儒蜷就鬻嘿芯露 
Britain*s power and self-confidence wer of both their children, the communist

雄泞3膈;呻*E"- •
顺岫g雄看噩滥羸露露we has now cE -ever.

23 May 2005



BY STREETS

YUNGCHENG/Laguere 18 (AmConGen); 23/32 (BS-Macintosh)
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PROPERTY

WEEKEND FT VII
踌;，y危囱做

money won hy Joseph Godman for 
hi.n Sussex cattle 一 a staggering 
tkcught when one lodge is now for 
sale at £1 忒§00 by Hamptons Mes­
senger .May of Godaiming

market. Chinthurst Hill, near 
Wonersh, was built in 1893-95 and 
split into three in 1954.

Although the main part of the 
house is not for sale, a five-bed­
room portion called Close House is 
being offered with seven acres at 
£345,000 through Browns of Guild-.

..Never before have so many been on the 
market, reports Michael Hanson

For sale with 17.5 acres of Jekyll 
gardens, offers of £1.5m are being 
sought by Hamptons Giddy & 
Giddy (0628-663-596) and Weather- 
aU- Green & Smith (071-405-6944). 
The agents are acting jointly for 
Arthur Andersen, the receiver of 
Land Leisure which had planned to 
turn the property into a health 
hydro.

Planning permission has been 
given for the Manor House at 
Ashby St Ledgers, Northampton­
shire, to become a hotel with a new 
120-bedroom extension. Once the 
home of Robert Catesby, one of 
Guy Fawkes' gunpowder plotters, it 
was bought in 1903 by Lord Wim- 
borne. Lutyens then altered and 
extended the 13-bedroom house 
over the next 35 years. It has been 
owned since 1989 by a Kiddermin­
ster property company, Maltsword 
(0562-66884), which is seeking 
£2.5m for it.

Yet, £800,000 would buy Gled- 
stone Hall near Skipton, North 
Yorkshire, which is regarded gener­
ally as one of Lutyens* finest classi­
cal houses with 10 acres of formal 
gardens by Jekyll. Built.in 1922-25 
for a cotton mill-owner, Sir Amos 
Nelson, it was run as ?. nursing 
home by Burley Health Care until 
March this year, and is now for sale 
through the Leeds office of Knight

Lashings of Lhtyens for 
country house「buyers「

Hamptons of Guildford 
(0483-572-864).

For a complete Lutyens house in 
Surrey, you have to look to Ful- 
brook House, near Elstead. Built in 
1896-99, it has been restored fully 
in recent years by John Morris of 
Therm-a-Stor, who is looking for 
offers over £2.5m for the property

• through Hamptons at Guildford.
Unfortunately, there is no evi-

house that Lutyens built in 1906 for 
stockbroker Sir George Munro 
Miller. It has 20 acres of gardens 
for which Jekyll's plans survive (in 
California). Offers over £lm are 
being sought by Hamptons at Sev­
enoaks (0732-460-222).

o  ... Marsh Court, a Grade I-listed 20- 
ford ^(0483-31166), while the four- bedroom Lutyens house near Stock­
bedroom Gate House, with 4.5 bridge, Hampshire, with 47 acres of 
acres, is priced at £250,000 by . Jekyll gardens, has been on the

UYERS of Lutyens 
H 3 properties are spoiled 

for choice. Never before 
B 啊 have so many works by 

England's greatest 
architect of country houses (Sir 
Edwin Lutyens, 1869-1944) been on 
the market.

In recent decades, one or two Lut­
yens properties came on to the mar­
ket annually. But now at least 16 
are on sale, and five more can be 
rented. These include his first coun­
try house, Crooksbury, near Til­
ford, Surrey 一 or at least the major 
portion of it.

The Tudor-style house, built in 
1890, was later extended and then, 
in 1970, divided into six units, 
while the entrance lodge and gar­
dener^ cottage were sold off sepa-

market for three years. It was built 
in 1901-04 for a flamboyant stock­
broker, Herbert Johnson, who sold 
it in 1945.

