




青策计划2023 Emerging Curators Project 2023

'青策计划2023”作为"宇宙电影”—— 

第十四届上海双年展城市项目的一部分， 

走出上海当代艺术博物馆，前往思南公馆 

和慎余里，浸入更具在地性与流动性的公 

共环境。藉此契机，清策计划2023”希 

望在广泛而日常的城市空间里，邂逅市民 

朋友，在相互交流与塑造中重思“策展人” 

及其策展行动的公共属性与功能，也进一 

步探讨当代艺术如何与身边的人、事、物 

发生关联，如何被感受与感知，如何拥有 

融充沛的生命力。

落地于思南公馆-思南时区的展览，，皮钦 

光谱：-种文化的非线编可能”（策展人: 

李嘉文、张嘉伟）以"洋泾浜英语”这- 

典型皮钦语作为切入，延伸至全球化语境 

下的文化交融，展示此环境下的艺术家群 

体的身份认知和文化反思;在上海苏河湾 

万象天地慎余里呈现的噗地登陆.行星 

候选者'（策展人:曾雨阳、黄天乐）则 

以"去/再物质化”为题旨，彰显影像艺 

术之于类地生活的再思索与再想象，发掘 

电影当代性在自我解域、自我重组的部署 

中进一步延展的情境■

::于华润集团上海苏河湾万象天地和 

团思南公馆的慷慨支持，"青策计 

人;才得以在两处具有得天独厚的 

y警貌的空间实现。如何将场地 

*变的时空脉络、文化背既周 

入藐柴围等混杂因素’有机地融 

入策展人的长期关切与策噩行，将会是

As part of the city project of the 14th Shanghai 
Biennale "Cosmos Cinema", "Emerging 
Curators Project 2023" is setting sail from its 
usual venue at PSA for the first time, navigating 
into the venues of Sinan Mansion and Shenyu 
Li, fully immersing itself in a more localized 
and mobile public environment. Seizing this 
opportunity, "Emerging Curators Project 2023” 
aims to engage with citizens who frequent 
or infrequently visit museums in broad and 
everyday urban spaces. Through mutual 
exchanges and shaping, this year's project 
seeks to reconsider the public attributes and 
functions of "curators" and their curatorial 
actions. In doing so, it will further discuss 
how contemporary art intersects with people, 
things, and events in our surroundings, infusing 
art with a more vibrant vitality and making it 
easily sensed and perceived.

The exhibition "Pidgin Spectrum: Nonlinear 
Narratives of Multiculture'' (curated by Li 
Jiawen and Zhang Jiawei) at Sinan Mansion 
-Sinan Time Zone takes "pidgin English" as 
a starting point, extending its exploration to 
cultural fusion in the context of globalization, 
thus to reveal the identity perception and 
cultural introspections of the artist cornmuni 
that has evolved in this milieu. Meanwhile, 
the exhibition "Terrestrial Landing: Plane； 
Candidates* 1 (curated by Rainne Zeng an 
Tianle Huang) at Shenyu Lane, Shanghai u 
Mixc World, revolves around the theme 0 
,,de/re-materialization,,< emphasizing the re 
conceptualization and reimagining of art 
within the context of the terrestrial future, 
thus to explore how the contemporary na 
of moving images extends through se^_ 
deterrorization and self-reorganization.

Thanks to the generous support of Shanghai 
Suhewan Mixc World of China Resources 
(Holdings) Co., Ltd and Yongye Group - 
Sinan Mansion, the two venues presenting 
"Emerging Curators Project 2O23» Pos^a||y 
both particularly humanistic and excep 1 

本届两组获奖方案面对的挑战；而基于第 

十四届上海双年展主题“宇宙电影”衍生 

出的关于宇宙观、世界观、人生观的探 

讨，经由城市项目的呼应，将串联起不 

同代际中外策展人的对话与共鸣。

historical features. How to organically 
integrate hybrid elements of the venues, such 
as their ever-changing temporal and spatial 
traditions, cultural backgrounds, surrounding 
environments, and urban atmosphere, into the 
curators' long-term concerns and curatorial 
practices - this poses a novel challenge for 
this year's selected curators. The project's 
discussion on the cosmology, worldview, and 
life view inspired by "Cosmos Cinema" will 
resonate with the Biennale's theme exhibition 
and other related urban projects, fostering 
dialogues and resonances between Chinese 
and foreign curators of different generations in 
terms of concepts and practices.

青年策展人计划 Emerging Curators Project

上海当代艺术博物馆的“青年策展人计 

划”是国内目前独树一帜的青年策展人发 

展与研究项目。作为PSA的年度展览品 

牌暨学术品牌，“青策计划”致力于发掘 

华人青年策展力量，为他们提供实践理想 

的平台、全面且深度的指导、进入公共视 

野的途径和良性的成长环境。,青年策展 

人计划”创立于2014年，致力于发掘和 

培育华人青年策展力量，至今已推出四十 

余位年轻策展人，实现了十九场实体展览 

和两场线上展览。“青策计划”秉持公开 

公正的评审原则，不论背景、鼓励冒险， 

十年来已逐渐成为中国青年策展人的重 

要平台。通过展览的实践，从这里出发的 

年轻策展人积累了经验，获得了行业的关 

注；诞生于这里的一些策划方案正在形成 

可持续的研究和展示项目。

PSA's "Emerging Curators Project" is China's 
exclusive young curator development and 
research project. As the contemporary art 
museum's annual exhibitory and academic 
trademark, the project stays committed to 
exploring young Chinese curatorial talents 
and providing them with a platform to 
practice conceptions, an opportunity to 
access comprehensive and in-depth guidance, 
a path to enter the public's eyes, and an 
environment to enjoy healthy growth. Since 
its inception in 2014, the "Emerging Curators 
Project" has so far supported more than 40 
Chinese curatorial talents to realize a total of 
19 physical exhibitions and 2 online exhibitions. 
With an open and fair reviewing principle 
that disregards backgrounds and encourages 
adventures, the ten-year-old project has been 
gradually rising to become an important 
platform for young Chinese curators. Through 
exhibition-based practices, young curators 
emerging on this platform gain experiences as 
well as attention from the industry, while some 
of the curatorial plans taking form here are 
also translating into sustainable research and 
exhibition projects.



上海当代艺术博物馆

上海当代艺术博物馆成立于2012年10 

月1日，是中国大陆第一家国有当代艺术 

博物馆，也是上海双年展主场馆。上海当 

代艺术博物馆建筑由原南市发电厂改造而 

来，2010年上海世博会期间，曾是"城 

市未来馆二它见证了上海从工业到信息 

时代的城市变迁，其粗砺不羁的工业建筑 

风格给艺术工作者提供了丰富的想像和创 

作可能。作为新城市文化的"生产车间”， 

不断自我更新，不断让自身处于进行时是 

这所博物信的生命之源。上海当代艺术博 

物谊正努力为公众提供一个开放的当代文 

化二术展小与互动平台；消除艺术与生活 

的藩篱；促进不同文化艺术门类之间的合 

作和知识生产。

上海苏河湾万象天地

上海苏河湾万象天地坐落于静安区苏河湾 

板块腹地，与外滩一脉相连，与陆家嘴隔 

江相望。苏河湾万象天地天然坐拥4.2万 

平米城市绿地公园，承载两处历史文保建 

筑一一慎余里和天后宫，以开放无边界、 

绿色生态、融合文化艺术的场景式体验空 

间为商业定位，在城市绿地之下打造别具 

一格的城市峡谷商业空间。苏河湾万象天 

地前期与创意品牌AllRights Reserved 
(ARR)合作，邀谓德国知名艺术家团队 

Inges Idee,为项目量身打造了两件大型 

永久艺术装置“迈上！，及“大象亲子乐 

团，纵向跨越两层商业空间，寓意艺术

与商业携手迈上全新景象，为城市生活带 

来赏心悦目的艺术观赏体验。基于独特的 

多元空间形态，苏河湾万象天地未来也将 

携手众多艺术机构与艺术厂牌，在公共艺 

术共创方面呈现更多品质内容。

思南公馆-思南时区

思南公馆是上海历史文化风貌和优秀历史 

建筑保留保护试点项目之也是上海市 

中心唯一一个以成片花园洋房的保留保护 

为宗旨的项目，曾连续五年获得，，上海市 

花园单位"称号，于2021年被正式确认 

为"首批国家级旅游休闲街区”，是上海 

［市更新的“新名片”。思南公馆作为上 

海？特色文化地标，传承了历史文化和生 

活艺术的人文底蕴，致力于为公众提供多 

样化的艺术体验与文化熏陶。思南时区于 

2气0年开放，秉持着"让美好被看见， 

让艺术走入生活,，的理念，在城市地标内 

为公众提供-个可以观赏、交流和体验生 

f笠的艺术复合空间■思南时区向所有 

"虹术创作、有才华的艺术家发出邀请， 

:开放的胸怀为值得被公众认识的美好事 

［三办展览。思南时区由思南公馆管理及

Power Station of Art

Established on Oct. 1st, 2012, the Power 
Station of Art (PSA) is the first state-run 
museum dedicated to contemporary art 
in mainland China. It is also home to the 
Shanghai Biennale. Renovated from the 
former Nanshi Power Plant, PSA was once the 
Pavilion of Future during the 2010 Shanghai 
World Expo. The museum has not only 
witnessed the city's vast changes from the 
industry age to the IT era, but also provided 
a rich source of inspirations for artists with 
its simple yet straightforward architectural 
styles. And as Shanghai's generator for its 
new urban culture, PSA regards non-stopping 
innovation and progress as the key to its 
long-term vitality. The museum has been 
striving to provide an open platform for the 
Public to learn and appreciate contemporary 
art, break the barrier between life and art, 
and promote cooperation and knowledge 
generation between different schools of art 
and culture.

Shanghai Suhewan Mixc World

Located in the heart of Suzhou Creek in 
Jing'an District, Shanghai Suhewan Mixc World 
seamlessly connects to the Bund, overlooking 
Lujiazui on the opposite bank. Spanning 42,000 
square meters of urban greenery and home 
to two historical and cultural preservations, 
Shenyu Lane and the Tianhou Palace, Shanghai 
Suhewan Mixc World defines itself as an open, 
boundless, green, ecological, cultural and 
artistic space, providing scenario experience 
as well as establishing a unique urban canyon 
commercial area set against the backdrop of 
urban greenery. In its early developmental 
stages, Shanghai Suhewan Mixc World 
collaborated with the creative brand AllRights 
Reserved (ARR) and extended an invitation to 
the renowned German artist collective, Inges 
Idee, The result was the creation of two large- 
scale permanent installations - Up We G。！ 

Sinan Mansion - Sinan Time Zone

Sinan Mansion stands as a pilot project 
dedicated to the preservation and protection 
of Shanghai's historical and cultural features 
as well as its exceptional historical buildings. 
Positioned at the heart of Shanghai, this project 
is unique in its mission to conserve an array o 
garden houses. Garnering the title of "Shanghai 
Gardenesque Unit1' for five consecutive y®aJ* s, 
it has further solidified its status as one of the 
official entries in the "first batch of national 
tourism and leisure blocks" in 2021. Serving as 
the "new icon" of Shanghai's urban renewal, 
Sinan Mansion is a distinctive cultural landmark 
that upholds the humanistic legacy *? ist 
culture, and the art of living, and is . e, ica 
to offering the public diversified artistic 
experiences and cultural enlightenmen . 
its inauguration in 2020, Sinan Time Zon： 
has adhered to the concept of "show笋i g 
beauty and integrating art into everyday 
life". It provides the public with a fixed 
composited space to observe, exchange, 
and experience the aesthetics of h e 顺 
city landmark. Sinan Time Zone extend 
open invitation to talented artists engaged 
in art creation, encouraging them o . 
exhibitions that showcase the beauty deserv 
of public recognition. Sinan Time^on 
managed and operated by Sinan Mansion.

and Family Orchestra. These installations link 
the above and below areas, symbolizing the 
synergistic partnership of art and commerce 
in shaping a novel urban landscape. This 
collaboration aims to deliver a delightful 
art viewing experience to enhance city life. 
Drawing on its distinctive and diverse spatial 
design, Shanghai Suhewan Mixc World looks 
ahead to future collaborations. The plan 
includes forging partnerships with various 
art organizations and labels to present more 
high-quality content in public art co-creation 
in the future.

City Project 
Co-ho*t:

Power 
当代艺术Station 
博物馆 of Art

p 湾策 Emerging 
史计划 Curators

2023 Project

上海双年展城市项目• “青策计划2023”
City Project of the 14th Shanghai Biennale
@ 思南公馆-思南时区 Sinan Mansion - Sinan Time Zone

地址：上海市黄浦区■兴中路 523 胃思南公馆 1 号—I# Add: Fl, No.1, Lane 523, Huangpu District, Shanghai, China

@ 上海苏何湾万盆天地1■余Si 7 覆 Shenyu Lane Building 7, Shanghai Suhewan Mixc World
W :上海市建北路 100 精上湖5阔湾万象痢 Add: No.100, North Fujian Road, Jing'an District, Shang ‘

上海双年展主题展

Theme Exhibition of the 14th Shanghai Biennale
© 上海当代艺术I嘛馆 Power Station of Art k . a

地址：中SI上海市黄区菌江路 678 . Add: 678, Miaojiang Rd., Huangpu District, Shangha ,
网址：www.powerstationofart.com Web: www.power5tatlonofart.com
电话：+86 21 3110 8550 Tel: *86  21 3110 8550

%25e7%25bd%2591%25e5%259d%2580%25ef%25bc%259awww.powerstationofart.com
http://www.power5tatlonofart.com


上海当代艺术博物馆 Power Station of Art

上海当代艺术博物馆成立于2012年10 

月1日，是中国大陆第一家国有当代艺术 

博物馆，也是上海双年展主场馆。上海当 

代艺术博物馆建筑由原南市发电厂改造而 

来，2010年上海世博会期间，曾是"城 

市未来馆”。它见证了上海从工业到信息 

时代的城市变迁，其粗砺不羁的工业建筑 

风格给艺术工作者提供了丰富的想像和创 

作可能。作为新城市文化的“生产车间，，， 

不断自我更新，不断让自身处于进行时是 

这所博物馆的生命之源。上海当代艺术博 

物馆正努力为公众提供-个开放的当代文 

化艺术展示与互动平台;消除艺术与生活 

的藩篱；促进不同文化艺术门类之间的合 

作和知识生产。

上海苏河湾万象天地

筑・

上海苏河湾万象天地坐落于静安区苏河湾 

:嚣地’与外滩-脉相连，与陆家嘴隔 

出目毫苏河湾万象天地天然坐拥42万 

平米城市绿地公园，承载两处历史文保建 

:余里和天后宫，以开放无边界、 

芝心、融合文化艺术的场景式体验空 

:赢业定位’在城市绿地之下打造别旦 

喊市峡谷商业空间。苏河湾万象天 

源与％品牌AURigyg 

屉Id：邀请德国知名艺术家团队 

永久艺术;置穿;造驾件大型 

团"纵向跨越两层商业空间，籍

Established on Oct. 1st, 2012, the Power 
Station of Art (PSA) is the first state-run 
museum dedicated to contemporary art 
in mainland China. It is also home to the 
Shanghai Biennale. Renovated from the 
former Nanshi Power Plant, PSA was once the 
Pavilion of Future during the 2010 Shanghai 
World Expo. The museum has not only 
witnessed the city's vast changes from the 
industry age to the IT era, but also provided 
a rich source of inspirations for artists with 
its simple yet straightforward architectural 
styles. And as Shanghai's generator for its 
new urban culture, PSA regards non-stopping 
innovation and progress as the key to its 
long-term vitality. The museum has been 
striving to provide an open platform for the 
public to learn and appreciate contemporary 
art, break the barrier between life and art, 
and promote cooperation and knowledge 
generation between different schools of art 
and culture.

Shanghai Suhewan Mixc World

Located in the heart of Suzhou Creek in 
Jing'an District, Shanghai Suhewan Mixc Wor 
seamlessly connects to the Bund, 
Lujiazui on the opposite bank. Spanning 4 , 
square meters of urban greenery and home 
to two historical and cultural preservations, 
Shenyu Lane and the Tianhou Palace, Shan 或 

Suhewan Mixc World defines itself as an op ‘ 
boundless, green, ecological, cultural an 
artistic space, providing scenario exPerier\on 
as well as establishing a unique urban ca^f 
commercial area set against the backdro) 
urban greenery. In its early develop^®0 a 
stages, Shanghai Suhewan Mixc Worl ts 
collaborated with the creative brand 口 to 
Reserved (ARR) and extended an 'nVlta s 
the renowned German artist collective, 
Idee. The result was the creation of q0\ 
scale permanent installations - Up

1盖琦正，《语言的淆乱》 

GAI Qizheng,
Confusion of Tongues

2赵玉，《爆汁的礁石》 

Pocono ZHAO Yu, 
Explosive Juice of Reef

3陈丹笛子，《西风》

CHEN Dandizi, West Wind

4王业丰，《灾祸游荡》 

Frank WANG Yefeng, 
The Levitating Perils

5方迪，《塞皮克河戒指》

FANG Di, Sepik River Ring

6方迪，《塔乌鲁》

FANG Di, Tavurvur

7方迪，《部长》

FANG Di, Minister

8谭英杰，

《过去的，过去的，过去的， 

过去的，过去的…》

TAN Yingjie, It's AH in the Past

9赵玉，《新来者X》

Pocono ZHAO Yu, Newcomer X

io杨圆圆，《上海来的女士》 

Luka Yuanyuan YANG, 
Lady from Shanghai

11马海蛟，《不见彼岸》

MA Haijiao, Invisible Shore

12陈问村，《Ben是一本书》

CHEN Wencun, Ben the Book

13王赫，《窗中景之雪景寒林》

WANG He,
View from the Window-Snow-Covered
Scene and Cold Forest

14盖琦正，《他者的想象》

GAI Qizheng,
Imagination of the Other

15陈丹笛子，《热带三部曲》

CHEN Dandizi, Tropical Trilogy

16洋泾浜英语单词卡&光谱书单 

Yangjing Bang English Glossary
& Reading
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皮钦光谱：一种文化的非线编可能

Pidgin Spectrum: Nonlinear Narratives of Multiculture
策展人：李嘉文、张•嘉伟 Curators: LI Jiawen, ZHANG Jiawei
场地：思南公馆-思南时区 Venue: Sinan Mansion - Sinan Time Zone

类地登陆：行星候选者

Terrestrial Landing: Planet Candidates
策展人：曾雨阳、黄天乐 Curators: Rainne Zeng, Tianle Huang 
场地：上海苏河湾万象天地慎余里7幢

Venue: Shenyu Lane Building 7, Shanghai Suhewan Mixc World

1唐潮、吴艳丹、刘毅、陆正，

《在自然与后自然之间的我们——红巨星》

Tang Chao, Nunu Kong, Liu Yi, Zen Lu, 
Us, Amid Nature and After Nature 
-Red Giant Star

2徐今今，

《You Still Have Something of 
the Ghost About You》

Xu Jinjin,
You Still Have Something of
the Ghost About You

3冯冰伊，《混合演绎》

Feng Bingyi,
Compounded Performance

4张斌，《皆是河流》

Zhang Bin, AU Rivers

5黄河山，《秃力城》

Huang Heshan, Too Rich City

6王溶，《那巨大的安宁之下》

Wang Xun, In that Great Peace

7陈厚闻，《太岁星纪》

Chen Houwen, Celestial Chronology

8刘首希，《团结号01》

Neo Liu, Oppose Secession 01

9黑空，《大气炼金术》

Black Void, 丁win Cloud



Tales of Old Shanghai

Pidgin English
Foreigners in Shanghai almost never bothered to learn the language of the 
natives — many Shanghailanders were bom and raised in the city and never 
spoke a word of Chinese, and those who did learn to speak some were 
considered slightly weird. They communicated with their Chinese servants 
and other menials in Pidgin English, a bastardised China Coast pot-pourri of 
mangled English, Chinese, Portuguese and Indian words.