Between January 1948 and 1989, 
it was run as a mixed preparatory 
school. The asking price has been 
cut recently from £2.75m to £l：5m 
by the joint agents, . Savills 
(0202-887-311) and Knight Frank & 
Rutley (071-629-8171).-

」 o  — Nashdom, near Burnham, Buck­
acres of beautifuf gardens, - inghamshire, is a 24-bedroom man- 
although she might have advised sion built in 1906-09. It was con- 
Lutyens on the planting. verted . into, a Benedictine

parts of another early Lut- On the outskirts of East Grin-, monastery in 1926 but has been
house in Surrey, also with stead, West Sussex, however, is empty since the monks sold it m

U gardens, have come cm to the Barton St Mary, an eight-bedroom 1987. 危 .，

, Since then, a buyer of part of
S Crooksbury has pieced together
I four of the other parts and 15 acres 
冬 of mature gardens, which were
\, la珂scaped originally by Gertrude
I ' 、, Jeyn. All this is now for sale at
「 : £1!5m through Aylesford (tel." .

i °7 351-2383). There is a prospect dence that Jekyll designed the 21
「 P1, the remaining part of the main ** * 一

might become available one Q3

Barton St Mary, near East Grinstead in Sussex, buHt by Lutyens in 1906, is for sale at around £1m

the. ether Lutyens houses on the 
market but it should not be 
thought they are unsaleable. A 
buyer has paid, almost £lm for the

Frank & Rutley (0532-461-533) and 
J.H. Jackson & Co. (0423-323-171).

The cheapest genuine Lutyens 
house on the market (there are 
always some claimed wrongly to be 〜
by the master) is the four-bedroom (0483-417-222).， 
South Sussex Lodge, one of a pair . Th?re is £O room to mention all, 
designed by him in 1890 at the 
entrance to the Park Hatch estate :' 
near Hascombe, Surrey. Both 
lodges were paid for with prize

Salutation, a beautiful house at 
Sandwich, Kent, designed in 1912 
with 3.5 acres of Jekyll gardens.

Nigel Colebrook, of agent Cole­
brook Sturrock & Co., says: "Only a 
handful of properties in this price 
bracket have been sold in the . 
south-east in. the past 12 months, 
and we received more than 100 
enquiries and nine offers for this： 
exceptional property.n 、
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Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848
A rare example of Art Nouveau in USA, Laurelton Hall, Cold Springs Harbor, 
Long Island, 1902-05

THE PRAIRIE SCHOOL
Louis Sullivan (1856-1924)

Henry Babson residence, Riverside, Illinois, 1908-09
National Farmersz Bank, Owatonna, Minnesota, 1906-8

Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959)
homes's design in The Ladies' Home Journal, "A Home in a Prairie Town," 
1901
Bradley House, Kankakee, Illinois, 1900
Ward W. Willits house. Highland Park, Illinois, 1902-03
Unity Temple, Oak Park, Illinois, 1905-06

Walter Burley Griffin (1876-1937)
/ William H. Emery House, Elmhurst, Illinois, 1901-02

Joshua G. Melson house, Mason City, Iowa, 1912-14, with Marion Mahony 
Griffin (1871-1962), renderer

Georg Grant Elmslie (1871-1952), William Grey Purcell (1880-1965)
office of Elmslie and Purcell, Chicago, 1913-22
Harold C. Bradley Bungalow, Charles Crane estate, woods Hole, 
Massachusetts, 1911-12
Merchants Bank of Winona, Minnesota, 1911-12, Purcell, Georg Feick, Jr.
(1881-1945), Elmslie
office of Purcell, Feick and Elmslie (1910-13)

CALIFORNIA DESIGN, MISSION REVIVAL
Arthur Burnett Benton (1857-1927)

Mission Inn, Riverside, California, 1902-09 for Frank A. Miller (1857- 
1935)

see also the Alcazar Hotel, St Augustine, Florida, John Mervin Carrere and Thomas
Hastings, 1888

Irving Gill (1870-1936)
Melville Klauber House, San Diego, California, 1907
Dodge House, Los Angeles, 1914-16
Lewis Court, Sierra Madre, 1910

Bernard Maybeck (1862-1957)
First Church of Christ Scientist, Berkeley, 1910
A.C. Lawson House, Berkeley, 1907

Henry Mather Greene (1870-1954), Charles Summer Greene (1868-1957)
Gamble House, Pasadena, 1908
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Previous page: wedding in Hong Kong Park, 