Pidgin Lexicon 
Blong — is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side — downstairs 
Bym-bye — later 
Catchec — Have, get, bring 
Chop-chop — quickly! 
Chow — food
How fashion? — what for? why? 
Kumshaw — a tip 
Largce — much, great 
Likcc — to like
Look-see — look, appear like, see 
Makee — make, do, cause 
Maskee — never mind
More betta — better
Muchee — very 
My — my, me, I 
No can — I cannot, impossible 
Number one — very good 
One piecce — a, an, one 
Plenty — much, very, very much 
Savvy — know, understand 
Side — place, country 
Solly — sorry
Talkee — lell, say, inform, ask 
Tliis side — here
Topside — upstairs, on top 
Walkee — to go
VVantchee — to want
What for? — why? 
Wliat fashion no can? — VVhy 
not?
What-side — where?

Pidgin Poems
A yellow taxi conics in view.
Tlie weary' chauffeur asks, "Where to?" 
What would result if you replied, 
"Make walkee chop-占】op Broadway 
side?"
You'd wander down Fifth Avenue 
To look at frocks as women do 
Or try on hat to spend your cashon — 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion.z, 

When wc go home, I wonder whether 
Wezll lose our pidgin altogetlier? 
rd like to keep a little bit.
I find I'm ralher fond of it.,z

It w(is popular to Irmislnte Jamons pieces 
of poetry into pidgin. Here is Longfelloio's 
Excelsior:

The original version:
A youth who bore through
Snow and ice
A banner with a straiige device 
"Excelsior".

The pidgin version:
One young man walkee, no can stop 
Maskee de snow, maskee de ice!
He carry flag with chop so nice 
Topside galow!
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Pidgin Joke
The Hnll Porter at the Shanghai Club answers the phone.
f.'cmale Voice: z,That belong Hall Porter? Well, my wanchec savvy s'pose my 
husband have got, no got?”
Hall Porter: "No, missy, husband no got." "
Female Voice: "How fashion you sawy no gol, s'pose 】ny no talkee namcr 
Hall Porter "Maskee name, missy, any husband no got this side anytime/7

The Wisdom OfSatan 
Pidgin poem from Cliina Coast Ballads 
by Shmiius A'Rabbit 
Missie Bubbling Well 
In Hop Sing's shop 
"Wanchce one piecee meat 
No wanchee bone 
No wanchee grizzle 
No wanchee fat 
No wanchee skin/' 
Hop Sing talkee 
“Missy me thinkee 
More better you catchee 
One pieccc egg."

A Shanghai country club, out of bounds 
sciTnnts.

fo Chinese people unless they were
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Tales of Old Shanghai

Pidgin English
Foreigners in Shanghai almost never bothered to learn the language of the 
natives — many Shanghailanders were born and raised in the city and never 
spoke a word of Chinese, and those who did learn to speak some were 
considered slightly weird. They communicated with their Chinese servants 
and other menials in Pidgin English, a bastardised China Coast pot-pourri of 
mangled English, Chinese, Portuguese and Indian words.

Pidgin Lexicon 
Biong — is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side — downstairs 
Bym-bye — later 
Catchcc — Have, get, bring 
Chop-chop — quickly! 
Chow — food 
How fashion? — what for? why? 
Kumshaw — a tip 
Largcc — much, great 
Likcc — to like
Look-sce — look, appear like, see 
Makee — make, do, cause 
Maskee — never mind 
More betta — better
Muchoe — very 
My — my, me, I 
No can — 1 cannot, impossible 
Number one — very good 
One piecee — a, an, one 
Plenty — much, very, very much 
Savvy — know, understand 
Side — place, country 
Solly — sorry
Talkee — tell, say inform, ask 
This side — here
Topside — upstairs, on top 
Walkee — to go 
Wantchee — to want 
What for? — why? 
What fashion no can? — Why 
not?
What-side — where?

Pidgin Poems
A yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where to?" 
What would result if you replied, 
"Make walkee chop-diop Broadway 
side?"

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hat to spend your cashon — 
"Wantchee more better; proper fashion."

When wo go home, I wonder whether 
We'll lose our pidgin altogether? 
Fd like to keep a little bit.
I find I'm rather fond of it."

It wns popular to Irnnslale famous pieces 
ofpoehy into pidgin. Here is Lon猊low's 
Excelsior:

The original version:
A youth who bore through
Snow and ice
A banner with a strange device 
"Excelsior".

The pidgin version:
One young man walkee, no can stop 
Maskee de snow, maskee de ice!
He carry flag with chop so nice 
Topside galow!

38
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Pidgin Joke
The Hall Porter at the Shanghai Club answers Ute phone. 
female Voice: "That belong Hall Porter? Well, my wanchee savvy, s'pose my 
husband have got, no got?”
I-Iall Porter: "No, missy husband no got." "
Pcmale Voice: "How fashion you savvy no got, s'pose my no talkee name," 
Kall Porter:z/Maskee name, missy, any husband no got this side anytime.”

The Wisdom Of Satan 
Pidgin poetn from China Coast Ballads 
by Shnmus ArRabbit 
Missie Bubbling Well 
In Hop Sing's shop 
“Wanchce one piecee meat 
No wanchee bone 
No wanchee grizzle 
No wanchee fat 
No wanchcc skin." 
I lop Sing talkee 
"Missy me thinkee 
More better you catchee 
One piecee egg."

A Shanghai coimtiy chib, out of bounds to Chinese people unless they were 
senmnts. ——



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where to?”
What, would result if you replied, ，
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?"

: You'd： wander down Fifth Avenue 
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats'to spend your cash on 一一 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion/'

When we go home, I wonder whether
,We'll lose our pidgin altogether.
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find I'm rather fond of it."

:' i |
Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled rzPidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G； Lelandpublished in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A! hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nlghtey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice,
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

i Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, “No can walk, 
By'mby lain come 一一 velly dark, 
Hab gqt water,' velly wide."

-Maskee. my must go top-side.
_ \ Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. FJrst, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory ;with some of the more 
common terms. They come from Pidgin English 
Sing-Son务 with a few；, from All About Shanghai, 
published in Shanghai in tKe 1930s. .

i ! i
All-plopa,: quite right 
biong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs
Bym-bye, later,. | ，—:
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. "My look-see

_ one piecee man catchee chow- 
-:chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note; letter, sometimes IOU, e.g."bar

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal 
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, fqod,(.to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlmkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Giriey, girl?
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have 
Hab got, is, there is, has ,
How fashion? what for? why? wham's 血 

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church 
Joss-house man, clergyman 
Joss-pidgin, religion
Eargee, largey, largo, much, great, !nu(! 
Likee, to like

“ *' Look-see, look, appear like, see
Niakee, make, do, cause, become

…. Maskee, never mind 
Melican, American 
More betta, better 
Muchee, veiy, sometimes muchee-「ig：a@ 
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, 
Naifoo, knife

.;.. Nightey, night
No： can, not good, I cannot, 
No can do? Can you not? 
Number one, very good

------- Olo, old .
One piecee, a, an, one .

. ,Pay, 'to give, bring, deliver, trans{ef
Plenty, much, veiy, very much 
Plopa. proper, good, right, correeV, 
Savvy, know, understand 
Shroff, dealer in money 
Side, place, country

(.Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne 
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign bvs心

- Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask 
This side, here 
Tiffin, lunch

dE：M ：Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive 
Topside, upstairs, on top

；..-e/waifo, wife 
Walkee, to go 
Wantchee, to want

■».'< What for?, why?
zWhat fashion no can? Why not? 
What-side, where

•33 i •/■■：( ■ i
What, for you no savvy "Top-side blong
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?” Mas!—! 1^6 - side 

,i>r. all-same Inkeli-pidgin.
•The shades of night were falling 
As through an Alpine village pacSsa) 

. A youth, who bore, 'mid snow 如 icq 
.A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!
■ . h ；

『Try not the Pass!" the old 输 
Dark lowers the tempest oaverhe^d

?.； <；泌・3、3The roaring torrent is deep 妙0 U)刑’ 
1 - And loud that clarion voice rephe o

14 Excels而 I.
心读•



Pidgin.English

That will do •：*：・ 
That will not do '•,

That is better .. < ；.- 
Who is that (it)? 
What is that? . 
Tell him . ・ • .
Give me that r
I don't want it ...： 
There . .、.
Here . , •
Please let'me know：. ・
Just'let me look ....， 
Do you understand ? 、.・ 
I don't understand -•・ 
Can you tell pae what this 

is? . « r

mind, from masque, never mind ; junk from the<Portu- "恁 
guese sound of chueng, in the dialect of the coast、where ,］疝密! 
they traded. Of Indian words we have shroff, a nioney、:】」、*点窗芸  
dealer, or now a pioney expert 矿 tiffin, lunch godown成.技我 
warehouse, from kadang ; lac, coolie, chit. J电璐

There are many Chinese words in it: for instance,当京诵 
chop, from chot a document—it means a bill, a stamp, ；「港制徵 
or a receipt ; chow, for food, is also a Chinese word,
kumshaw, a gratuity, means golden sand. . S电;' 壬*'噌常魅

A good rule for visitors to Shanghai and. th耶典哄必瓣瀚煨::泰 
Ports is to try the natives with ordinary English ■first ; ifg"捅淹忑 
that fails, speak pidgin.English. The dignity^pf• the
native is much ruffled if he is addressed in p'idgip^when 笋兰笛 
he understands ordinary English. “

• General' Rules.—'Put the object first landTuse only. 夺:若 
the nominative case of pronouns, h,e,.she'3 ：>Ltalkee he ‘‘ ： %
means "tell’him." Use my for me, discard grammar, —毒 
and talk in roots of words and monosyllable^^ ^:， ，'顶

Useful Sentence "财，."点

I. General「”到钾碍窗悠妙厂” •七此

:(These ha件气哗邛顼de
, application,) -

,That b'Jong mQf礼丽仙热E二'：；履!

<■ Who man? …
.What thing ?…金*  如、’ 「、卜,

「嚣?京严",磷7 •.写辛
,史y my・。城轴瞬网州” ,， •$

What thing thi以坡防“荔上；.以§ 
Go and see, and comeback . • ［网： S科］

and tell me . . . You look see talkee my,； .蒙｝
That won't do . .* . No b'long plop耶(pypp.er).., ： *，蕊§

” -\-e. y'U

Pidgin・ English

Chin-cKin (a greeting gene- 
rally).

> Talkee cook three piece
> man dinner.、
S/pose you no can do, must 

catche *nother  man.
Bobbery.

largee bobbery；'

c. -/'；" 拦.、'拎怂河滥第" I、 ' . . •

涛襟戮熠宅"'What sjde? :
:•瓣Wher?isthat'fron)&嬴泓点What side catchee?_ ,, • 
v What,o'clock is it?株庶质；What time?.，； 
'，.don't know . ?•<；■'My no savvy. •

.Wait a bit 众 Man m叩.
Be quick：;；］顷舞即广 L,*  Auso. ",：.)，•*  , .
Come at称福斗Come chop chop/ .
This is mine浦;疑电K ? "This b'long my,«必;与，:

. Stop that.哉燎薄涕.lNo gan do.、杯\片」 
:Never mind!哄驾浏隽汛*  Mafskee, -「，打""：.，：二 
•: That is a bM：捕黄瀚铜就厂 That b'kmg bad.pidgin. ,,.：：； 
,Business (o^anyjki^d, of. • . ■-/.

affair) . 忌砌& .心Pidgin. . n
' Religion 邈尊- Jobs pidgin.

.Is Mr.^--~at:liQineZ;^<. \- Mas^ have got?
.Is Mrs.—-~rat-home?，?V- ■ Mississy have got? 
:"\ He (she) is not at hofneF ；® No have got.
'% Can you do thia for,me? . Can do?

、 Why not? '；*./  ' What for no can?1''
y Go upstairs ’Go topside.
'、Go downstairs ?，.：• ''、+ 「. Go bottomside. ' ,
，一 Bell him to come'back * Talkee he come this side.
,；；* , Tell him Up come in the*?,  ， 、
建.V morning 'V j'.-' 1 .'<TTalkee come morning time.

Do you Hiean it：? ’Talkee true ?
What do you mean by that? What fashion?

" Afterwards (by-and-bye) , , Bime bye. ,
I will pay you later ... Bime bye makee pay. 
I am afraid it is going to .

- " rain ' t .广 , My too muchee fear makee
奴£声；Y野％妩嚓就瘁- rain.'

-1 dori (to .do this Too much trouble pidgin.
芸々I w^nt it like that；" "W Wanchee all same that 
炽?- This i8 very good ：黔This b'long number one. 
板，:How are you?*  ；.蓬游麟，' ，----------•:---------
斜,L Good-bye%"点舞控取 

部"Tell the cook^to^prepare 
繁.， dinner for three^tQ-day. 
岛:盐,If you cannot do it-, I.must

get some one els© .('-:
Bother; to find fault.with ------ v.

鲨粗 If you don't do- thi^, you ) S'pose no do, ' my makee 
照々will get into trouble . J largee bobbery.
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心理f 楠::PIDGIN -ENGLISH.-^ 心一 '■■

— ---- : •. "L，‘

'u?Wbat is -pidgin Engllsh-r ' Wo Jearn that In Chinn .wo must'-extend crar 
vocabulary br hand re la of now words. English or otherwise, which we rarely find La 
°?V-elscwheii?*  l eQ .he pioneer foreUners established themselves In the 17th century 

r the:^ the only city In China open to foreUn intercourse, they xonnd the stady 
9* 1•浮 \yl°c,e language irksome and Udfous and aoDoited for the con占act of new and 
♦k a*a»® ； and for these reasons they most hare bean delighted to dlaoover

the Chinese were only too eaiar to learn English of a sort. Oat of these conditions 
arose the jargon which we have come to know as pidgin Ensilioh, and .this very 
expression, when underatood, gives one an excellent example of the structure of the 
qu^tnt speech. Pidfiln" was the Chinese attempt at the prosncciation of ■,baslnesa." 
皿％ *°  V16 term means , boainess English" io other worda, knowledge of English 
samcleot for tbe conduct of business. When the Chloes^ first attempted the pronanciatioa 
°*  foreign langaa^es they used syllables from their own tongaa which approximate the 
sound of the foreign word、Thas. the Chinese worda pit and chon, meaulng respectively 
mug and truly." may have been the syllables in the niinda of the men who 

conceived this pronunciation for "buslnesu.'' Of course “pit chuu" or ''pidgin” no longer 
meant mast truly." but phonetically conveyed the sound and the meaning of ''business'' 
as noarl? SB tne Chinese tongue permitted. It may bo carnmetl ap as a vocabulary of 
corraptea Ea^Hsa words Ln tneaalng and number closely approximating the average 
残"吧 yocabalary of a Chinese, plna a sprinkling of pare Chinese and qaife q few 
corrupted expressions from the Malay. Hindustani Portuguese end other languages, all 
thesg being formed 'by Chinese syllables nsed solely for their phonetic value: the 
vosaoulary thus attained being strung together after the fashion of Chinese (ilctioD.

«5ked the visitors what was desired for dinner. Duck !■ e common 
噩* " soemed that at this time, while ordinary duck was available, it was 
&awJ?dS!|rt^TOn fonw d So,[he8og said, "Mlssl. my tlnkeo more better hab 
眼舟？Can catehee walkee-walkee duck any time,1, A coolie, who was 

°° on arising from the ground, aaid smiling： "My waochee go tooside
n® • ne wancoee to toiMide my.”

炸航匕"a bl〔t。be said of pidgin English. For instance, ft is not always 
理!史映b 80°Qds can be rendered perfectly by Chinese syllables, for the Chinese 

03c* u & far North have no sound r“. and lack many of our final eonnds. 
“腭、？usc beco.乎f Ian. and old', (because the ChLneso have no final Bound of , r, 

，oecomss olo. Nor can It be said that Chinese diction iu followed Implicitly • 
氏津理竺罕?®v? had,mach to do w]th the structure of pidgin English and fn some 
a弓部 ％集 fores Utterly foreign to the Chinese-for example, the use of *no  

日力吁ere the Chinwe say no do can.” Furthermore, pidgin English is sometimes 
□恣蝉，P ben the Chinese tongue-es In the case of "bobbery" for "bother.” 

rm wa3 Pfooably torn from some every foreign vocabulary when it was imposed 
钏R炽e. who have to pronounce it -ba-ba-bee.- Also, the Chinese have In 
殊％半亨皿are untranslaUble. and corrupted English words are used in 

*°°° tbelr F塑 is considered essential-such as. ,,blongM or •'belong" for the 
漕黑炉 aH? the ^otninable -plecee- or -piece" in the place of thl dozen； of 
治保艮缥"from the part of Chinese speech known to Sinologues as "classifiers**  and 
值/紧cS：化 18 肾 exact equivalent in Western speech. "ClaBsIGg” are perfixes to 

看?P哓?f n0UQ8 having a,separate prefix. They are so namerous and varied 
:部 fl?耽瞻甫叩映 th.em allasW the use of •plecee**  for any or all; and the 
result is the familiar one plecee man/' six plecee dish.” etc.