Central. This page, top lefti covered escalator to 

residential Midlevels, Sheung Wan. Top right: 

Walled Hakka Village of Tsang Tai Uk. Centre 

row, leftt Now Year's Eve. Nathan Road, Kow­

loon. Centre row, middle: multi-lovo! street 

crossing, Causeway Bay. Centre row, right: Fili* 

pinos gathering under the Hong Kong & Shang­

hai Bank. Rightt mixed-use apartment block, 

Nathan Road, Kowloon.
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fu| metaphor for understanding all of Hong 
Kong—a city of family virtue and over­
indulgence that thrives in spatial restrictions 
which might seem incestuous elsewhere. Yet 
in a city known for its unbridled capitalism, 
over 50 per cent of the inhabitants live in 
government-assisted housing. And with Hong 
Kong's return to the "socialist" motherland, 
little wonder that its new guardians have been 
nervously wringing their hands over the extrav­
agant sums it feels Hong Kong spends on 
social welfare and education! Yet taxes are 
low (the fact that the city turns water into valu­
able land helps keep them low), the transit 
system (with nearly 10 million riders a day) 
produces a healthy profit, and the city is clean, 
safe (though one must be continually on guard 
for speeding pedestrians shouting into cellular 
phones), proud and—yes—courteous!

On the several occasions that I have flown 
into Hong Kong's about-to-be-retired Kai Tak 
airport (the plane simply points at high-rise 
apartments next to the runway and is absorb­
ed by them), I have felt that one does not visit 
this city as much as try it on—much like hav­
ing a fitting for a made-to-measure suit at one 
of the many tailors still to be found in Kow­
loon. There is a lingering feeling that for every 
suit cut from a bolt, another will be made from 
the scraps that will be patiently gathered up by 
a family out back. While years in the planning 
business have made me leery of the apples 
and oranges that are too often served up as 
comparative statistics, I understand that the 
(pre-Harris) City of Toronto, with nearly 
654,000 residents in 9,700 hectares, clocks in 
at a paltry 67 pph. With a population of 4 mil­
lion in an astonishingly compact 7.259 hec­
tares. Hong Kong's 550 pph is eight times 
more concentrated. And with a population of 
6.5 million in an area one seventh the size of 
the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), the pph in 
Metropolitan Hong Kong combined with the 
New Territories is 10 times greater than the 
GTA's 6.5 pph. Could Hong Kong's industrious 
families squeeze seven more cities out of 
Toronto's gathered up land waste? And is 
there potential for nine more regions within 
the GTA's excessively large boundaries? 
(Don't forget, there would still be space left 
over for all those accessible shorelines, city 
parks, mountains, hiking trails, carp-spawning 
marshes and sparsely populated islands—not 
to mention plenty of room for expansion.) 
Could it be that all that density is something

only the Chinese will accept? I have read that 
low-rise Beijing tends to view high-rise Hong 
Kong as a city inhabited by "acrobatic mon- 
keys. But Hong Kongers know what social­
ized creatures monkeys are ....

The after-image for anyone who has ex- 
plored Hong Kong on foot is less of a collec­
tion 。『postcard views—topography aside, it is 
not a beautiful city—and more of a series of 
everyday experiences arising from the sheer 
volume of residents. There is, for example, the 
800-metre-long escalator rising 135 metres 
from the elevated walkway system over Cen­
tral's bustling Connaught Road to the mid­
levels in Sheung Wan, where well-heeled 
Hong Kongers live in highrises averaging 6.5 
times coverage. Rush hour here—own in the 
morning, up in the afternoon—is about as 
complicated as travelling between floors of a 
(50-storey) department store, and it is possible 
to stop off at any floor—I mean side street— 
to do some last minute grocery shopping on 
the way home. There is the covered plaza at 
the base of Norman Foster's Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Bank, where an open 12 metre-high 
pedestrian concourse running completely be­
neath the building is appropriated every Sun­
day by tens of thousands of Filipino domestics 
for picnic lunches, chatter and music. There is 
New Year's Eve, when Kowloon's normally 
roaring Nathan Road is closed to all traffic to 
allow the nearly one million people gathered at 
the waterfront watch the spectacular annual 
fireworks, and then walk home to their beds 
scattered throughout Tsim Sha Tsui and 
Mongkok where mixed-use buildings average 
eight times coverage. And there are the night 
street markets, where everything—from de­
signer underwear to four-course sit-down 
meals—magically appears from nowhere to 
become available at bargain prices.