FndH.KAJWr0P<T\w<ima?*  *h 。had arrived In PeklnU proud of her knowledge of Pidgin- 
部质如匕篇挡出 atu? pap^et next to a cultured Chinese official On her way she 
烈杪obtaining a rickshaw, had had to walk a distance, and was late, but 
您 dlnQer fi00d-. Believing these details might interest her dinner-partner.。
理5刻ial配思灌盅呼苧产皓匕• u怀*气 yslde, lookee downside. Machee 

骤f :ollo»ame hab got namba one cbowchow." The i 
^liDece official kx)ked at her incredulously, MHab *>t  nnmba one chowchow." repeated 
鬼二?a罗 con?dcnt of bw Pidfiln-EnjlUh. ^Mad>tru,' said the Chlnefle.昭 I 
understand your J«r«on correctly, you are trying to tell me that the dinner h^ocxL Yes '■ * 
I agree with you. The dinner^ Mood. -Bat your EntfHuh 1> .. . ..^7 5™

of m；；羿膘外Zc籍cerned, this dialect of EniJhh. which has had an existence 
nr ce^ury. now严eras doomsi The extended acquisition of some

Eo^Hsh on the part of the Chinese, Is sapersedlox its use. One verv 
regarding the use of pldgia-Ea^lhh. Is to find Chinese- from different 

empire, who. on account of the difference in the dialects spoken by them 
% co%ver8£ together, occasionaUy forced to xue fL A burlesque phrase froS 

温尸保二北料产 treaty port. -My no savvy he what-thlng talkee ： ho louse b!SS 
那密 S R nfiinr.. V 1?j!?(1 ®® Qn exaggeration of the language difficulties Ln 

嘉 1111 令 and bo unlike English, that new-comers
:留蜡彩]也土!L difference between It and proper Enjllish was once tmoondously

史帼 a Cantonese shop-keeper, who, finding himself at a loss to
111 .免© 气spoken J)y a new arrival, turned to his friend, an 

America^ ^nd Mid; Moh bettah you fien tolkee EnOllshee talk, my no sabbee Meilcan 
word5 employed In pldflln-EngUah are Chinese so distorted as 潘 wjJ聪谶：知嘘#whlle 声ogge, Malay, and Indian have also added a

3

for

. AMAH-A name used •■4>y 'foreigner® . _ _______
Coutoneae Ah-ma", a dldlnntivejorm foi^^irantdjmOther/*̂  
'蛔饕野恕睥您迥一哄由甲 
morning.

没? foiylftner perpetrated a joke upon the South Chinese yeara ktfo
、¥炽#?加普婿足也Boduce 1 普㈤Ir textbooks of English the prd 周按• to 牌i :,' 

dim,cblq*en ，eta. Wth the,meanln"f "male?， The resolt <« thnt ^22 ?
呼澳1部平尸 尸py 冲；bull cW for sun. -bull
ctj etc. The Chinese have prefixes which added to many nouns signify gender. 
孙…黑哗亍既/牛旦座111 English the expression (or sometimes just ,,chow") means food 
E詈乎I'、,111 pQrtlP?^?r means a sweet preserve made In Canton for forelfin cOnsnmntlon 
眄心 on^wa3 widely popular among foreigners. The origin of “W岩% 坦 *聚肝 ： 
震薄媛"整辨盘雄炯赢膘嘴居留m

髀姓嚣㈱斜?皤魏仙龄e 

csxpre^Son. kum sha. Tneanlnxl-* ,tfold sands •• in a Cantonese
gift by natives -who know nothlnjl.pf pldgi^ EnftHs? ??ip the meanln^df b
later origin than the pidgin EngllslrexpreSioS Th " % however, may be of

GODOWN.-In China, a warehouae. From the Malay. r . *•'.-

谟舞

.-JOSS--Inp!djjin English, an Idol. Hence joss-sticks incense * When 
燔MP勰度••• The word is a ^rruptk of th：,啬瞿专伊入叫 

•_*  » r-. ■- :
LnTEE.-Uttle. ' Littee no plopper'*  mean "Not exactly 8rrect/'

.♦ or LAODAH.-A term used by foreigners in ShanChal and on thn Vnn<*t^<>
洗疽?网砰°n，・"f houseboat or other smaU vessel. The name 诚明 P胃噌 
Venerable).great One.” Amon^ the Chinese it is used to indicate the maj^-Jf a蹑J「 

姬斜蝌蹴磷2辱斌潸嚣;牍雕郭酬既%海黯 

整卷虹土孕能I丫格牛11364 洋町理 foreteners that the Chinese are beuinnijag

牌零曙嗖。血我启《■% 辎噩做蝠F电 

蠲蜘浮岩g 誓赢糖嘴WE%篮盗 

刷烟SSSBa* 村仙*  

质浑心睥E 

蝠KE：，密筮眺琨萍箱b海皿皿 

Chinese re/e遂雄 3%% that, th is was the name for the great storms : but the- 

；.：'.—7-----
。References: ••Broken China-—HlU-Weles.

'm’ Jhln空 ChlneseM-^Ban.
//Chinese'PanU8tlc8"r-Steep,

二：不^冬平如心即回血广一地炊皿虹：心：r5g. .f.s , 
(information-CoUeeted imd Prepo曲折宓鬲萤述&、.：：&芝二二

拽总瞄滤把予惊“皿岫.from tbe

蓼产 W端*呻绑*盗啥雄唱*踽

. r! ■ , - - •• .... . i ■- ' " - ■ .
- • ' • ' •， • . • .... . •- _<：、•.、•'，».■- . - • >

» - ..

used-irf 'foreign < 
dldlnntlve^forni.

iq a temple



Pidgin・  EnglishPidgin*English

Chin-chin (a greeting gene- 
rally]. .'

Talkee cook three piece 
, man dinner. v
8/pose you no can do, must 

catche Mother man.
Bobbery.
一 _ ' '

f large© bobbery；

iii

That is better . , «；.■ 
Who is that (it)?
■What is that?
Tell him . ・ •
Give me that
I don't want it ..
There .
Here , ・ •
Please lefme know； , 
Just'let me look . 
Do you understand ?
I don't understand
Can you tell ipe what this 

is? .. . .
Go and see, and come back 、 

and tell me .
That won't do .

,，3 ..
That will do £*  ：・
That will not do 1

IM，•芯h蒙搭漓ifemh两问. 

H：漓瞟瞄部""滞盅严籍"& 

威. I don*t  know，.加."金打My po savvy, . - f ■..
..Wait a 帅 斌亳豚• Man man. •：.；

Be quick.；#做3如；命> "W , N Auso. “血.，-
?雾〈、’- '.Come at。睥?窟捞蘑W" Come-chop chop/、：；«.；. -•,、 
嫖*' •.、 ,v This js mine.商浪秘，占*3  ；； This b'long my.f ?对吁.w 
炯:、.Stop that.项：撅搦物"感・,"Nofan do.、户"*商:：•.’ 
旺""' • Never mindjf掘^密於临r'WMafskee.. ，一： 

，顼 That is a bad沛§|场钦酒；.¥ That b'long bad,pidgin：•* ；.•>%.
Business (or^anyl-Jcipd, of. •.

affair)'.TW.斌滓史邑...心Pidgin：， • •
Religion 雄心,・*  Jobs pidgin. .

.Is M&s'r have got? .•,.；>
;Is Mrs.-■ /■ '；^at;hon)e-Mississy have got? ■.
\ He (she) is not af homeNo have got. ■ '、•：*..'

Can you do thid for .me . Can do ?
Why；not? ' '-v. * What for no can?:;, -
Go upstair/Go topside.. ；'

% , -. 7' Gq downstairs* r.■-；' ,. ► f： Go bottomside.'.'' 
篁£*. 、_ Tell him to come back ，: Talkee he come this side.

,-Tell him'tp come in the*?,  “
.《 morning 迁 小・ 1>JTalkee come morning time.

Do you rnean; it;? * : '• Talkee true ?
What do you mean Ky that? What fashion?

1 Afterwards (by-and-bye) , , Bime bye.
I will pay'you later . . ‘ •，Bime bye makes pay.
I am afraid it is going to ..

* rain r -• ?・ 广 / , My too muchee fear makee
:泌「艾操脖碘继站"*  rain.: '

一 . Too much trouble pidgin.
,，；Wanchee all same that
:This b*long  number one.

一 " Good.bye：尊浪够麒’

留溢i Tell the cook^td^prepare •
：. dinner for threeLto-day.
戳脸"If you cannot do it, I.must
：、’ get some one else J' 2..

^Bother; to find fault；with w
.If you don't do" this, you ) S'pose no d。, ’ my makee 

二々•、'..• .wih get into trouble . ) largee bobbery.-

•f X
、：：E或:E.J , "CM 

mind, from viasquc, never mind '； junk from the^Portu-匚 *、7卷 
guese sound of chueng, in the dialect of the coast' where 源通 
they traded. Of Indian words we have shroff, a money *毯 ：源诺， 
dealer, or now a money expert 矿 tiffin, lunch 疽godown?^、节关蹬 

warehouse, from kadang ; lac, coolie, chit. 奇, ： 疽施;
There are many Chinese words in it: for,instance 

chop, from chot a document—it menus a billj a stamp,京港期｛靠 
or a receipt ; chow, for food, is also a Chinese.;wprd, and慕懑祖 
kumshaw, a gratuity, means golden Band. .、M欢”a '炭%嘿我骸季 r

A good rule for visitors to Shanghai and th手巽就啾隰**愿':莫  
Ports is to try the natives with ordinary Epglish^r0 ; :辆蹄::*
that fails, speak pidgin.English. The「dig于中戚pF the j泠受 
native is mucli ruffled if he is addressed in pidgiiij when ：
he understands ordinary English. ”心:多辑”’ 

General- Bules.—Put the object first .laudr'use only.
the nominative case of pronouns, he,, she^;.^talkee he M 
means ‘‘tell him." Use my for me, discard grammar, 
and talk in roots of words and monosyllables^

、，."、 "代 Useful Seritepcps
I, General 

> .了 i
•「Can do. 以斓糅院"M.
,i No can do. ~、# M疝麻捕,：”、“
.(These have a .vejy^ia^ ,< 

application,), ' 1
，，That biong pw卬加$域.葡二 
/.Who man?
.What thing? ；”，
.Talkee he. “、§ 
.Pay my. '，‘； £； 
,「My no wancheej 

That side.
.This side.
.Talkee my..

■, Pay my look
,* ....Savvy?

-• . My no savvy.,,
"/ What thing thi戏'浙衍:忑： 

. You look see tajg/g piy"', 了
f ・ No b'long ploper (pmppr),；；



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where lo?"
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?"

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue 
To look at frocks as women do 
Or try on hats to spend your cash on 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion.”

When we go home, I wonder whether 
Werll lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find Tm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled w Pidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, 
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come 一- velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come iromPidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai, 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plop% quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. "My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g.”bar 
chit”

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh” is「

meaning?
Inkeli, English / 〔
Joss-house, temple, church
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion , (
Largee, largey, largo, much, great, Ibud
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-much?n
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, ours
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impossible
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, very good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transfer
Plenty, much, very, very much
Plopa, proper, good, right, correct 广i"
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign biEnus.Tan
Talkec, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top 
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want .
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side blong
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas!:?;-! "■■ —side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were falling :Z.r,
As through an Alpine village ..！
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice, 
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

"Try not the Pass!” the old *. 
Dark lowers the tempest oaveri , 
The roaring torrent is deep a：■,- …’
And loud that clarion voice r •_

l Excels"



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where to?"
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?"

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats to spend your cash on — 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion.r/

When we go home, I wonder whether 
We'll lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find I'm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled MPidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice,
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come -- velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come from Pidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai、 

published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. "My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g.”bar 
chit”

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh” •?.

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion , (
Largee, largey, largo, much, great, !bi】d
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-much?^
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, ours
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impossible
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, very good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transfer
Plenty, much, very, very much
Plopa, proper, good, right, correc-, nic-'
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign be an 
Talkce, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top 
waifb, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want ,
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side blong
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mask?J '!"“-side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were falling u.si, 
As through an Alpine village p、. ； ！ 
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice, 
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

"Try not the Pass!” the old r••；(!： 
Dark lowers the tempest oaveri .
The roaring torrent is deep w . 、：’
And loud that clarion voice r .

“ Excels*



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where to?”
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?”

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats to spend your cash on -- 
“Wantchee more better, proper fashion/'

When we go home, I wonder whether 
Well lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find Tm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled ^Pidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, 
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come -- velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come from Pidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai, 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. ”My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g.”bar 
chit”

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh"‘ 识〃:

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church 
Joss-house man, clergyman 
Joss-pidgin, religion , (
Largee, largey, largo, much, gre”，！bu(!
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see 
Makee, make, do, cause, become 
Maskee, never mind 
Melican, American 
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-much??
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, ours 
Naifbo, knife 
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impossible 
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, veiy good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transfer 
Plenty, much, very, very much 
Plopa, proper, good, right, corrcc*,  
Savvy, know, understand 
Shroff, dealer in money 
Side, place, country
Smeilum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign IxWn wmn 
Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask 
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive 
Topside, upstairs, on top 
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want .
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side , " blong 
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas!:；. :! -side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were falling 
As through an Alpine village p:.!
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow an<! ice, 
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

"Try not the Pass!" the old m?»n :、Ed: 
Dark lowers the tempest oaveri •:,: 
The roaring torrent is deep «、， 
And loud t:hat clarion voice r .

\ Excels"



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where lo?"
What would result if you replied,
“Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?”

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats to spend your cash on — 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion/'

When we go home, I wonder whether 
We'll lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find Tm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled /zPidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, 
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come 一一 velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come iromPidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai、 

published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. "My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g.”bar 
chit”

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh” is.

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion , (
Largee, largey, largo, much, great, !bu(l
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-muchee
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, ours
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impassible
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, veiy good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transfer
Plenty, much, very, very much
Plopa, proper, good, right, corrcc\ niw
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign an
Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want . ,
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side gi：：、" blong 
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas!:；.、！ 「"'-side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were fall in：-；
As through an Alpine village p、. ：：: ！ 
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow ice, 
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

"Try not the Pass!" the old mnn r-id: 
Dark lowers the tempest oaveri . 
The roaring torrent is deep a:、， 、’’
And loud that clarion voice r

L Excels；、



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where lo?"
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?"

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue 
To look at frocks as women do 
Or try on hats to spend your cash on -- 
“Wantchee more better, proper fashion/'

When we go home, I wonder whether 
Werll lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find Tm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled "Pidgin-English Sing-Song/' by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, 
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come — velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come from Pidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai, 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. "My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g.”bar 
chit”

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh” is「:

meaning?
Inkeli, English '
Joss-house, temple, church 
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion , (
Largee, largey, largo, much, great, !bii(!
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see 
Makee, make, do, cause, become 
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-much?^ 
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, ours 
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impeEb!?
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, very good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transfer 
Plenty, much, very, very much 
Plopa, proper, good, right, corrcc-, 
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfume, cologne
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign bvi'.ii-o/.sr an 
Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, veiy, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top 
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want .
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side 即’：、，'blong 
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas"：! '-side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were falling fest, 
As through an Alpine viDage p: ：: . !
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice.
A banner with a strange device, 

Excelsior1

"Try not the Pass!” the old mnn r- ;d: 
Dark lowers the tempest oaveri」 
The roaring torrent is deep a:、 ，、：’
And loud that clarion voice r ,

Excels』、



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where to?"
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?"

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats to spend your cash on -- 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion."

When we go home, I wonder whether 
Well lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find rm rather fond of it.”

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled f/Pidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses, (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, 
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come 一一 velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come from Pidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai, 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. "My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g."bar 
chit"

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh” is

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion , (
Largee, largey, largo, much, great, !bi】(！
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-muchee
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, ours
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impOEsible
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, very good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transfer
Plenty, much, very, very much
Plopa, proper, good, right, corrcc4, niC'1
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sony
Taipan, boss, important foreign b；' ；i!W：:s-ran
Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top
waifb, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want .
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side • " blong 
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas"：! '「"'-side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were falling :Vr, 
As through an Alpine village p:.
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice,
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

Excels i-

"Try not the Pass!" the old m?*n  •*■• ： 
Dark lowers the tempest oaveri •?. 
The roaring torrent is deep m 
And loud that clarion voice r -



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where to?"
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?"

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats to spend your cash on -- 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion."

When we go home, I wonder whether 
We'll lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find Tm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled ^Pidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, 
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come — velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come iromPidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai, 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. ”My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g.”bar 
chit"

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh。'怎

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion , (
Largee, largey, largo, much, great, !bi】(！
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-muclK,n
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our, ours
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impossible
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, very good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transfer
Plenty, much, very, very much
Plopa, proper, good, right, correct nie-'
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign buEiumn
Talkee, tel], say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side <33*?  ■ '* blong 
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas!:% J ''•-.-side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were falling u.st, 
As through an Alpine village p: !
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice, 
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

"Try not the Pass!" the old m?n -•；(!： 
Dark lowers the tempest oaveri ?
The roaring torrent is deep y '，， 
And loud that clarion voice r

14 Excelsr.
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:PIDGIN. ENGLISH.””：;=顼:二.

•*What  is "pidgin English”" We learn that In China we must extend our 
vocabulary by hundreds of new words. English or otherwise, which we rarely find In 
ose elsewhere. When the pioneer foreigners established themselves in the 17th centap^ 
at Canton, then the only city In China open to foreign intercourse, they found the Btady 
of the Chlneae language irksome end tedious and unsuited for the conaact of new and 
forel£a business affairs: and for these reasons they mast have been delighted to <HMover 
that the Chinese were only too eagar to learn English of a sort Oat of these conaiuons 
arose the jargon which we have come to know as pidgin EnRlish. and this very 
expression, when understood, gives one an excellent example of the structure oi the 
quaint speech. "Pidgin" was the Chinese attempt at the pronanclation of ,businesa. 
and bo the term means ''business English" in other words, knowledge of 邸h
sufficient for the conduct of business. When the Chinese first attempted the pronunciattOQ 
of foreign languages they used syllables from their own tongue which approximate, the 
sound of the foreign words. Thus, the Chinese words pit and chan, meaning respecuvely 
"must'' and "truly." may have been the syllables in the minds of the men who 
conceived this pronunciation for ""business.1, Of coarse , pit chun" or pidgm** tno longer 
meant "must truly." but phonetically conveyed the soaud and the meaning of business 
as nearly as the Chioese tongue permitted. It may be summed np as a vocabulary of 
corrupted English words in meaning and number closely approximating the average 
spoken vooabalary of a Chinese, plus a sprinkling of pure Chinese and Quite a few 
corrupted expressions from the Malay, Hindustani Portugnese and other languages, all 
these being formed by Chinese syllables used solely for their phonetic value: the 
vocabulary thus attained being strung together after the fashion of Chinese fiction.

'There Is still a bit to be said of pidgin English. For instance, it Is not always 
that English sounds can be rendered perfectly by Chinese syllables, for the obinese 
(except those ia the far North, have no sound "r". and. lack many of our final sounds. 
Sa "run" must beoome "lua." and "old" (because the Chinese have no final sound of "T, 
or "id") becomes ,*olo.,'  Nor can It be said that Chinese diction 18 followed implicitly : 
for foreigners have bad much to do with the structure of pidgin English and in some 
cases have insisted oa forms utterly forelga to the Chinese-for example, the use of "'no 
caa do" where the Chinese say **no  do can." Furthermore, pidgin English is eometimes 
aosatted to even the Chinese toagae-as la the case of "bobbery" for *"  bother." 
"Bobbery" was probably torn from some every foreign vocabulary when it was imjxjaed 
oa the Chinese, who have to pronounce it ''ba-ba-bee." Also, the Chinese have in 
common use terms which are untranslatable, and corrupted, English words are. used in 
their place when their use is considered essential-such as "blornj" or felong" for the 
Chinese verb to be. and the abominable "piecee" or "piece" in the placeof the dozens of 
particles which from the part of Chinese speech known to Sinologues as "'classifiera" and 
for which there is m exact equivalent in Western speech. "Claasifiera" are perfixes to 
nouns, each class of nouns having a separate prefix. They are so numerous and varied 
that pidgin English puts them all aside by the use of "plecee" for any or all; and the 
result is the familiar "one piecee man," "six piecee dish," etc.

,'Fortunately for all concerned, this dialect of English, which has had an existence 
of more than half a century, now seems doomed. The extended acquisition of some 
knowledge of English on the part of the Chinese. 13 supersedinX its use. One very 
curious feature retardin({ the use of pldjJin-Egllsh, fs to find Chinese- from different 
parts of the empire, who, oa account of the difference in the dialects spoken by them, 
are unable to converse together, occasionally forced to use It. A burlesque phrase from 
a miastrel show In a treaty port, "My no savvy he what-thlnil talkee : he house blong 
street other .side." comes to mind as an exaggeration of the language difficulties fn 
China It is. of course, not at all like Chinese, and so unlike English, that newomeru 
require to learn it. The difference between it and proper English was once unconciously 
and wittily expressed by a Cantonese ehop-keeper. who, finding himself at a loss to 
understand the correct English spoken by a new arrival, turned to his friend, an 
Americao. and said : **Moh  bettah you fien talkee Enjllishce talk, my no sabbee Melican 
talk." A very tew of the words employed in pldfiln-EngliBh are Chinese bo distorted as 
to be almost past recoUQltlon. while Portuguese. Malay, and Indian have also added a 
few words to the vocabulary.

■*The  cook asked the visitors what was desired for dinner. Duck Is a common 
Chinese dish. It seemed that at this time, while ordinary duck was available, it was 
the particular season for wild deck. So the cook said, "Missi, rny tlnkee more better hab 
flyaway duck today. Can catchee walkee-walkee duck any time." A coolie, who was 
thrown off a horse, on arising from the ground, &ald smlllag; "My wanchee do topside 
he: he wanchee go top«ide my."

**A European woman, who had arrived In PekLnR proad of her knowledge of Pidgln- 
En^lish, was seated at a banquet next to a cultured Chinese official. On her way ehe 
had bad difficulty in obtaining a rickshaw, had had to walk a distance, and was late, but 
she found the dinner good. Believing these details might intereet her dinner-partner, 
she said. "My no can catehee rickshaw. Lookee upside, lookee downside. , Mucnee 
walkee-walkee. Come plenty late. But ollosame hab got namba one chowchow.” The 
Chinese ofBclal looked at her Increduloasly, **Hab  <ot numba one chowchow." repeated 
the woman, confident of her Pidgln-EjiilLsh. * MadAm." »ald the Chinese, if I 
understand your jargon correctly, you are trying to tell me that the dinner la good. Yea. 
I atfree with you. The dinner is good. Bat your. En^Iiah 1a bad/'......

AMAH-A name used by foreigners for Chinese nurses "of their children, from the 
Cantonese '"Ah-ma", a diminutive form (prj'grandinothcr.”

.BARF or BARFOO.-One of the first pidgin English words we learn in China, because 
"Barf leady" (''bath ready") is usually the first greeting to meet our ears bn the first 
morning.

BULL.-Some cruel foreigner perpetrated a joke upon the South Chinese years ago. 
when he led them to introdace into their textbooks.pf English the prefix ""baU" to such 
nouns as child, chicken, etc., with the meaning of "male." The result is that even 
today one occasionally hears the expressions *'bull  chilo" for son, "bull chicken" for cock, 
etc., etc. The Chinese have prefixes which added to many nouns signify gender.

CHOW-CHOW.-In pidgin English the expression (or sometimes just "chow") means food 
generally : in particular it means a sweet preserve made in Canton for foreign consumption, 
which once was widely popular among foreigners. The origin of "chow" is in doubt: 
however, there is a rather splendid term for dinner or a feast in the Cantonese language 
which is pronounced "chow." and most pidgin English expressions originated in the early 
days of Canton.

COOLIE.-Pidgln English for a Chinese manual laborer of the lowest class. Its origin 
is from the Hindi, Tamil or Turkish. There is a Chinese expression roughly approximating 
the sound of the pidgin English word, used with the same meaning, although it is 
probable that it arose from the pidgin English words. In North China the words' k'u U 
(bitter labor),苦力 are used by the Chinese designating the common laborer.

CUMSHAW or CUMSHA.-A euphemletic term for a Rift, either of money or property : 
pJd^in English. It is supposed to have arisen from a Fukienese term for "thank you.” 
or fropi the Hindu attempt ^at pronouncing "commission", although a Cantonese 
expression, kum sha, meaning "gold sands," is occasionally used with the meaning of a 
gift by natives who know nothing of pidgin English. The latter use. however, may be of 
later origin than the pidgin English expression.

GODOWN.-In China, a warehouse. From the Malay. -

HONG.-From a Chinese word meaning a row or series, applied to warehouse built 
in rows. ' It ia now used by foreigners and Chinese alike for large business establishments 
In the treaty-ports ,'the hongs" is understood to mean the foreign business houses A 
"hong name*'  is the Chinese name or style of a foreign business house.

" JOSS.-In pidgin English, an Idol, Hence joas-sticks. incense: joss-house, a temple; 
joss-man, a priest： etc. The word is a comiption of the Portuguese Dios. God. "Goodefe, 
joss,' means 'good luck."

LITTEE.-Little. , Littee no plopper" mean "Not exactly correct."
LOWDAH or LAODAH.-A term used by foreigners in Shanghai and on the Yangtze 

for the head boatman of a houseboat or other small vessel. The name means "Old (or 
Venerable) gr'eat'One." .Among the Chinese It is used to indicate the master of a junk.

MASKEE.-The pidgin English word for "never mind" or **it's  of no con sequence.*  • 
Its origin in shrouded in deep mystery : there is no Chinese expression to which it can 
be traced.' It is so widely .used among foreigners that the Chinese are beginning to pick 
it up for use in their own speech, although, extremely difficult for the Chinese tongue to 
master. Many .foreigners think “maskee".,。Chinese word ; most Chinese think it is the 
purest English. The nearest relation of "mtiskee'' is a Cantonese phrase which sounds 
like "'mow sze gon", which means 'nothing "ng on". Whatever the origin, "maskee" 
is an Important contribution to the **I  shouldn't worry" vocabulary of tbe world, 
deserving to rank well up In the general art of irresponsibility and of avoiding trouble 
for oneself.
' SAMPAN.-A small boat propelled by a stern oar. but any boat leas than a junk is 
given the same name. The name is Chinese and means "three boards." being facetiously 
applied for the simplicity of construction of the ordinary sampan.

SAWY.-To understand : a corruption of the Spanish Babe. The Chinese word with 
the same meaning is usually "shlk" or ',shih," so the Chinese who is learning English 
remembers "savvy'' through association of ideas where he could not bo easily remember 
^know" or ',understand."

TYPHOON.-The foreign name for the great storms which on occasion rage over 
the China coast. The first foreigners must have been led to believe by Chinese comment 
on the **tal  funs" ("great wind") that this was the name for the great storms : but the 
Chinefle refer to typhoons as ,,fungkau.,'

References: "Broken China,,—HiU-Weiss.
,•'Things Chinese”一Ball. ；
. ''Chinese Fantastlcs"；~~ teep. *

"Audacious Angles on China"McCormick. 、，.： ,,，，. .... . ： .■ ■ ■ , -.. .....
(Information Collected and Prepared for Service Men) ■. •.-



Pidgin-English

mind, from nnasquc, never mind ; junk from the Portu­
guese sound of chucng, in the dialect of the coast where 
they traded. Of Indian words we have shroff, a money 
dealer, or now a money expert ; tiffin, lunch ; godown, 
warehouse, from kadang ; lac, coolie, chit.

There are many Chinese words in it: for instance, 
chop, from cho, a document—it means a bill, a stamp, 
or a receipt ; chow, for food, is also a Chinese word, and 
kumshaw, a gratuity, means golden sand.

A good rule for visitors to Shanghai and the Treaty 
Ports is to try the natives with ordinary English first ; if 
that fails, speak pidgin-English. The dignity of the 
native is much ruffled if he is addressed in pidgin when 
he understands ordinary English. '

General Rules.—Put the object first and use only 
the nominative case of pronouns, he,.she ; " talkee he '' 
means ''tell him." Use my for me, discard grammar, 
and talk in roots of words and monosyllables.

Useful Sentences
I. General

That will do .
That will not do

That is better . . .
Who is that (it)?
What is that? . .
Tell him .... 
Give me that .. 
I don't want it . ,
There .... 
Here .... 
Please let me know . .
Just' let me look . .
Do you understand ? .
I don't understand . .
Can you tell me what this 

is? . . . ,
Go and see, and come back 

and tell me . ・ ，
That won't do . . ・

Can do.
No can do.

(These have a very wide, 
application,)

That b'Jong more better.
Who man ?
What thing ?
Talkee he.
Pay my.
My no wanchee, ；
That side. ,
This side.
Talkee my.. ...- 
Pay my look see.r , 
Savvy ? •； ?1):,
My no savvy. „

What thing this b'lopg?,

You look see talkee my. 
No b'long ploper (proper).

ii

Pidgin-English

Where is it ?. .
Where is that frorn?..
What o'clock is it?. .'
I don't know . . .
Wait a bit ...
Be quick.. . . .
Come at once . . . •
This is mine ，/.
Stop that . . • " • . •
Never mind . •
That is a bad job . . ® . 
Business (or any kind of 

affair). , . . .
Beligion .,. . .
Is Mr.-------- at home?..
Is Mrs.————at home?. 
He (she) is not at home . 
Can you do this for me?. 
Why not?..,. .
Go upstairs .
Go downstairs . ,.
Tell him to come back . 
Tell him to come in the~ 

morning . . .
Do you mean it? . . 
What do you mean by that ? 
Afterwards (by-and-bye).
I will pay you later . .
I am afraid it is going to 

rain ■ . •. . .

I don't want to do this
I want it like that •. .
This is very good . .
How are you ? : . . |
Good-bye. ・：，,. .I
Tell the cook to prepare i 

dinner for three to-day. j
If you cannot do it, I must 

get some one else . .
Bother; to find fault with 
If you don^ do this, you i 

will get into trouble . 1

What side?
What side catchee?
What time?
My no savvy.
Man man.
Auso.
Come chop chop.
This b'long my. . . - 
No can do. , 
Marskee. .
That b'long bad pidgin..：

Pidgin.
Joss pidgin.
Mas'r have got?
Mississy have got?
No have got.
Can do?
What for no can ?
Go topside.
Go bottomside.
Talkee he come thia side.

Talkee come morning time- 
Talkee true?
What fashion?
Bime bye. •
Bime bye rnakee pay.

My too muchee fear makee1 
rain.

Too much trouble pidgin. 
Wanchee all same that 
This b'long number one. 
Chin-chin (a greeting gene- 

rally),
Talkee cook three piece 

man dinner.
S*pose  you no can do, must 

catche *nother  man.
Bobbery.
S'pose no do, my makee 

largee bobbery.
iii



Pidgin・English

II.

Get me a rickshaw .

:Stop . '
Put the rickshaw down 
Go to the Bund .

Nanking Road . .'
Kiukiang Road/ .
Hankow Road . .
Foochow Road. .
French Settlement . 
Broadway . .
Go quicker .
Be careful ■' , ,

III. At

Get me some hot water .
I want a bath . . .
Is there a barber in the 

hotel? ....
I want some tea at once . 
A tip . ...
Show me my room . 
Get me a washerman

Call me at 7 o'clock,

Will you be sure to do it? 
Get me a carriage with one 

pony............................
Get me a motor-car . 
I want a four seater .

IV.
How much is that?..
Which is better, this or that? 
Inl give you two dollars for it 
Ts tliat die genuine price? 
1 don't want that. . 
This is what I want . 
That is too dear . .

Jinrickshaws

Catchee my one 
ehaw.

Man-man.
Faung au lay.
Bund (if that 

Whangpoo).
Maloo; Doo-maloo.
Nee-maloo. 、

San-maloo. .、 

Sz-maloo.
Feranghi; Fa-lan-zi..
Hongkew. ，•
Auso ti. , ；
Dong sing： ■ ： •-.

an Hotel

Pay my hot water；, 
My wanchee bath. .

Barber have got? , 
Catchee tea chop-chop. 
Kumshaw.
What side my room?
Catchee my one piece wash­

man.
Morning time . talkee my 7 

o'clock.
Can secure?
Catchee carriage - one piece 

pony,
Catchee my motor-car^ 
Catchee four-man motor,car.

Shopping

How muchee? 、

What piecee more good ? 
My can pay twq ,dollars. 
That price b'long true ? 
My no wanchee.
So fashion my wanchee. 
Too muchee dear.

piece rick-

fails

iv

Money

Show me another kind . . -Pay my look see Mother 
fashion.

I will take two of them . . Pay my two piecee.
Will it be cheaper to take) S^oae catchee two pieceer 

two ? . . . . . . . J can more cheap ?
What is this used for? . . What this b^ong?
I don't like that . . • •. ' . No likee.
Is this the best quality? . This b'long more better? 
Is that the lowest price? ' No can cuttee?
I can*t  take any lower price ? True b'long bottpmsider 

、 last time talkee.
Ib the bargain settled? . . Can puttee book?

、 V. At a Photographers

I want these twelve plates) Twelve piecee wanchee1 
developing..................J ; wallop.

How much a plate? , . . One piecee how much?
Can you send this to my

hotel?...............................Hotel side can sendee?

MONEY
Travellers will find two kinds of money used in 

Shanghai and the treaty ports—taels and cash, dollars 
and cents; the former Chinese, the latter introduced by 
foreigners and now freely used by the Chinese in the 
'ports. .

The tael is the commercial currency of.the port; it 
is used in large transactions, in the piece-goods trade, in 
auctions, loans, buying and selling land, etc. The tael is 
nof a coin, but-a weight of silver, in the form of a shoe. 
It is seldom seen: where one does see it, it is in paper. 
Once worth 6/8 it has fallen as low as 2/2, and now (August 
1919) is worth about 5/10. The tael is divided into 10 mace 
and 1 mace equals 10 candareens or ‘‘ tael cents.'' The 
traveller will however not have much to do with taels nor 
with cash,(copper coins with a square hole ,in the centre 
which have preserved their shape well over a thousand 
:years). In June 1919 there were 1835 cash to the tael.
(In 1904 there were 1100: the cash has depreciated - 
•wing to corrupt practices).

A string of cash is handy in houseboat excursions 
for buying native produce.

v



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weaiy chauffeur asks, "Where to?”
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?**

Youfd wander down Fifth Avenue
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats to spend your cash on ― 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion/'

When we go home, I wonder whether
、We'll lose our pidgin altogether.
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find I'm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet- 
ted> can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled "Pidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses. (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, ■
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
Byrmby lain come — velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
t0 refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come from Pidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai, 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s.

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. ”My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes I OU, e.g. ”bar 
chit”

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? 壮险 

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion
Largee, largey, largo, much, great,
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-i'i^La^
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, our,
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot,讪卬£槌M
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, very good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, tran^af
Plenty, much, veiy, very much
Plop% proper, good, right, con■履
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign
Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top 
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side gq'ow" blong 
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?” Mas"8! W side 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were fall Eg 扇5
As through an Alpine village 司
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and qq.
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

"Try not the Pass!” the old mg%"： 
Dark lowers the tempest oaverhe^d 
The roaring torrent is deep 皱0 就己■ 
And loud that clarion voice 1 叩

14 Excelsior I



A Yellow taxi comes in view.
The weary chauffeur asks, "Where to?"
What would result if you replied,
"Make walkee chop-chop Broadway side?”

You'd wander down Fifth Avenue 
To look at frocks as women do
Or try on hats to spend your cash on -- 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion."