At the end of life's day. Hong Kongers are 
buried in density. The Tsuen Wan Colum­
barium, for example, is a highrise block for the 
deceased containing over 1.900 family niches 
on the lower three levels, and over 26.000

Approximate Comparative Densities

Greater Toronto Area 
New Territories and Hong Kong 
Metropolitan Toronto 
City of Toronto 
Metro Hong Kong and Kowloon 
West End Vancouver

smaller niches on the upper seven, with a 
combined spacity for 60,000 sets of ashes. 
In the lobby, a soaring atrium, 20-metre-high 
stone murals depict images signifyng 
"A World of Perfect Happiness." Yes, yes. 
but why should Canadians care? After all, an 
October 1996 study by the Geneva-based 
Corporate Resources Group gave Vancouver 
(relax, Toronto, you were tied) top rating out 
of 161 cities studied for their overall quality of 
life. Hong Kong didn't even make the chart. 
And as recently as June this year the United 
Nations again found that Canadians enjoy the 
highest level of human development on earth. 
Unfortunately, another publication—this time 
by the Government of Canada—points out 
that if the rest of the world were able to live 
like Canadians in British Columbia's Lower 
Mainland region (and by extrapolation, the rest 
of Canada), two more earths would be needed 
to supply the natural resources squandered to 
maintain our wasteful lifestyle. Fortunately for 
Canadians, much of the world is poor, power­
less and/or living in cities with higher, more 
efficient, densities.

But just a minute, a November 1996 issue 
of Fortune Magazine, ranked Hong Kong fifth 
(after Toronto. London, Singapore, and Paris) 
in terms of world cities with the best 
"balanced lifestyle." Not bad for a town 
whose density alone is enough to give Van­
couver's planners the willies. A world of per­
fect happiness ... could there be a better 
vision for busy, materialistic Hong Kong? Ab­
sorbed in a quest to perfect the art of living— 
not to mention dying— uite literally on top of 
each other. Hong Kongers are becoming mas­
ters at achieving harmony in their restricted 
urban household. For Canadian cities strug­
gling with the issue of density. Hong Kong rep­
resents a city of the future. And the future 
works remarkably well. ®

Paul Reuber is a practising Toronto architect. No part of 
this article can be reproduced without his permission. All 
photographs are by him. E-mail preuber@istar.ca

Area in Hectares
706.100
100,000
63.000

9.700
7.259

194

Population People Per Hectare

4.620.883 6.5
6.500.000 65.0
2.385,421 37.9

653,734 67.4
4,000,000 551.0

36,000 186.0
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Travel Diary
Hong Kong:
Culture of DensHy
By Paul Reuber

Toronto architect Paul Reuber has travelled 
to many parts of the world. As the first in a 
series, he shares reflections from his journal 
on one of the densest cities on earth.

For many months leading up to Hong 
Kong's return to China, the Canadian and 
international press were rife with speculation 
regarding the territory's future. Time alone will 
determine whether Hong Kong will become 
China's obedient vassal, or whether China is 
being served up on a silver platter to Hong 
Kong's business elite. One thing is certain, 
however. Hong Kong's dense physical form 
will become even more dense.

While most Canadians are familiar with the 
aesthetics of density, where concentrations of 
tall office buildings form glittery skylines, only 
new Canadians are the product of a culture of 
density, where huge numbers of people live 
and work In a tiny urban area. Vancouverites 
point with vicarious titillation and unfounded 
alarm to the 100 or so city blocks which make 
up their West End (a stylish area of vintage 
apartments with names like "Sea Sands" and 
"Ocean Breezes") as the densest place to 
live in Canada. This claim is sort of true. While 
there are places in Canadian cities with con­
siderably higher densities, there appears to be 
no other urban area this large with this high an 
overall residential density. I am told that there 
are about 36,000 people living here in around 
194 hectares—that's 186 people per hectare 
(pph)—and that the average gross floor area 
of buildings is three times their net lot area 
Dense, eh? In fact, the West End is consid­
ered so dense by the local planning depart­
ment, that it down-zones the place every few 
years just to keep it from becoming, well. er... 
like Hong Kong. (Not too much density, 
please, we're Canadian!)