When we go home, I wonder whether 
We'll lose our pidgin altogether. 
I'd like to keep a little bit.
I find I'm rather fond of it."

Now that your appetite for Pidgin has been whet­
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri­
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitled "Pidgin-English Sing-Song/1 by 
Charles G. Leland, published in London in 1892. 
Here are two verses, (A hint: "galow" is a mean­
ingless word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice,
He cally flag with chop so nice, 

Top-side galow!

Olo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come — velly dark, 
Hab got water, velly wide." 
Maskee. my must go top-side.

Top-side galow!

You can find the poem in its original English at the 
end of this article. First, however, you might want 
to refresh your memory with some of the more 
common terms. They come from Pidgin English 
Sing-Song, with a few from All About Shanghai、 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s. 」

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. ”My look-see 

one piecee man catchee chow- 
chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e.g.”bar 
chit”

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat
Cumshaw, gratuity, sometimes a present
Dlinkee, to drink
Finishee, completed, done, finished
Girley, girl
Godown, warehouse

Hab, have
Hab got, is, there is, has
How fashion? what for? why? wh，‘ 扣「.

meaning?
Inkeli, English
Joss-house, temple, church
Joss-house man, clergyman
Joss-pidgin, religion
Largee, largey, largo, much, great,
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-muo?. '
My, my> me, I, sometimes we, our, our：,
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, impc/" ：!.：?
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, very good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, trans f r
Plenty, much, very, very much
Plopa, proper, good, right, corrcc ,>
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-water, perfurme, cologne
Solly, sony
Taipan, boss, important foreign 1) .：…m
Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
TifBn, lunch
Tinkee, think
Too muchee, veiy, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top 
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want.
What for?, why?
What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

What for you no savvy "Top-side Llong
Henly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas? ”de
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

The shades of night were fallii-.
As through an Alpine village p
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow ；_ . .
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!

"Try not the Pass!" the old mp !：
Dark lowers the tempest oavc；
The roaring torrent is deep a-- :
And loud that clarion voice r
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Pidgin.English

That is better .. ，
Who is that (it)?
What is that? . •
Tell him . ・ ・ ，
Give me thab ・；• ・ •・ 
I don't want it ・ ，
There . .、.；'，
Here , ・ - •
Please let'me know., •
Just* let me look . ..， 
Do you understand ? •
I don't understand .. 
Can you tell 中e what this

IB ? -• • » f

xnind, from masque, never mind ; junk from the Portu­
guese sound of chueng, in the dialect of the coast where 
they traded. Of Indian words we have shroff, a money 
dealer, or now a money expert「tiffin, lunch ; godown, 
warehouse, from kadang ; lac, coolie, chit. •；-

There are many Chinese words in it: tor instance, 
chop, from cho, a document_it means a bill, ft stamp,,. 
or a receipt ; chow, for food, is also a Chinese word, and ■_ 
kumshaw, a gratuity, means golden sand.-、事. 广.*

A good rule for visitors to Shanghai and thQ. Treaty.f 
Ports is to try the natives with ordinary English first ； if : 
that fails, speak pidgin.English. The dignity . of the 
native is much ruffled if he is addressed in pidgin^ when - 
he understands ordinary English. :.

General' Rules.—Put the object first»and use only 
the nominative case of pronouns, he,. she>j;.：ft talkee he 
means ‘‘ tell Use my for me, discard grammar,
and talk in roots of words and monosyllables, 7 ；，

Useful Sentepegs、"；《嵬第

，，；•. . *上 ，i.

That will do ・：. 
That will not do ',

General • •• ••*  叫£弟*  •：

.>Can do, •：> *. 帝卷如保‘、：：.
,，No can do.：；,也泻* *矛

(These have a v^ry \yidb }. 
application,) ?：；「:、 j -：

That biong mQrp;b'0tter. .； './ - 
Who man ? .
What thing? ,
Talkee he. •，海折 W 
Pay my. ■:「藏湿谴;泉，忑•. . . 

:My no ^ancheeT* 赫讨.
That side..亨枷危泌. 
This side. F畀沁.必
Talkee my...:瑚步&于剧，[ 
器朋1QOk 8职莎翩捽广 
bayvy . 洒邸“如.、
My no Bavvy.,.；,俸勰藏落*"  

t*  J X t Ji * '
What thing thi?.b.7.opg?;；i：fr, ,.

Go and see, and come back，:，. •- :奇「、•，•〔>”'，" ：； • 
and tell me . . . f You look see talkie my, z 、

That won't do .・.『・ No b^ong ploper (prop闯•厂

Pidgin.English

7

en­

larges bobbery.

.■ ''Talkee come morning time.

.■- Talkee true?

■； -

Chin-chin (a greeting gene­
rally),.

Talkee cook three piece
' man dinner. v
S/pdse you no can do, must 

catche Fnother man.

What side catchee ?
. What time?.:
:My no savvy. '-
:-A,, Man man, , . ,r ...，-；

。Auso. • ； 4 ■
. .... Come chop chop. ,、
,".,This b'long my. :

No can do. ；质；、}•.• 
: Marskee. '

• That b^ong bad-pidgin. . .：» •

Where is it ?：f"的泠"What side?
.Where is that froip?

:V p"What o'clock is it? 7 t.•；
I don't know .

: Wait a bit. ,・；、.
. Be quick.'/ '.if：.. »•

Come at once .*  
This is mine ,3京玄 
Stop that 盘.：：

{ - Never mind 上!土 "
:That is a bad job〜

Business (or any' kind of 
affair) •…、.二"顼“与dgin ,

Religion ・：,.；；："•.•*"  Joss pidgin. 
Is Mr,———at home?令. Mas'r have got? 
Is Mrs.-r—^at-home?*  ■ Misaissy have got? ■

' He (she) is not at homek. -. No have got..
» Can you do this for me? . Can do? ,

y .• ' Why not?':\ " What for no can?'
Go upstairs < ' * Go topside. ；'
Gq downstairs.,・'Go bottomside.

或" Tell him to come back .: Talkee he come this side.
, Tell him to come in thU 

morning「。 ，\ / 'Talkee come morning time.
Do you mean'it?芸- .'Talkee true ?
What do you mean by that? What fashion?

•• Afterwards (by-and-bye) , . Bime bye.
I will pay you later . . • . Bime bye makee pay.
I am afraid it is going to

- rain , My too muchee fear makee1
■;' ' ' ■ rain.'
'.V •.；； I don * t want, to .do' this *•' : Too much trouble pidgin.

I w&nt it like that <,-:打% Wanchee all same that
；• This is very good 普矿.'浮This b'long number one. 
翱家冲拦盘，:.................

Tell the cook- to-.prepare 
f dinner for three'tQ-day ,
肘燃%" If you cannot do it, I.must 

get some one else :. -------- -------------
F苗项？- Bother; to find fault with Bobbery.

‘If you doift dcr this, you ] S'pose no do, * my make© 
..will get into trouble . ) largee bobbery.

、泠g
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Pidgin-English 牛"注 心

mind, from masque, never mind ; junk from the Portu­
guese sound of chueng, in the dialect of the coast where 
they traded. Of Indian words we have shroff, a money 
dealer, or now a money expert ; tiffin, lunch ; . godown, 
warehouse, from kadang ; lac, coolie, chit. .

There are many Chinese words in it: for instance, 
chop, from chot a document—it means a bill, a stamp, 
or a receipt ; chow, for food, is also a Chinese word, and 
kumshaw, a gratuity, means golden sand.

A good rule for visitors to Shanghai and the Treaty 
Ports is to try the natives with ordinary English first ； if 
that fails, speak pidgin-English. The dignity of the 
native is much ruffled if he is addressed in pidgin when , 
he understands ordinary English.
\ General Rules.—Put the object first 'and use only 
the nominative case of pronouns, he, she ; " talkee he 
means ‘‘tell'him." Use my for me, Q生gg：丑> 

and talk in roots of words and monosyllables.

Useful Sentences ,
I. General

That will do .
That will not do

That is better . , ..
Who is that (it)?
What is that? . . .
Tell him . . .
Give me that . e ,
I don't want it ,
There . . . •
Here .
Please let'me know . .
Just'let me look . ,
Do you understand ? .
I don*t understand . .
Can you tell 中e what this 

is ? . . .：,
Go and see, and come back 

and tell me . ・ ,
That won't do . , ・

.Can do. .-
No can do. . ，.、• .

(These have a very wide 
application,) , . \ 

That b'long morp better. 
Who man ?
Whst thing ?—： 
Talkee he........
Pay my. . ' .

• My no wanchee. ...
That 8ide. "
This side. ，.:..,
Talkee my. ..
Pay my looksee；... .. .
Savvy?
My no savvy..；泌.：：；..

What thing this .b 'lopg ? •：

You look see taltee my, 
No b'long ploper (proper).'、

Pidgin-English

Where is it ? . . <
Where is that from ?.. 
What o'clock is it?. '
I don't know . 
Wait a bit . 
Be quick . •
Come at once . 
This is mine . 
Stop that . 
Never mind . 
That is a bad job 
Business (or any 

affair). .
Religion ... 
Is Mr.--------- at home?.
Is Mrs.--------- at home?
He (she) is not at home - 
Can you do this for me ? 
Why not? . •
Go upstairs .
Gq downstairs . . ,
Tell him to come back

What side?
What side catches?
What time?
My no savvy.
Man man'.
Auso.
Come chop chop.
This b'long my. •:
No can do. ； '
Marskee.
That b*long  bad pidgin.,

Pidgin. •
Joss pidgin.
Mas'r have got?
Mississy have got?
No have got.
Can do ?
What for no can?
Go topside.
Go bottomside.
Talkee he come this side.

kind of •

Tell him to come in the' 
morning . •

Do you mean it?”. .
What do you mean by that? 
Afterwards (by-and-bye). 
I will pay you later .
I am afraid it is going t 

rain . •. .

I don't want to do this
I want it like that •.；
This is very good 
How are you? . 
Good-bye.； .
Tell the cook to' prepar 

dinner for three to-day
If you cannot do it, I mus 

get some one else .
Bother; to find fault with 
If you don*t  do this, you 
. will get into trouble .

Talkee come morning time. 
Talkee true?
What fashion?
Bime bye. ,
Bime bye makee pay/

My too muchee fear makee- 
rain.

Too much trouble pidgin. 
Wanchee all same that 
This b'long number one.

I Chin-chin (a greeting gene-
I rally}.
I Talkee cook three piece 1 
/ man dinner.
I S'pose you no can do, must 
( catche Mother man.

Bobbery.
)S'pose no do, ' my makee 
f largee bobbery.



Pidgin. English

II.
Get me a rickshaw .

•Stop. . . .
Put the rickshaw down 
Go to the Bund .

Nanking Road .
Kiukiang Road.' .
Hankow Road . .
Foochow Road. .
French Settlement .
Broadway . .
Go quicker . .
Be careful .- .

III.

Jinrickshaws

. Catchee my one piece rick­
shaw.

.Man-man. e

. Faung au lay. 、气

.Bund (if that fails, try 
Whangpoo).

.Maloo; Doo-maloo.
,Nee-maloo.
. San-maloo. ,.
.Sz-malpo.
.Feranghi ;■ Fa-lan-zi.,

Hongkew. ,・、*；.'

.Auso ti. ., * ■/ 

.Dong sing.
,■ •

Vt an Hotel

Get me some hot water .
I want a bath . , ..
Is there a barber in the 

hotel?. . .
I want some tea at once .
A tip . . ..
Show me my room . .
Get me a washerman .

Call me at 7 o'clock. .

Will you be sure to do it? 
Get me a carriage with one 

pony............................
Get me a motor-car ..
I want a four seater . .

Pay my hot water. 
My wanchee bath.

Barber have got?
Catchee tea chop-chop.
Kumshaw.
What side my room?, 
Catchee my one piece wash­

man. A
, Morning time . talkee my 7 

o'clock.
Can secure?

I Catchee carriage one piece
J pony,

Catchee my motor-car.' 
Catchee four-man motor.-car.

IV. Shopping

How much is that?.. 
Which is better, this or that? 
I*U  give you two dollars for it 
Is tliat the genuine price?. 
J don't want that.... 
*i'his is what I want . . . 
That is too dear .

Howmuchee?
"What piecee more good? 
.My can pay two .dollars. 
That price b'long true? 
My no wanchee. 
So fashion my wanchee. 
Too muchee dear.

iv

Money

Show me another kind . .

I will take two of them .. 
Will it be cheaper to take 

two? . . . . . . • 
What is this used for?.. 
I don't like that . .-. . 
Is this the best .quality ? .
Is that the lowest price?
I can't take any lower price ?

Is the bargain settled ?..

•Pay my look see Mother 
fashion.

Pay my two piecee.
S'pose catchee two pieceer 

can more cheap ?
What this b'long?
No likee.
This b'long more better?
No can cuttee?
True b'long bottomsider 

last time talkee.
Can puttee book?

V. At a Photographers

I want these twelve plates) Twelve piecee wanchee- 
developing . . . . , J wallop.

How much a plate? . . . One piecee how much?
Can you send this to my 

hotel?......................  . Hotel side can sendee?

MONEY
Travellers will find two kinds of money used in 

Shanghai and the treaty ports—taels and cash, dollars 
and cents; the former Chinese, the latter introduced by 
foreigners and now freely used by the Chinese in the 
ports. ■'. ；

The tael is the commercial currency of. the port; it 
is used in large transactions, in the piece-goods trade, in 
auctions, loans, buying and selling land, etc. The tael is 
not a coin, but-a weight of silver, in the form of a shoe. 
It is seldom seen: where one does see it, it is in paper. 
Once worth 6/8 it has fallen as low as 2/2, and now (August 
1919) is worth about 5/10. The tael is divided into 10 mace 
and 1 mace equals 10 candareens or ** tael cents. " The 
traveller will however hot have much to do with taels nor 
with cash- (copper coins with a square hole(in the centre 
which have preserved their shape well over a thousand 
years). In June 1919 there were 1835 cash to the tael. 
(In 1904 there were 1100: the cash has depreciated 
owing to corrupt practices).

A string of cash is handy in houseboat excursions 
for buying native produce.

v



，逆k搭*二做 tpiDGlN ENGLISH. "竺s %**•  ' •：. •「•

： TWhii. ii—pl&tL ,诚Ush-r We - learn ； that 也 China .we must-extend crar 
vocabnlary by haodrels of hew words. English or otherwlae, which wo rarely .find Ifl 
om elsewhere. Whea the pioneer foreUoers established thcmaelvefl in the 17th centory 
&t Cao con, then the only city Id China opea to forelftQ iuteroonxse, they found the ctnay

• of the Chtneie irksome end tedious and uosalted for the <x)nduct of new • and
foreUn batfnest aflairs; and for these reasons they must have been delUhtca Co dip沔ver 
that .the Chinee were only too eagax to learn English of a oorL Ont of theae condluana 
arose the Jargon which we have come to know as pidgin En^Uen. and .thu, very 
expression, whea underatood, gives one an excelleat example 01 tho structure oi tne 
quaint epeech. ••pidgin” was the Chinese atcetnpt at the pronuncUtion of ,buetawa. 
and »o the term means "basin。” EaglUh*'  la other words, knowledge of 耳glph 
sufficient for tbe conduct of business. W hea the Chinese flrat attempted the pronuDClauon 
of foreign langnafes they used syllables from their own tongae which approximate the 
sound of tho foreign word*.  Thus, the Chinese words pit and chan, mcanlnfi reapectively 
"mu”” aad ,'truly,**  may have been the syllables in, th。minds of the jdcq who 
conceived this pronunciation for •business." Of coarse * pit chjm" or pidgin**  do janger 
meant “must tnily.**  bat phonetically conveyed the eound aad the tneaniog of business 
as nearly as the Chinese tongue permitted*  It may be .summed up as a VOCTbulary 
corrapted EajUsh words ixi meaning and number closely approximating the average 
sp>kem vocabulary of ■ a Chinese, plus a eprinklinfi of pure Chinese fl.nd Quite b 
corrupted expressions from tbe Malay, Hladascani Por^ugueso and other ian^aa^es,巴I 
these being formed •by Chines。syllables used solely for their phonetic value: the 
vocabulary thus auataed btdn£ Btraa^ together afeer the fashion of Chinese fiction.

,There la still a bit to be eald of pidgin English. For Instance, it la pot plwayo 
that Engthb Bounds can bo rendered perfectly by Chinese syllables, for the tStinese 
(except chose la the far North have no sound "r". and Jack many of our final fionnda. 
So ,,nin" must bwotne “km,” and "old” (because the Chinese haye no final oonnd of T' 
or "Id") becomes "olo." Nor can it be eatd that Chinese diction followed implicitly: 
for foreUners have had macti to do with the structure of pidgin EnfllUh and. in some 
cases have insisted on forais utterly fore恨。to the Chfoese-for example, the use of 'no 
cau do" where the Chinese say "no do can." Furthermore, pidgin English fs Bpmetimes 
aatalted to even the Chinese toague-as in the case, of "bobbery" for bother.'*  
,'Bobbery* * was probably torn from some every foreign vocabulary when it was Imposed 
on the Chinese, who have to pronoance it ba-ba-bee.**  . AUo. the Chinese have in 
common use terms which are untranslatable, aad corrupted Eogliah words avo used in 
their place when their um U considered esseatlal-eaeh as, 'blonq" or Tjowag" for the 
Chinese verb to.be, and .the abotnlnable , plecee" or "piece" in. the placepf the dozeno o( 
particles which from the part ot Chinese speech known to Sinologues as clarifier。'' and 
for which there Is no exact equivalent in Western speech. "Claglflors'' ore perflxes to 
nouns, each class of aoucu having o separate prefix. They are bo numerous and varied 
that pidglo Eoglish puce them all aside by the use of , plecee0 for any or oil; and the 
result U cho famUiar “one pleoce man/' «1k plecoe dish,” etc.