Not to worry. Densities in Hong Kong一 
allegedly the densest city on earth—start at 
three times coverage and this floor index ratio 
is reserved for its tawny suburban peak area, 
leaving the sky, quite literally, as the upper limit 
for the rest of the place. While Le Corbusier, 
who once described Manhattan as a " marvel­
lous catastrophe," would no doubt find Hong 
Kong's repetitive rows of 30-odd storey apart­
ment blocks distinctly unmarvellous (their cru­
ciform layout, however, might prove uncomfort­
ably familiar to the old towermaestro), the city 
is, on balance, no catastrophe! For over 50 
years, the Chinese have fled the ravages of 
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too much politics to create a unique metropolis 
fuelled by a sense of optimism, an enthusiasm 
for making money and a bottomless well of 
energy. While the residential environment in 
which most Hong Kongers live today is 
cramped (though becoming less so) and tower­
ing (becoming more so), an astonishing 70 per 
cent of Hong Kong and the adjacent New Terri­
tories, consists of accessible shoreline, city 
parks, mountains, hiking trails, carp-spawning 
marshes and sparsely populated Islands. But 
Vancouver planners can take solace in the fact 
that there is density too rapacious for even 
density-prone Hong Kongers to accept.

At the time Hong Kong was little more than 
a twinkle in the devious British eye (opium 
anyone?), residents of the peninsula lived in 
tightly packed walled villages, where efficient 
one-room row houses with sleeping lofts were 
dispersed on a regular grid of metre-and-a-half 
wide streets, generally with a temple in the 
middle. Immune until recently to British law 
and ignored by Beijing, these micro-villages 
were sometimes rebuilt at astonishing densi­
ties. The 2.5 hectare Walled City of Kowloon, 
for example, allegedly contained 8.300 resi­
dential units in 500 10-14 storey buildings, and 
housed 33,000 residents. That's a whopping 
13,200 pph—70 times denser than Vancou­
ver's West End. An urban embarrassment to 
both the British and Chinese, the Walled City 
also irritated the police as the city's shadier 
characters could disappear within its sunless 
alleys without a trace. In 1987, the Hong Kong 
Government and the Peoples Republic of 
China jointly agreed to demolish what had be­
come an overt symbol of imploding greed and 
replace it with a park.

But several other walled villages remain 
scattered throughout the peninsula today. 
There is the Tang clan's village of Kat Hing 
Wai (a gaggle of pipe-smoking old women 
ambush tourists at the main gate, demanding 
payment for photographs of them wearing 
traditional hats resembling tasselled umbrel­
las), where several of its old houses have 
been replaced with tiny walk-up apartments. 
More agreeable is the turreted Hakka village 
of Tsang Tai Uk, which translates literally as, 
mansion of the Tsang Family. Surrounded by a 
new town, this jam-packed assemblage of par­
allel brick alleyways is. true to its name, and 
as travel writer Jan Morris has remarked, 
more like an extended household than a town.

The image of a household is. I think, a help-







Travel Diary
Mexsco C腌方

Hipodromo ia Conndesa

By Paul Reuber

The author discovers vestiges of a 
racetrack in Mexico City, and reflects on 
the Canadian tendency to obliterate our 
own urban archaeology.

Until I was nine, I lived in a small village with 
a racetrack—the town's only claim to fame. 
Our neighbour, who wasn't above placing the 
odd wager on a lucky steed, used to reassure 
my father, who viewed the track with equal 
parts of suspicion and disapproval, that at 
least we didn't live in a one horse town. Every 
summer on Derby Day, people from far and 
wide came to our little corner of the world to 
watch the spectacle. Horses and jockeys 
seemed to arrive out of nowhere. Our house 
was situated only a few blocks from the fair 
grounds where the track and its old wooden 
viewing stands were located. On the actual 
day of the races, I was allowed to stand under 
a big maple tree in our front yard with a sign 
that read： "Parking—25 cents " With entre­
preneurial skill, which surprised my parents 
more that it amused them, I would solemnly 
direct cars into our large back yard, packing 
them in like sardines. For, I was allowed to 
keep the money. At 2：30 in the afternoon, I 
would rush down to the fairgrounds to watch 
the horses through a hole in the fence near 
the stands. Flushed with excitement, and with 
my pockets bulging with quarters, I thought it 
really doesn't get much better than this!