, "Fwtanately for aU concerned*  thio dialect of EoXlUh, which has had an exUlence 
of more than half a century, now seemt doomed. The extended acquleitton of some 
knowledge of EoiHeh on the part o( the Chlnefle, Is euperaedlad its use. One very 
eurioai -feature rei&rdlnl the use of plddla-EaiHsh, h to find Chtnes(r from different 
part® of the empire, who. on aoconnt of the difference in tbe dialects epoken by them, 
are uaable to oonverae together, ooeasionally forced to uee It. A burlesque phra#e from 
a minstrel show in a treaty port, "My no savvy he what-tb典 talkee: he -hoaae blou^ 
street other ^ide,*'  comes to mind as an oxa liberation of the language dlfflcnltlea In 
China It is. of cour#e, not at all Like Chinese, and eo anlik« English, that ncMr-comern 
require to learn It. .Tho difference between It and proper ^n/Uah was once nnooadously 
and wittily expressed by a Cantonese shop-keeper, who, finding himself at a low to 
understand the correct English spoken by a new arrival, turned to his friend, an 
American, and said ; MMoh bettah you fien talks Etullishee talk my no #abboe MeUcan 
talk." A very tew of the words employed in pldtfln-CagHBh are Chlhcse do distorted m 
to.be almost past reeogqltlon. while PortrUoese, Malay, and Indian have also added n 
few word*  to the vocabulary；

**Tbe cook asked tho vbltors what was desired for dinner. Duck Is a coninjan 
Chine*e  dish. It «oet&ed that At this time, while ordinary .duck was available, it waa 
the particular teaeon for wild deck. So the cook sal(L my tinkoe more better bab 
flyaway dock today. Can catehee waikee-walkee duck any time?*  A coolie, who was 
thrown off a horM. on arlsku from the gronnd, Mid oxnllis^; "My wanchee tio topside 
he: ho wanchee to topside my.**

MA Eutojwld woman, who had arrived in Peking prond of her kcowledfie of Pidgln- 
Enllbb. was seated at a banquet next to a cultared Ohlncee official On her way eh« 
baa had difficalty in obtaining a rickshaw, had bad to walk a dlotaoce, and was late, but 
she found tbe dinner good. Belicrlng thete deulb mUht Interest her dtonor-partner, r. 
she said. "My no cao c^tcbee rickshaw. Lookce upside, lookee do叩isldg Muchoo
wa!kee-v«lkee. Come plenty Ute, But oUo*̂me  hab got nainba pne.cbowchow. The 
Chineee offlcUl looked at her increduloxulf, *'Hab  <ot numba one chowchow., r«P«at©d 
tho woman, coofidcnt of her Pidgla-Eoglbh. . * wwlam.0 «tld 恣。Chtne*̂  if I 、 
aodersund your jargon correctly, yon are trying to tell me that tbe dianer U fiooa, Yet, 
I a<roe with yoa. Tho dhrnerfood.. £at your EotUihIs btuLZ: 1.. ； ■ < '

富

AMAH-A nag used^y ^forelfiaeTd^fot Chines® «nroed of thoLr cbiidren, from the 
■,Cantonese "Ah>ma'\ A dhfilnuilva form0JfiranGmOtber.", ，

. ' ，

• JBARF or BARFOO.-One of the first pidgin English words we learn in China, because 
"Barf Jeady,* l*l)ath Teady") is usually tbe first greeting to meet our ears bn the,first 
nwrainfi. ' * - ''• • V. -■ ■ ? •. - ••- - • ■ • . .
i、 BULL--Somb cruel foreigner perpetrated a Joko upon the South Ohintrn 
when he lod them to Introduce into their textbooks of English the prefix °bL_ 
isouna qb chDd, chicken, «tc.. with the TOeanlDg of 7male.*'  - Tho resolt is that even 
today one occaafonally hears the expresaioDB ,'bull di!IoM for bug. •'bull chicken" for cock, 
etc., etc. The Chinese have prefixes whfcb added to many nouns sUalfy gender.

CHOW-CHOW.-In pidgin English the expression (or sometimes Just ,,chow,*)  means food 
generally ; in particular it xoeans a eweet preserve made in Canton for foreign consumption, 
which once was widely popular among foreigners, Tbe origin of "chow" lo In doubt: 
however, there is & rather eolendid term for dinner or a. feast In the Cantonese-langaage 
which la pronounced "chow.'' and most pldgba English expressions originated in the early 
flays of Capton. •.■■；__■

， COOLIE.-Pidgin English lor a Chinese manual laborer gf the lowest class. Its orUUi 
w from the Hindi, Tamil or Turkish. There is a Chinese expression roughly apprvxfm&nog 
the sound of .tho pld^In Xiigllsh word. -UBed with the same meaning, although It la 
probable that it arose from the pidgin EagHeh words. In North China the words' k*a  li 
(bitter labor)■苕力 are used by the ChIneae desUnatlng the common laborer. •'

CUM SHAW or CUMSHA.-A euphomfotlc term for a RlfL either of money dr proporty: 
pidgin Enjlush. It IB supposed to have prken frojn a Fukteocae term for "thank you/' 
or from . the Hindu attempt t at pronouncing ••commlBslon*',  although o Cantonese 
expi^seion. kum aha, meanJng gold oanda.*'  is occasionaHy used with the meaning of a 
kte^orMn^an th° """ English. Tho latter use, however, may be of
•°ter" ：.吁 ，e「，11 m^vpreselop.

GODOWN.-In Chlna« a Varehouae. From the Malay. *•  ' •
， . *•.  ■ i. •.-

• HONG;-From a Chinese, word xneanlag a row or series. applied<ta warehouse ballt 
In towb. ,ltda now xtsed by foreigners and Chinese alike for larfto business establishtnenu 
|n the treaty^ports "the hongs,  ：ia understood to mean the foreign onsinesa houses A*

• honfi name" is the Chinese name or style of a foreign business house. 1 .
• ''■!•- , , « : . . - .■- .•- J .

, JOSS.-In jpidgin English, on Idol. Hence jogs-eticks, Inceneo: josB-house. a templef 
辑t>^na^£ 般“.Tho'word Ib & comiptl6n of the Portuguese Dloa. God, °Goodetf

t , LITTEE.«Llttle. * Uttee no plopjxjr" mean "Not exactly correct.**

LOWDAH or LAODAH.-A term used by forelftnera in Shanghai and on the 
for the head boatman of a houseboat or other small vessel. The name meant) , 
Venerable), great One?*  Amonfl the Chinese It is used to indicate the master of a

• • MASKEE.-The pldflln Er^lleh -Word for "never mind" or "It'百 of no conaequence." 
Its origin in ahroudea In deep mystery : there is do Chinese expression to whica ft <y»n 
be traced/. It te fio widely .used amo哗 foreiilaerfl chat the Chinese are beftkmlni to pick 
U .up for.use In their own epeech, although, extremely difficult for the Chinese tonAue to 
nuiater. - Many JforeifincrB think T'maskoe'' a Chinese word : most Chinese think It lb the 
purp  丑nfillah. Thejaearrist relation of "maskee” is a.Contuneae pbrase which soon da 
like "aiow sze gon',  which meano •'nothing Aoing on". ' Whatever the orUln, fmaBkee0 
is an Important Contribution to the I  shouldn't worry'  vocabularyof. the eWorld, 
deaervlng to rank veil up In the. general art of kresponBlblllty and of avoiding triable 
for oneself,

*
*

** *

• SAMPAN.-A small boat propelled by a stem oar. but any boat less than a Junk-Is 
given the, same name. The name is Chinese and means direB  boards/  being facetiously 
applied for the Blmpliclty of conBtrhctlon of the ordinary sampan.

** *

SAWY.rTo nnderstand : a corruption of the Spardsh Babe. The Chinese word with 
the eamB meaning la usually , ehik,' or "hlh,” bo ihe'Chinese who is learning English 
remembers * aavvy**  throngb association of Ideas where heconld not bo eadUy reraember 
kow" or Amderetand,0
r TYPHOON.-The foreign name for tho great Btorms which on occaelon rage ..over 
the China coaot. The first foreigners mast have been led to beHeve by Chinese comment" 
on the "tat ftmfi" (* 'great wind0) that this was the name for the great Btorma: bat the*  
Cbmeae refer to typhoons as * funfi kau." - - • . n .. ： ..

--- ------- — ----- --- 一 •••.•.「*；•；

References： "Broken China”一HHlMelaa. ,
Chtaese^-^aU. • - -:匕.如

1 •《：：：.""* •部、二知也血 Fanta8tlc8，—■Steep. '
；? “ ，: . T A "AudadooB Anglos On Chlna”«~4tcCormink： ：s« 乃

or



Pidgin. English

.• My no wanohee/.ii •:； ： :
, So fashion my wanchee.'溥'
, Too muchee dear.-. 「

w"•做海，:郭踱

,•• Man-man, 翘
,•' Faung au lay, ;.,&W
;； Bund (if that.7；faU,.,.…

Whangpoo)..球那利:；.博
< e ■, Maloo; Doo-maloo/jtai^K7, 泾.

•勺:II.. JlHRIOKSHAWS

,Get; me a riokehaw . : , Catohee my one
J • >?',.： „ ■*  •" cLcvw, / *

Stop 二，.双辟「：

Put the rickshaw down
Go to the Bund \ r

Nanking Road.崎冲
Kiukiang Rogui.；《W，.-Nee-maloo.
Hankow Road ・， ：‘"；£ ・‘〔：San-maloo.
Foochow Road :蛾傩《矿 Sz-malpo. , r, n r
French Settlement , ：「■ . Feranghi Fa-Jan^fj 
'Broadway.Hongkew. : 、‘,勇繇
Go quicker ：上福”％"：". Auso ti. .,共赫
Be care/ul :菸;电］〃：>•.，. ’. Dong Bing：瑚 *应

.t jll・' At an Hotel ,:筮?

Get me Borne liptijvatei, 、； Pay my hot waier^
I want a b^th-・' ・ :wanchee bat蜷
Ib there a barker ip the / , ’"江穗

hotel ?・；「•."；・ ,* Barber-haye got 2^
I want some tea at onoe ・’Catchee tea .chi 

. ■?、「，• Kumahaw. '•

'Get me'a waeh^an :写C巫词而境

Call me at.T.o^lock, :; _ 、，、
； o-clock. 芥盘忑'.' ".'W

Will you be Bure to do it? -Can secure?切必酒娜;
Get me a carriage with one| Catchee carriage)one piece ，⑶在£ 

pony,・ ・ ・.、
Get me a motor-car ,
I want a four seater ..，

thS xne xny r矗％ ..源嬲甑蚩露I"""：鬻

'• "A/ "'* 獭 

Morning time: talkee -my 7 . . <•沌
- o'clock. '--VW

:：rcSUy：motfe&^
•.. Catohee'four-manmbtprrcar,*.

・ IV. Shaping 篡逐'•• .O，•* 附栋虑1" .、.-

How znuoh ie that? . . . How muchee?:拼*策 《；：*'•  
'Which is better, this or that? What piece© more good ? 
I'!l |(ive you two dollars for it My can pay twq 'dolUrs. 
Is that the genuine price? , . That price belong true?
1 don't want that.. 、'

This is what I want ・ 
That is ioo dear .•

Money

玲弱PbR iny look see Mother 
iMSKyr^y,*/ ' 二¥：".““；；•、?；,：一 祁呷fashion, .,・.(

暗;I wilptakeIwg ofth。珈才畔W任ay my two piecee.
it -.be; cheaper,.-V/8 ^ose catchee two pieceer

： two" ： w .，.，；耸峰省 jj ,? 1 can more cheap 2
What this used for ? • --What this b'long?

龄阙I dont like that 二•知洗脚雨No likee, . 
腺躁板Is this the beat qualify?衿*  This b'］ong paore better?

theilowest price No can cuttee ?
渗WI can't take any lower price ? IjTrue. ' b Hopg bottpmBider

the.bargain sealedputtee book?:- 
嬲投焚葺n"：电碇灯员唤跆皿购’寸*芸: '‘, 

嶙醐针：赢at' theg twqlye pW。"' Twelve，pjacee, wanohed 
其携愁l"developing ” :七,：:、.• ' J*  zwallop. ，:' •,/ '

much a plate?',匕'Em One piece© how much? 
蹬敏茶,Can you send thia to my'"'、 " ： ：• •
留检* "hotel?. ,. . •• . side can sendee?

黝落粉Shanghai and the treaty. ports-rrtaels and cash, dollars 
cents; the former .Chinese, th© latter introduced by 

霸*离  foreigner and now freely use^ by the Chinese in the
ports. . . : X ,「"* ；： . < . ' ,

黔 七； The tael is thQ commercial currency of.the port; it 
您却*  is used in large transactions, in the piece-goods trade, in 
,；3 auctions, loans, buying and selling land, etc. The tael is 

彪签：.not a coin, but-a weight of silver, in the form of a shoe. 
&［： •；： It is seldom seen: where.one dope see it, it is in paper. 
快:户 Onoe worth 6/8 it has tallen as low as 2/2, and now (August 
甘燃；：V 1919) is worth about 5/10. The tael is divided into 10 mac© 
留S and 1 mace equals 10 c^ndareens or u tael cents.'' The

了 traveller will however not have much to do with taels nor
彦:,/. with cash ^(copper coins with a square hole tin the centre 
&.、： ，- which have preserved their shape well over a thousand 
卧i•" : years). In June 1919 there were 1835 cash to the tael.

. * (In 1904 there were 1100; the cash has depreciated * 
*•«：' ：, .wing to corrupt practices).

A string .of cash is handy in houseboat excursions 
夕for buying native produce, ,
p-' ' - - , V . ■ .

部"嘴邮y留 

.tT.'TTTt1l'»4»n1j»Q' Acc'cA 4,y»j3>»v» tr
be; cbeape^- vy_*  v»4«? r-；1 

麟汜,网?'、i" • '• ’ “ 
. AX/K A ia 4"1



Pidgin-English g

mind, from viasquc, never mind ,; junk from thfi^Portu-.； 
gue&e sound of chueng, in the dialect of the ooa8^rwhere 
they traded. Of Indian words we have shroff, b n)oney ,；. 
dealer, or now a monpy expert ;■ tifiin, 1 unch ;godqwn； 
warehouse, from kadang ; lac, coolie, chit. ：'[；/ [

There are many Chinese words in it: for^jpgtancet 
chop, from chot a document—it means a bill,'a stamp, 
or a receipt ; chow, for food, is also a Chinese)yord, and" 
kumshaw, a gnxtujty,.means golden sand. ，梧忒'-

A good rule for visitors to Shanghai anji 比乩口eMy] 
Ports is to try the natives with ordinary English first ; if * 
that fails, speak pidgin-Englieh. The dignity pf the 
native is znuot ruffled if he is addressed ip .pidgip • wh叫;] 
he understands ordinary English. H

" \ 1 GeneraV Hulee.一Put the object first *an<i -ub^ only.J , 
the nominative case of pronouns, he, she JA;tal^p6, he *!<,•  

k means M tell 'him.11 Use my for me, qjsgrd 云' 
and talk in roots of words and monosyUabfeB；%*  '?' A ：)

That will do ： '. . ； Gag
That will not do ' • . . , , N。can d。,.醐 
、h •“若嘴螂勰状、. 

That is better ... /,<： . z； That b'long.no-
Who is that (it)< :\<Whq mun ?.
What is that?；涔 Wh网姑也官？-； 
Tell him . .•；，〃,，. ；'.，,Ta1kq$ hp,；涂
Give me that "上,，一:，〈Ppy gy.打舟\ 
I don'§ want it、，、 ，，’ My pq wanghg；
There . - 「•归切.；；，/ 如仲甘曲’
Here , . ：.• .This side;- ■: *
Please lefm© know.，•-f';；.Talk0e-rny,..:71 
Just let me look . •: m"、Pay，ipy 1。0林

• P笋哭 understand .-ASayyy ?■ . .顷 新节峪
I don t understand ・. , My no savvy.莒汽宓酬澈.•.、 
Can you tell 神 what this、...... ；/隔繇* "L
ie\ • ； ,，Wh*thing  为斌机加境杰"

Go and see, apd come bapk : ■；.... - ，
and tell me . , . Yoh look 8昨 翊蜘。却y,,".；"。-

That won't do . ,.No b*long  ploper (pfpppr)；：.、

g

.f largee bobbery.
iii

Pidm-E陌ish „
鼎:耦繇辎翔务蹒顷■'粒&慕de?. ,

%蔬哥罕炊。W,，’愆检甲y P。savvy；.. , .：• •、[, •, 

麒割波盘，''

Come at once.；, Comp-chop chop., - A' ；,、
nW ghi8 is mine > 谖褓初而；This flong 时 2•湫:扁 < - 
祁:,Stop that •.感"醐:噜籍do： 2敏称.厂：'■ ■'
、多 :Never mind >廿；>,：、，Marskee, • ••.：：•："‘；，.'，匚
”；七，；Tk.8? is a bad job ; ：, That bUopg bad .pidgin. ，: , • 

.；/；； Business (or any. kind of .
g. .' f affair) . . ； ‘ ％ Pidgin. ..

. Beligion . :’ Joss pidgin.
次 -Is Mr,——.—-at home? . Mae^ have got?

“•w<京 '• • I' Mr8.--------at home? - ;，r.Mississy have got?
寮%¥.&：，:: He (she) is not at home *.  *■•  No have got.

'、必；*尊油  ,* Can you do this for me? . . Can do?
k 浮:•"： ：，Why not? ，二."' What for no can? ■ 

咨"&很混.■ , G。upstairs,'.」"二；/, ' Go topside.
"，4%贮;Gq downstairs',.,： s , '； / . Go bottomside,1 
：；,；杖、 Tell him to come back . , Talkee he oome this side.
:''"」4整提、" Tell him to come in the" 1 ,
:3土：右'morning、..；.l\\ l'r Talkee come morping time.
蠡棕'"：七者D。you me血•计？.撤.'• . - Talkee true?

"i翻戏典£以 Whatdoycmmeanb'y that? ; What fashion?'
M Fj戳多"'*  Afterwards (by-and-bye) , . Bixne bye. ，
剧鼠务：,, " I will pay you ]a屁.，,KBime bye makee pay.，

3曜蠢W 弗 afraid in going to.
囊KW； ram •:: ； ,.£ > ‘，、My too muchee fear makes

、牌'：y： ,5 冲厂. . * ： rain. •/
'I don't want to do this : \ , Too much trouble i
"胃留游 J*,  1 want it likQ that.;・'•、"： "； Wanohee all same___
:"疆酎您;r This is very good "-；：、■';• This b*long  number one.
i-x；翱务餐"是。* V。you?言蔼",l Chi* 热in (a greeting gene-；. 