As an adult, I have speculated what fun it 
would be to live in an apartment with a terrace 
overlooking the annual running of the Queen's 
Plate And each time I catch the Queen street­
car, which ambles across town past the 
Greenwood track to Toronto's boardwalk 
stretching along its eastern beaches, I routine­
ly eye the vast tracts of parking surrounding 
the track as a place that could sustain a great 
deal of residential development. My visits to 
Hong Kong's downtown track in Happy Valley, 
where tens of thousands of highrises have 
panoramic views of the almost daily races that 
take place there, and where jockeys and their 
horses routinely make their way to the course 
via local streets, reconvinced me that such an 
exotic urban place is not only possible, it is 
desirable. How disappointing, then, to learn 
that Greenwood's track is on the brink of 
being interred in such a way that it will not 
only be gone, it will be forever forgotten.

The loss of Greenwood is, to my knowl­
edge. Toronto's fourth such burial. First, there 
was the St. Leger Racecourse, stretching 
between Spadina and University Avenues just 
south of College Street—well beyond the city 
limits in the 1840s. The city's existing rectan­
gular street grid was extended north, without

Clockwise from top left: Parque San Martin; 

fountain in the park; Avenida Amsterdam; apart­

ments on Avenida Amsterdam.

mercy, to facilitate the development of this 
unique piece of real estate, thereby annihilat­
ing all vestiges of its colourful past. And who 
would now know that the Dufferin Mall (a mile­
stone of neither contemporary architecture 
nor town planning) was once the site of the 
Dufferin Track, or that sleepy East York's sub­
urban Thorncliffe Park once witnessed nail- 
biting races not to mention a little recreational 
betting. Which brings us to Greenwood. Ongi 
nally situated on a sort of no-man's land 
between the city and what was once strictly 
cottage country, Greenwood has been bull­
dozed into a tabula rasa to allow the local 
street grid of low-density development to 
overlay half this historic place, while the re­
mainder is to become a vast tract of open 
parkland. Pityl For what will remind future gen­
erations of this once proud showplace for the 
city's finest horseflesh? Bubkus! Not even the 
faintest whiff of (world class) horse manure.

There are alternatives. When it comes to 
honouring the memory of stadiums and arenas 
of times past Italy, for example, has an impres­
sive... well...'"track" record. Many of us look 
fondly upon the creamy espressos and grilled 

formaggio e prosciutto sandwiches we have 
consumed in Rome's renowned Piazza
Navona—its very name being derived from the 
Greek agon, meaning contest. This elongated 
piazza retains the form of what was originally 
Domitian's Stadium, where athletes once 
proudly displayed their physical prowess. Orig­
inally built in 86 AD. but reduced to a pile of 
rubble by the Fifth century, it became sur­
rounded over time by upscale palazzos and 
churches. Improved during the 17th century 
with the addition of Bernini's Fountain of the 
Four Rivers complete with obelisk, and the 
Fountains of the Moor and of Neptune at 
opposite ends, the Piazza Navona numbers 
among the more lyrical of public spaces in Italy 
today. And there are also Italy's long aban­
doned amphitheatres, where gladiators once 
slaughtered each other with bloodthirsty aban­
don The ancient forms of several of these 
awesome structures evolved into urban public 
space, the most arresting being the marvel-
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by the Countess de Miravalle. I had not only 
taken a highly entertaining walk in central 
Mexico City. I had inadvertently engaged in a 
little urban archaeology as well!