、.辑怨W"； Good-bye. • ； ，.: &"•：，.. / rally}. '
... Tell the oook ： td'iprepafe ) Talkee cook three piece » - 

• . :； dinner for three to-day. f man dinner.
,- you cannot dq it-, I xnust ) S'poae you no can do, must 

v*/  I踢酩弘'匕以£*!  get some one else , . [ catche Mother man.
< ' Bother; to find fault with Bobbery.-
「yQii don't do^ this, you ) S^ose no do, ' my makee 

i箱&：2, ' • ' ' .Will get into trouble . ) largee bobbery.



pr try on hats to spend your cash on 
"Wantchee more better, proper fashion."

When we go home, I wonder whether • 
、We'll lose our pidgin altogether.
Td like to keep a little bit.
I find I'm rather fond of it."

N?w that ybur appetite for Pidgin has been whet- 
ted, can you identify this poem by a famous Ameri- 
can poet? It was anonymously rendered into Pidgin 
in a book entitied "pidgin-English Sing-Song." by 
Charles G； Leland, published in London in 1892 
巨吁 are two verses. (A! hint: "galoW，is a mean- 
ingle88 word sometimes used to add emphasis.)

That nightey-time begin chop-chop 
One young man walkee, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, ，•
He cally flag with chop so nice,

•. Top-side galowl

OIo man talkee, "No can walk, 
By'mby lain come 一 velly dark, 
Hab gpt water, velly wide." ， 
Maskee. my must go top-side.
._ z. , Top-side galow!

Yoy find the poem in its original EngHsh at the 
：nd of tWs article, first, however, you might want 
t0 refresh your memory .with some of the more 
common terms. They come fromP/d^/n English 
&警-泸jg, with a few；, from All About Shanghai 
published in Shanghai in the 1930s. '

All-plopa, quite right 
blong, is, are, belong to, etc. 
Bottom-side, downstairs 
Bym-bye, later
Can do, Can you do, or Yes, I can do it.
Catchee, Have, get, bring, e.g. "My look-see 

one piece© man catchee chow- 
‘ chow" - I saw a man eating.

Chit, note, letter, sometimes IOU, e,g.”bar 
chit"

Chop, stamp, inscription, carved seal
Chop, chop, quickly
Chow-chow, food, to eat

uaaxi, Vici gymail

Joss-pidgin, religion
Largee, largey, largo, much, great, Inut!
Likee, to like
Look-see, look, appear like, see
Makee, make, do, cause, become
Maskee, never mind
Melican, American
More betta, better
Muchee, very, sometimes muchee-E岫时
My, my, me, I, sometimes we, on*,
Naifoo, knife
Nightey, night
No can, not good, I cannot, im的龄tM
No can do? Can you not?
Number one, veiy good
Olo, old
One piecee, a, an, one
Pay, to give, bring, deliver, transjef
Plenty, much, very, very much
Plop% proper, good, right, correeV, n心
Savvy, know, understand
Shroff, dealer in money
Side, place, country
Smellum-wate^ perfurme, cologne '■
Solly, sorry
Taipan, boss, important foreign 匕仍际夕szan
Talkee, tell, say, inform, ask
This side, here
Tiffin, lunch

.s Tinkee, think
Too muchee, very, excessive
Topside, upstairs, on top
waifo, wife
Walkee, to go
Wantchee, to want
What for?, why?
.What fashion no can? Why not?
What-side, where

炸普 f?r you no savvy "Top-side 时g*  Fong 
qenly Longfela "Excelsior?" Mas｝酒 祁-sidW 
all-same Inkeli-pidgin.

.•The shades of night were falling
As through an Alpine viUage
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow iCQ
A banner with a strange device,

Excelsior!







TRAVELING IN CHINA - A GENERAL GUIDE

nee you deci de 
ravel office s

to cal I Travel 
plans run and h 
advance only fo 
reservati ons. 
you've never de 
after doi ng th 1 
a record of i t. 
day before you

If you're getti ng ready to make your fi rs t trip inside China, 
help to know i n advance what to expect, especially i f you don 
Chinese. Which i s a ti p right there: try to include someone 
group who does speak Chi nese. Some people try to organize a 
taking trips (though this is certai nly not necessary), eight 
about the maxi mum number you can manage because most places w 
you around in a taxi (max. 3 passengers) or a mi ni-bus (max. 
gers) . The trai n compartments sleep four people each.

Warning: do not count on b e i i n g able to to, though y°u can 95% of the 
time. Travel cannot b uy your plane/train t i c k e t until 2-3 days before 
your departure and they cannot reserve your room until they have 
bought the ticket. Occasionally, for a popular place, transportati on 
or rooms are booked full and you may not be able to make the trip as
planned.

If you go by train or plane, arrive at the station at the time suggested 
by Travel. If you don't read Chinese, just show your ticket to some 
o f the personnel (they wear name tags and white hats and jackets , and 
just LOOK offici al ) and they* 11 point you i n the ri ght di rection. Once 
you reach the train, just 111 ook" a question mark at the conductors 
standi ng on the platform and they'll wave you toward the car reserved 
for foreigners and ranking cadre. (Have your ti cket out, attached to 
the receipt, with the travel pe rmi t close a t hand.) The conductor 
will escort you to your assigned compa rtmen t. Usual 1y, i f there's room 
on the train, you will be off to yourselves, though occasionally you. 
may share with Chinese o r other foreign tourists. Soon after departi ng 
the station, the conductor will col 1e ct your ticket and return i t 
shortly before arriving at your destination.

The fan
i s someti mes

that turns 
what's

the hall and your 
Ask and you shall 

Or you

n car will probably have nice pi ctures i n 
11 have a thermos of hot water and a plant, 
covered cups and, fo r 10 f e n e a ch , packages o f tea.. 
orange drink or beer, with g1 asses. Assumi ng you 1 re i n the 

--(no privacy so be prepared, to sieep 
' winter and terry cloth blankets 

pillows and heat or a fan as appropriate, 
small switch beneath the window; the heat .

i . There's a radio speaker in your 
off Wi th a dial beneath the table; but you can sti 11 

playing from the hall and it usually comes on at 6am and

The trai 
cabin wi 
receive 
can buy  
soft berths, the four beds 
clothed) will have warm blankets i n 
i n summer, with 
turns on wi th a 
control 1ed by a knob near the floor, 
room 
hear

FROM: GERI BENDER
U.S. Embassy - Beij ing 
Sep temb er 1980

where you're going to visit and when, call the Embassy s 
everal days i n advance. For a weekend trip, it's wise 
on Monday. Travel will tel 1 you v/hen the trains or 
ow much a one-way ticket will cost. You will pay i n 
r thi s ticket and a phone call to make hotel and guide 
Travel will also ask for your identity card number, i f 
alt wi th them before, for requesti ng a travel permi t;
s once 5 they won't ask for the number again as they keep 

Tickets and travel permi t will probably be ready the 
leave, on Fri day i n the case of a weekend trip.
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goes off at 11pm. Many groups enjoy taking a picnic lunch or dinner, 
and the cheese and fruit and meats and bread and wine make for great 
f un; bring your own trash bag and utensils, hov/ever. I f the con­
ductor asks i f you want a meal i n the dining car and you don't, the 
phrase i s "boo yao." Bring toilet paper; b a th rooms are a t either end 
of the car, one usually the Chinese floor style and the other the 
western style; sometimes you can get rinse water out of the sink and 
sometimes you cannot.

No matter what time you arrive a t your des ti nation, you will be metfy 
your guide and taken to your room. He will ask for your i d card o r 
passport and travel permit. When it's convenient, ^your guide will 
di scuss with you your sightseeing preferences. It's wisest to come 
prepared to suggest the places you want to see, according to research 
in Nagels, Fo d o r1s, etc., o r recommendations f rom friends. I f you 
have extra time, the guide will offer to show you a rug weaving factory 
or point out that you've missed another attractive sightseeing spot. 
But come prepared, having done your research in advance. Fu rth e r, 
there are some places where a guide can b e di spensed with, like Q u Fu 
where the aues t house i s next door t o the temple and you can easily, 
walk around, Nagel's in hand. I n Chengde, you rpay want to rent a bike 
and wander around alone, and there's a new English-language map to use 
as a guide. Tai Shan i s conronly hiked without a guide... All these 
considerations are dependent on your group and your own preferences. 
You might want to attempt this after gaini ng some experience, however.

Your hotel room will vary, of( 
thermoses are always provided, 
of room-temperature but boiled 
tual1y all rooms have two tw i n 
cement floor almost always has 
stationery are i n the desk; a 
chairs -- the usual hotel room 
The bathroom may well have the

Early i n the tri 
travel plans so 
When traveli ng i n China, you 
vati ons for a 11 
for the next stage of the journey at each stop, 
problem during heavy 
large tour groups for plane space 
You might want, * ''
order to conti nue the trip, but you 
ti cket. Another res tri cti on i 
travel plans for the south of 
when you are i n the north.

p you must inform the guide of your return or on-going 
he can make the reservations and buy the ti ekets.

二，：，一，j-j usually can only make plane/trai n  reser- 
mi ted di stance, and from then on purchase the ti ckets

This can prove a 
travel seasons when you are competi ng with many 

r 一e and the few soft berths on trai ns.
i n this case/to ask for a hard berth on a train.in

■厂」may not be allowed to buy this 
s that i t i s sometimes difficult to make 
China (Guangzhou or Kunming, for instance)

ve ever seen, cement
In many places, the 

1n the eveni ng and you 
plan your evening's

up 八 ”，i,,… l-__ , towels are all provi ded .
yIsk theKfloor*clerk rand he'll try to help you.

course, from place to place. Hot water 
with cups and tea; also, pitchers, 
water and glasses are provided. Vi r- 
beds and sufficient blankets. The 
a smal1 or large carpet. Ink and 
small reading lamp; two overstaffed 

\ appurtenances , though rather simple. 
  , ! 1 argest tub you ,

floors and walls, open pipes, and no path mat・. 
hot water comes on only during s pec i f i c hours i 
will be.told the time by the. guide so you can f 
activities appropri ately. Soap, toilet paper, 
If you need someth i ng, 一一

-
M
W
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Kea 1 s a re taken i n a large dining hall, and you are usually at tables 
with white linen or plastic cloths separated from the Chinese diners 
by a series of screens. Food quality varies from edible to excel 1 ent. 
The biggest problem will probably be that they serve too much food. 
You can reques t that beer, 1 a o s ha n (carbonated mineral water) o r 
orange drink be served but you pay for i t on delivery, not at the end 
o f your visit. Y ou can also often buy brandies and wines and mao ta i 
in the hotel. Eachr day of sightseeing will be broken by a lunch period 
foil owed by a rest period, total ling about two hours. If you don 11 
want to rest then, you may choose to walk around the town near the 
hotel instead.

The hotels often have a F ri endshi p Store where they sell post cards, 
local craft products and Chinese products you can buy i n Peking also 
(cloi sonne, soapstone, etc.). Prices vary widely. You may also be 
able to buy a guide book to the local area, and as you may not be able 
to b uy i t elsewhere, get i t when you can.. . Many Chinese cities have 
craft shops and antique shops whi ch your guide wi 11 suggest you visit. 
As prices and quality here also fluctuate widely, 1et your common 
sense be your guide. Often, however, you cannot buy purely local craft 
products el sev/here i n China. I n Qu Fu 5 for instance, they make wood 
carvings from a tree-wood that grows only i n that area and i s carved 
only i n Qu Fu.

,rooms, return
  (a per

th rough the local Public Security 
per hour of work), 
Your travel permi t 

and you will agree

slept 1n i t. You wi11 pay for meals, 
meet!ng and greeti ng, car and_ dri ver < 
earing you - 
person), the guide (usually Y2 

miscellaneous charges.

At th e end of your stay, your gui de will present you v/i th a sum-total 
reckoning for your whole group. Meals will often be figured at Y】2 a 
day. Rooms usually are doubles and you pay by the room, not by the 
numberofpeoplewho 
or on-goi ng tickets, 
ki1ometer charge) , c 1 
Office (about Y1 per 
and maybe a few other small 
and passport/i d card will b e returned a t this point,
on a departure time.

At the train s ta11on/a i rport, you will probably s i t apart i n a room 
for foreigners and ranking cadre. When the train arrives, your guide 
will help you get into the proper car and room and b e sure you a re 
comfortab1e. If you have any messages for the attendants and don't 
speak Chinese, n ow i s a good time to mention them (breakfast, a beer, 
etc. ) . Usual 1y a conductor will collect your ti cket and re turn i t 
shortly before disembarking.

There are few formali ti es when you arrive at Beijing rail station, the 
primary one being that, after you walk up the ramp to the station's 
exit, a PLA guard will stop you, ask to see your travel permit, and 
keep it. Further, as you exit the station, you are asked to hand i n 
your train ticket, as i n Europe 3 s o don't throw i t away; however, 
they don't seem to ask for this ticket at other train stations, nor 
do they ask for your plane ticket.
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I f you don't have a car parked a t the Beijing train station , there s 
a large trailer straight out from the main exit and you can request 
a taxi there. You can, however, park your car there for several days, 
locked, wi thout any trouble at all; collect a ticket a s you enter the 
1ot and pay as you leave. There a re cabs a t the Beijing a i rport usually 
but again for shorter trips you can leave your car i n the large parking 
lot without worry.

This report was prepared i n August 1 9 80, and ：many-of the above-comments 
may change by 11 me you read them. For instance, having to pay for 
parking your car a t the Beijing train station was instituted i n the 
s ummer of 1 980 and may be done at the airport also soon. This guide 
i s intended only to gi ve you an i dea what to expect, but the basic 
routine will probably not change very soon. Obviously, prices may.
Have fun and take a lot of trips i n China.： The scenery i s spectacular 
i n places, the ol d tempi es and palaces are being restored en masse, the 
people are generally a delight and your guides will try to help you a 11 
they can. Enjoy!

i
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BRIEF TRIPS OUT OF BEIJING - A HIKE UP TAI SHAN

(July 1980)

Ta i Shan , or 
Peking. W h i1 
China, i t i s

Mt. Tai, i s located a night's train ride southeast of 
e not the highest o f the five holy Buddhi st mountains o f 
the hoii e s t and i s revered by both Buddhism and Taoism.

In fact, there is only one small , ancient Buddhi st temple a t the foot 
of the mountain, none on the summit. A few emperors cl imbed the moun­
tain several centuries ago and some of th_e .many inscrip-tions on the .. 
rocks and granite faces along the trail commemorate where an emperor 
rested, or h i s horse turned back, and similar exciting events.

appears on the horizon.
worth the effort. A great shout i s sent up as soon as the

The attractions of the hike are many: the scenery i s magni fi cent, with 
steep, tree shrouded mountain sides studded periodically with pavilions 
and bridges and engraved poems. Early i n the hike there i s a fork i n

roof tiles s o the wind won't blow them away; 
smaller tempi 
the birthday 
women, often 
1 ng piles of 
see pi1grims
attraction i s getting out of bed at some unforg i veable hour to see the 
sunrise (assuming i t isn't raining) , and i f the sunrise i s spectacular 
it's fully 
sun itself

the path and the right fork leads to the Di amond Sutra, a Buddhi st poem 
carved i nto the granite i n foot-h 1 gh characters a thousand years ago, 
some 1,067 characters of which still remain easily readable i n the 
ancient script. At the summi t, bes ides a TV tower and weather stati on,
there i s the Tempie of the Princess o f the Azure Clouds, with i ts i ron 

a t the very peak i s the 
e to the Jade Emperor, a major Taoist figure. April 27 i s 
of the Princess, and on that date and for weeks after old 
with bound feet, trek u p to worship at both tempi es, leav- 
money and food and tiny' slippers a s offer! ngs. But you can 
during the rest of the summer as well. The last main

A negative aspect of the hike i s the hike: some 7,000 stone steps, hand 
laid of course and recently undergo 1 ng repair and replacement, up some 
8,000 * i n height. If you go siowly you can make 11 without a tremen­
dous hardshi p. Going down hurts a lot of people, as 1egs turn to wet 
macaroni and knees give way badly (if you have bad knees, take along 
Ace bandages). But you need not hike the entire way down, and a car 
will meet you at the Middle Gate to Heaven (where you 1 unched the day 
before), taking you back via the 1ove1y Black Dragon Falls. You do not 
have to take a guide along, especi ally if you have someone with you who 
speaks Chinese. (Take your Nagel's Gui de along i nstead.)

After the hike you can spend about ¥ day i n Tai An and visit the 
impress i ve Taoist tempi e next door to the guest house. Be sure to note 
the cypress trees pl anted about the time Chri st was born. Some people 
1 ike to combi ne thi s trip with one to Qu Fu, nearby, taki ng an extra 
day and making it a 3 day trip instead of 2-2坛 days (the time depends 
on train connections.

The hike i s best made i n May and October (i t1 11 be cold i n your room 
but the comforters are warm), but the 1ushness of the summer foli age 
almost makes the heat worthwhile. Accommodati ons in Tai An and on the 
summi t.a re reasonable, simple and more than adequate (except the unspeak­
able toilet a t the s ummi t), and the food also quite good.



BRIEF TRAVEL OUT OF PEKING DATONG AND THE BUDDHIST CAVES

(July 1980)

Datong i s famous for the Buddhist caves i n nea rby Yongang (some assert 
the caves i n Loyu a n are better but it's also farther away). There are 
53 "cavesn but some are mere niches i n the cliff. All are decorated 
with Buddhi st figures, singers and musicians, guardian figures, pagodas 
and even a few western faces scattered around the wall. Most of the 
caves were built between 460-494 A. D. Your visit will start v/i th the 
major centra 1 caves, v/i th a 4-story, wooden superstructure built i n 
front of the cliff there to protect the figures inside. The Buddhas 
are 60-701 high, with further decora ti ons on the walls (one of the 
caves was undergoi ng restoration i n 1 97 9-80). Originally carved out 
of stone, many of the figures were "restored" about 100 years ago with 
a surfacing o f pl aster being affixed by drilling a mu 1t i tu d e o f holes 
i n to the original statue, thereby damaging i t extensively a s you'll see 
where the pl aster i s now peeli n g away. Your guide will escort you u p 
the wooden stairs to see the figures close up. While you cannot photo­
graph inside any of the caves 5 be sure to shoot some of the interesting 
masks outside the building and the brilliantly colored tile roof and 
its decora ti ons.
Further west i s the largest col 1 ection of caves, those closest to the 
center being the most ornate. The front of one of the large caves fell 
completely away, exposing the Buddhas inside (which you can photograph). 
While the western side i s a "must see," you should also take time to 
visit the few caves to the east. One very large one has three recent 
Buddhas; while the rest o f the cave i s empty, be sure to note the deep 
cuts engraved on the walls by the wind sweeping i n. In some caves you 
will see birds flying around the Buddhas ' heads with the wind.
Take your Nagel 1s Guide along and use it freely. Also buy the bl ack/ 
wh i te guide book (available at the Wang Fu J i n g book store with a n 
English insert) to show you what to see i n which caves. As you travel 
to or from the caves, stop and examine the 3-dragon screen next to the 
road. The tempie behind was undergoi ng restorat ion i n 1 979/80.

a 
the 
and

part of town.
1 ower one has 
works of art; 
them yourself

Or you may choose to 
only (and possi bly the world's 
afternoon's trip.