The Colonia Condesa neighbourhood was 
laid out to facilitate residential development by 
an Emilio Donde in 1902. It was not until 
1925. however, that architect Jose Luis 
Cuevas (not to be mistaken for a Mexican 
painter of the same name) took advantage of 

grid. Despite its fading art-deco elegance, the 
eccentric Hipodromo la Condesa today is a 
gracious and most unusual area of Mexico 
City in which to live. Its residential buildings 
are an enduring expression of their times, and 
its site plan, a startling example of evolving 
public space, illustrates that expired race­
tracks can have a genteel and urbane afterlife 
that future generations can revere and enjoy. 
Really, it doesn't get much better than this. ®

nat Took Qi

grossed with the colourful array of art-deco 
apartment blocks lining the avenue when, after 
about half an hour. I arrived back at where I 
started. Odd, I thought―just like a racetrack. 
Later that evening in a Mariachi Bar near the 
Plaza Garibaldi, I was told over tequilas and 
tapas that I had inadvertently stumbled across 
the Hipodromo la Condesa—a racetrack that 
once existed on the former hacienda inherited 

hysterical historical drag of what is fast 
becoming an unmanageable symptom of the 
new urbanism—Toronto has yet to grasp that 
the old horse of Victorian street grids need 
not be flogged to death on every occasion. 
Architect Jose Luis Cuevas seems to have 
instinctively known this when he resisted the 
temptation to obliterate the Condesa's legacy 
through the extension of the adjacent street 
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lous elliptical Piazza dell' Anfiteatro, known 
also as the Piazza Mercato, in Lucca. Built on 
the ruins of the amphitheatre in the original 
Roman town, its still visible historic arches 
have been infilled over the centuries with 
houses and shops.

But these ancient structures are not only 
historic places, one might argue, they are also 
historic buildings constructed of timeless 
stone and often faced with marble. Race­
tracks, on the other hand, are merely circles 
scribed in the mud. accompanied often with 
only the flimsiest of auxiliary structures worthy 
of no second thoughts. A point, maybe, but 
consider the Colonia Condesa in Mexico City, 
already one of the larger and more sophisticat­
ed cities in the world long before Bernini and 
Borromini argued over whose obelisk might be

Wandering south of Mexico City's Zona 
Rosa one beautiful spring day. I came across 
the tree-lined Avenida Amsterdam quite by 
accident, Nice place, I thought, as I walked 
along the leafy boulevard running down the 
centre of the street, eager to discover where 
this curving avenue might lead. I was en­

shady green contains sumptuous fountains, a 
spectacular outdoor theatre shaded by pergo­
las laden with mounds of magenta bougain­
villea, a large reflecting pond, and plenty of 
serene places to sit. The Avenida Michoacan 
was extended through the development and 
where it bisects the park there is a large stat- 
ue/fountain of a robust, nude woman who, I 
have been emphatically reassured, is not the 
Condesa. Two small circular plazas, the 
Popocatepetl to the north and the Citlaltepetl 
to the south, complete a system of garden­
city green spaces that help orient both locals 
and visitors as they make their way among the 
radiating streets of the neighbou出。od.

Through trial and error over the years. 
Toronto has hopefully learned that its publicly 
owned. 19th-century street grid is. by itself, a 
form of public space that can foster a sense 

of community and democracy. However, as 
Greenwood's proposed single family houses 
attest—with their facades decked out in the 

Introducing 
AutoCADur 97.

Left, plan of Mexico City containing the Colonia 

Condesa. Right: larger scaled plan of the Hipo­
dromo la Condesa.

Lndry

the abandoned Jockey Club by turning it into 
the boulevarded Avenida Amsterdam. An inner 
ring road, the Avenida Mexico, was laid out 
inside this track to encircle the new Parque 
San Martin. Over 13 hectares in area, this 

Paul Reuber is a practising Toronto architect. No part 
of this article can be reproduced without his permission. 
All photographs and illustrations are by him. E-mail 
preuber@istar. ca
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Travel Diary：
GJddcEo Ho5s Caboiras
By Paul Reuber

Small block houses outside Ho Chi Minh 
City were a reward for the women who 
fought alongside the Viet Cong.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991 and the subsequent withdrawal of its 
monetary support, Vietnam has chosen prag­
matically to mend fences with the Western 
world in a concerted—and at times schizo­
phrenic—attempt to stave off its own econom­
ic collapse. As a result, Ho Chi Minh City (still 
called Saigon by the locals) is a town bubbling 
with prospects of tremendous social and eco­
nomic change. Hanoi is even sending delega­
tions to Saigon to learn about its former capi­
talist ways, and it seems Saigon has forgotten 
little. While over 20 years have elapsed since 
Saigon fell to the victorious (and rather sur­
prised) North, the city still has the capacity to 
unleash powerful emotions within a visitor, 
whether 出ey are travelling there for business 
or pleasure. And for North Americans, espe­
cially, these emotions are mainly about war.
I am no exception.

During a recent stay in Ho Chi Minh City, 
having exhausted both the War Crimes Muse­
um (changed from the Museum of American 
War Crimes, so as not to offend the sensibili 
ties of newly arriving Americans, ironically 
Vietnam's current business people of choice) 
and Uncle Ho's Museum for Mementos (Ho 
Chi Minh is affectionately called "Uncle Ho" 
by his admirers), I decided one steamy morn­
ing to take an excursion to the nearby Cu Chi 
Tunnels to seek respite from the tens of thou­
sands of motorbikes that make life in this 
teeming metropolis of crumbled French ele­
gance sometimes hard to bear.

Passing through tiny villages and by tidy 
rice paddies. I could not help but notice 
scores of miniature block structures dotting 
the countryside. Some facades of these mod­
est, but highly decorated, houses reminded 
me more of large art modeme radios 出an 
compact places to live. I was infatuated with 
their zigzag shapes, colourful stone and tile 
appliques, and elaborate front porches—often 
with intricate seating incorporated into railings 
and columns. My penchant for stopping to 
photograph these aesthetically luscious little 
places became a standing joke with my guide 
and driver (who, far from complaining, were 
effusively grateful for the many cigarette 
breaks my stops afforded). "How can an 
architect be interested in such little things?"

Ho Chi Minh died in 1969 and never saw thethey kidded me with obvious pleasure and not 
a little curious pride.

Arriving at the tunnels a little late but in fine 
form, we decided to start our tour with several 
boisterous rounds of local snake wine (I cannot 
recommend starting anything in this manner). 
The tunnels—over 250 kilometres in length— 
became infamous during the 1960s as they 
allowed the Viet Cong to maintain control of a 
large rural area only 30 to 40 kilometres north 
of Saigon.

Several storeys deep, the tunnels housed 
living areas, storage facilities, weapons fac­
tories, hospitals, command centres and 
kitchens. Camouflaged trap doors scattered 
under groves of eucalyptus trees—big enough 
for the diminutive Viet Cong but often too 
small for their beefier American counterparts— 
provided access. Unable to ultimately infiltrate 
this intricate and potentially dangerous net­
work (there were hidden trap doors through 
which unsuspecting Americans fell into pits 
outfitted with bamboo spears), the United 
States ultimately carpet bombed the entire 
area, turning Cu Chi's lush 420 square kilo­
metres into a gravel pit. The tunnels remained.

Today, the tunnels are enjoyable fare for 
local schoolchildren and tourists. They invari­
ably have their pictures taken in front of tanks, 
bomb craters and macabre mannequins in full 
guerrilla regalia which honour local peasant 
women who fed, housed and fought alongside 
the Viet Cong. It should be remembered that

North's victory over the South nor the renam­
ing of Saigon.

But while Saigon's new masters went on to 
commit a few (post) war crimes of their own 
(officials and families were purged, businesses 
were closed, people's savings were wiped out 
and much private property was seized), my 
guide informed me that a more popular action 
by the newly reunified, but largely impecu­
nious, government was to present the peasant 
women of Cu Chi with basic one-room cabins 
constructed of concrete block and corrugated 
tin. On our return to the city, it was my guide's 
turn to stop the car at these decorated hous­
es which I'd photographed earlier to show me 
tiny plaques above the doors commemorating 
that they were posthumous presentations 
from Uncle Ho.

These modest but proud dwellings remain 
some of my strongest after-images of this 
tenacious place. Over the years, they have 
been improved with running water, electricity, 
additions and personalized facades. The little 
cabins initially solved a housing crisis cheaply 
and with dignity, allowing residents to own 
and upgrade them as their lives improved. 
Should this not be the goal of all government 
assisted housing? ®

Paul Reuber is a Toronto architect. No part of this article 
can be reproduced without his permission. All photographs 
are by the author. E-mail： preuber@istar. ca
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