Back i 
i n the old 
time. The 
impressive 
photograph 
You may then wish to visit a 
woven, 
noon i n China's 
tory, an entire

n Datong for the afternoon, you'll be taken to the 9-Dragon Screen 
Nearby i s a pair of monasteries worth your 
set of figures carved of stone that are 

post card set i s a good buy as you cannot 
the cards are excepti ona11y wel1 done. 
"cottage industry" where carpets are 
skip all of the above and spend the after- 

only) steam engine fac- .

Datong can be a one day visit, wt i h two nights on the train,.or you can 
choose to stay longer. The guest house i s quite adequate, with the 
food varying i n quality. Because o f the di stance o f the r i d e to the . 
caves, i t often pays to form a larger group to share expenses i n a mini­
bus, which holds a maxi mum of 8 passengers. A room at the hotel i s 
advisable despite riding on the train two nights.



PEKING SIGHTSEEING CHOUKOUTIAN AND THE SAGA OF PEKING MAN

Peking Man lived i n the Western Hills close to where the town of 
Chou kouti an i s now located. Living i n caves i n bands o f around 50, 
he ate grasses, nuts and fru i ts a s wel1 a s game he killed 二-from 
mice and snakes to large deer v/i th fantastic fan-shaped horns to 
leopards, bear, camel, rhino, etc. He had fire to cook the meat, and 
made flaked-stone tools for killing and skinning game, etc. Most 
(40%) died before age 14, a 11 but 3% before age 50. Peking Man stood 
about 5'5”，Peking V/oman 5' 1 11; they had a heavy-browed forehead, and 
a brain capacity of 1 cc (ours today is about 2 cc). -

I n the 1910s, foreign scienti sts i n Peking sought the source of "dragon 
bones" sold by peasants to apothecaries, where they were ground up into 
a powdered mixture and sold a s a panacea. The "dragon bones'1 i n fact 
were fossilized bones of extinct animals, and investigation 1ed to the 
caves of Choukouti an a s a rich source. Excava ti on began and i n 1926 
i t was announced that some of the bones were from the skulls of about 
14 individuals, now named "Peking Man."

careful plaster casts were made, and today 
When it became

believed to have been sent to
Somewhere along the line they disappeared and remain lost to

Avi d research continued, 
these casts are a 11 that remain of the earlier finds, 
clear i n 1941 that Japan would soon invade Peking, the bones were 
carefully packed i n chests and are ' 
Ti 3 nj i n . ~ - '
this day, despite endless searching.

You can take a trip to the s i te of the dig, still active today. In 
fact, i n 1 966 a new Peking Man skull wa s di scovered and there i s a 
new dig underway now (1980). At the site a guide will join you and 
answer questions as you investigate the museum, several caves (though 
few look like caves now due to excavati on) and the c u rren t dig. The 
site i s very good for chi 1dren old enough to comprehend what they are 
seeing, and the museum has 1ots of paintings and fossils of animals 
and panoramas to look at.

You reach Choukoutian via the Marco Polo Bridge, but after that there's
a confusing 1 eft and right forks,series of so go with good di recti ons
and someone v/ho speaks Chinese to inquire of peopl e 
It's a very good, paved road through pleasant farm
can easily be made between 8am and 2pm, i n 
the parking lot. Entry fee i s each, an 
There's a gi ft shop with inexpensive but n 
some o f the anci ent animals and the Peking 
ash tray surmounted by a cigarette-smoking

1 u d i n g a 
you can 

ce china 
Man, and 
chimp.

Bridge, on both sides, note the smoke vents on the 
miniature pavi1 ions with sweeping roof lines, some

along the way. 
scenery. The trip 
picnic 1unch i n 
take photos. 
reproductions of 
a purely kitsch 

Near the Marco Polo 
homes that 1ook like 
quite ornate.
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BRIEF TRAVEL OUT OF PEKING -- HUHEHOT & INNER MONGOLIAN GRASSLANDS

July, 1980

The grass-

on that later). Several programs 奁

Some groups

Hu he hot is the capital o f Inner Mongoli a and the gateway to the grass­
lands that stretch north to the northern Chinese border. 十’ 

lands, where sheep and ponies and cattle and a few camels are raised 
on v/i de open prairies that sweep away forever, are the main goal of 
visitors to this area. -Hu heho t i s i ndustri ali zi ng increasingly and 
offers limited sightseeing (more - : - '
are available, depending on your schedule, what facilities are-a.vail- 
able and how many other tourists are using them with you. " 
have been taken to a small community and school about five hours of 
bumpy riding from HHH 5 where several felt-covered yurts are set up 
for touri sts with beds ' ' ' -
Flag People's Commune, 
about 12 yurts are set 
renovated 5 18th century Lamai st monastery; 
outonraised wooden 
but i t i s so distant

and bunks. Other groups may stay at the Red
or Wu1 an Tugar, a 2坛 hour ride from HHH, where 
up i n a courtyard next door to a recen11y

; ; the beds are pads laid
platforms. There i s yet another place to visit 
you must fly there.

At both o f the above places, the program i n c1u d e s a ride on a Mongoli an 
pony and/or a two-humped camel. Usual 1y the ride will last only a 
short while because there aren't enough camels to go around. However, 
one small group of four persons arrived when no other groups needed 
the camels and were taken on a 4-hour camel ride - which, while an 
unforgettable experi ence in a very positive sense, has a few drawbacks 
(like bruises, blisters, etc. from the unpadded wooden saddles). 
Visitors are taken to a sheepherder's home and offered sweet milky, 
tea and some o f the traditional Mongoli a n food, usual 1y a milk deriva­
tive. Meals, accordi ng to reports, vary in quality. At the commune 
they were quite good; they offer to kill a lamb and serve u p a large 
meal with i t. Those who went to the smaller yotel (yurt + motel) found 
the food less palatable. Many of the dishes are based on mutton - 
100 ways to serve mutton wi thout repeating yourself, some quite good. 
Again, many of the d i shes are also milk-based, like the breakfast 
dish of very thick sour cream to be scooped up on chopsticks, dipped 
i n fried millet and eaten.

Staying i n the yu rt 1s a pleasant experience. Yurts are round with 
a 1ashed-together wood&n frame; this i s covered with a thick felt 
fabric 11 ed down with hand-made ropes . At the commu n e, v/ooden plat­
forms were the beds and seats, with piles of bl ankets and pads and 
pillows laying around for later use; several cupboards, a fable and 
wash bowls with warm water were prov i ded. Take your own toilet paper. 
An elec tri c generator provides light until 11pm, but be sure to look 
outside at night and prove to yourself all the stars are still there.

As for the grasslands, they*  re lovely. You leave HHH by bus or Jeep 
(the mi n i - bu s i s best a s you can see better, take photos , and 
cheaper) and climb north over a range of mountains. You lose the 
paved road and, o n a dirt road which a t times i s like a washboard, 
enter the grasslands. High, wide open, rolling country, soft 
green hills and high skies, with piles oF dramatic clouds and clear 
blue background. The communi ties you pass en route are i nteresting



i n archi tecture: made of rnud wattle, i t appears, the homes are 
square v/i th no windov/s on three sides, the back side higher than 
the front and the roof sloping down to the front, while the front 
has many windows with wooden decora ti ons. The round-humped structures 
i n the yard are used fo r grain storage. Be sure to note the graves 
along the way also, low mounds decorated with stones.

This trip i s best ma de - from April to -October, and i n fact i s closed*  
i n the-v/i n ter when the temperature drops to -32°C. I n spring and 
autumn the weather i s quite cold at night and cool i n the day, while 
i n mi d-summer i t i s cool a t night and comfy i n the day i f the sun i s 
out; take sweater and jacket to be safe; i t seems to never get 
very warm up there.

HHH deserves about 坛 day to vi st the fi ve-spi re pagoda, the 1i ght- 
i ndustry exhibition which sells local products,and the department 
store. There i s a tomb out of town but seemed not worth the trip to 
some who made i t. The local Mongolian dress, not much i n use now 
except by touri sts, i s a knee-length silk robe with mandarin collar 
which wraps around to button under the right a rm and i s he 1d in with 
a sash at the waist; the commune provides these to wear during your 
stay there and you can buy them a t the commune or the department 
store. You can also buy knives i n a matchi ng sheath which also holds 
chopsticks. Leather boots a re for sale i f you can find them to fit, 
and tweezers used to pluck beards.

Cost, in 1 980, runs about Y220-250 , dependi ng on the size of the group s 
the place you stay a t, and whether you have the lovely lamb di nner. 
Two and a half to three days are needed for the trip.

Y
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Qu Fu ,

Confucius was born i n

they v/oul d soon f al 1 back i n to old ways.

Near the front

es and

A large gate i s next with four of the lovely

the

several

There

walk to i t

along an

for the chance to see
At the Kong family graveyard, the tomb or mound

Many people find the graveyard

J

marble “stream, 
tempie proper, the 
are 13 pavi1i ons 
anci ent stelae,

BRIEF TRAVEL OUT OF PEKING -- QU FU, HOME OF CONFUCIUS

name). .
After developing h i s ideas of government, he wandered around China 
seekingan enlightened 一

Wh-i 1 e many-admi red hi s 
Discouraged, Confuci us 
theories, dying i n 479 
date from the 1500s.

fi rst large 
i n two rows, 
an attracti ve scene. 
and justly famous dragon-embellished columns. Just inside the gate, 
i n the main courtyard, i s a tall ku a 1 tree, similar to a juniper; 
original tree i s said to have been pl anted by Confucius, 
roots were used to start this, the second tree i n 1 7 32. 
courtyard contains a 
where Confuci us - .
Right behind it rises the long and impressive Temple of Confucius, 
wi th ten marble 〜 '
inside this and ，〜- .

instruments assoc i ated with Confucian ceremonies , there's little to 
photograph anyway. 
Master and '
during the Cultural 
the guides, 
visit, with stones 
Also, the two long 
and pi ctures which 
made, some quite expensive.

prince who would put h i s t h e o r i e s into pra.c t ice. 
ideas, they v/oul d soon fall back into ol d ways, 
returned home and taught his di'sci pl es his 
B. C. The tempies and buildings now i n Qu Fu

gate of the 
with several 
br i

while the
The 1arge

The Tempie of Confucius i s divided i nto two areas.
old c i ty wall, 1argely destroyed , 1s a walled-in area 
gates, stelae, old evergreens, a sma-11

a peacefulness that i s welcome. In the 
building wa s once a library. Behind i t 
with 3-story gold-tiled roofs, housing

Nagel 1 s Guide descri bes the old statues of the 
of his most famous disciples, but all were destroyed 
Revolution's anti-Confuci an campaign, accordi ng to 

are three other buildings behind the main tempie to

The graveyard i s very large
i t i f you feel like a ni ce long walk.

pavi1 ion called the Terrace of the Apricot Tree, 
once taught h i s disciples under a n apricot tree.

other graves i n a walled 
on the left).

a small country town with a large 
the Descendants of Confuci us, an( 
i s a Latinized version of Kong Fu 

551

and there i s a small road looping around

Confucius say, "Come to Qu Fu and see where time stands still." 
the home of Confucius, i s southeast o f Peking and remains pretty much

> Confuci an tempie, the Residence of
d the Kong family graveya rd (Confucius

Zi, or Kong the Philosopher, hi s real
B.C. and later moved to Qu Fu.

Near the street entrance 
i ntersecti on ;

column s carved i n dragons. You cannot take photos 
other tempie buildings, bu t aside from some musical

of town for about a mile, 
avenue lined with 

The walk i s 
and pho to -

engraved with pictures and portraits and texts. 
buildings along the courtyard contain more texts 
cannot be photographed, and from which rubbings are

Next door to the temple is the Residence of the Descendants of 
Confucius, a series of compounds with rooms full of furnishings used 
by the fo rme r residents. There i s also a forei gners-only antique 
and rubbi ngs shop in the first courtyard... 
to the Residence i s a large gate alone 1n an 
and then turn left. Follow this road out c 
through two small villages and rice fields,  
evergreens over 800 years old, to reach Confuci us1 tomb.
a nice idea, i n one direction a t least, 
graph the villages.
of Confucius i s to the left, with three
enclosure (his i s at the very rear of the enclosure,



the most i nteresti ng part o f a Qu Fu visit, with stone animals 
and large s tel a e around the grass-covered mounds. I n fall, with 
yellow leaves ca rpeti ng the ground, i t i s very moody on a cloudy 
day.

While a modern hotel is planned for Qu F u, the cu rren t ( 1 980) 
hotel is the former guest quarters of the Residence of the Descendants 
of Confucius, quite adequately prepared. You eat 1n another room 
of the Resi dence near your room. ..If one i s avail abl e, a guide v/i 1 1 
be glad to escort you on your sightseeing tour, but you might also 
consider dispensing with h i m for the sake o f independence and i nstead 
refer to Nagel 1 s Guide as you walk around. The Temple and the 
Residence are next door to each other, and you can arrange for a 
car to take you to the graveyard... There is an arts and crafts store 
on the road to the graveyard where you can buy i terns carved out of a 
1ocal tree, which grows nowhere else i n China...Japanese tour groups 
visit Qu Fu i n large numbers but other nationalities are arriving 
in i ncreas i ng numbers. Many d i ploma ts from Peking visit i t also... 
This trip can easily be done i n two overnight train rides and one day 
i n Qu Fu. A guide reported there are other sights to be seen 1n the 
area but they requ i re car rides i nto the hills nearby for tempies and 
tombs, and they would require extra t i me i n the town.

1M
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BRIEF TRAVEL OUT OF PEKING CHENGDE, A SUMMER RESORT

(July 1980)

Chengde i s an o 1 d royal summer pal ace about 250 kms north of Peking. 
However, while i t i s a n interesting place to visit on a weekend, very 
little i s available a t this moment a s a travel guide. There i s one 
good book i n print, but i t is printed elsewhere and not available here 
a t this time. Therefore, the following brief guide has been prepared 
for Embassy visitors until something better i s published. There are 
eight tempi es i n the area, but this guide only covers four o f them, a s 
three o f the temples were closed t o the p u b1i c while undergoing restor­
ation.

Chengde was establ i shed as an imperial summer resort i n 1 703 by Emperor 
Kang Xi, but his successor Qian Long did most of the constructing of 
the temples. As the resort was built on the northern edge of the . 
empire, it was used for many years a s a contact-poi nt with the minority 
tribes of Tibet and Mongoli a and other areas 5 as they came to treat 
wi th the emperor. Qian Long was i nterested in Buddhism and parti cu- 
1 arly Lamaist Buddhism, so many of the tempies show some degree of 
Ti betan influence. They are scattered throughout the hills around the 
va11ey containing the pal ace and its park.

PALACE AND PARK

almost six months every year, hunting and 
■ . . ; from other states and
i s today a relatively sma11 complex 

set among tall pines. The back 
park, a large tree-shrouded area 

… — with paths, hilly peaks , pavilions,
The lake i s more 1i ke a series of small connected 

and bridges ne s 11ed i n the foot o f the hills, 
area, but wandering there thoroughly would 
lakes are idyllic, lined with willows and 
some areas. There are many pleasure pavilions 
grounds, one of the most famous being the 
ns. On the far side of the lakes i s a three- 

:.pS around i t have only recently been 
be s i s o f plans of older buildings destroyed 

You can rent boats for rowi ng around the

The emperor stayed at Chengde 
riding i n h i s enormous park and rece i vi ng princes 
the nei ghbcri ng tribes. The palace * 
of simple, one so try, v/ooden buildings 
entrance to the palace leads i nto the 
surrounded by a wall. 15坛 miles long, 
spri ngs and Ruyi Lake. 7' *
lakes separated by dykes 
It's a green aid pleasant 
require a fu11 day. The 
reeds , lilies growl ng i n 
scattered throughout the 
Pavilion of Mists and Rai 
story pagoda, and the buildings 
rebuilt, presumably on the , 
a t some point i n the past-, 
lakes.

XUMI FUSHUO MIAO TEMPLE

This 1s, I believe, a copy of the Dharmsala, the residence of the . 
Panchen Lama, the second ranking person i n the Tibetan religious heir- 
a rc hy. Emperor Qian Long built the tempi e 1n 1 767 in the hopes the 
Panchen Lama would visit China and h e did, i n 1 780 , staying i n this 
tempie fo r several months. This i s the 1 a rge st of the four tempies open
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up i ts hill next to the tempie described above, and 
mpressi ve si ght. It i s somewhat older, having been 
n Long a s a miniature Potala of Lhasa i n a n effort to 
residence for the Dalai Lama if he wou1d agree to

i d n* 11 and instead the Panchen Lama came later. The

at this time, cove r i ng 239,000 square meters a s i t cl 1 mb s u p a hill 
(as did all four of the temples). The first courtyard after you enter 
the front gate has a bell and drum tower on either side, then a large 
wood structure housing the tradi tional stele declaring the reason for 
the building o f the tempie. Beh i nd this i s a flat, g1 a z ed tile.gate 
(similar to one at Bei Hai Park) about 20' high. Gates like this are 
Chi nese i n origin, with three arches and four columns represent!ng seven 
crowns, part o f the Chinese numerology be 1i e f s. Gates with hat? on 
them, large white cement d a go ba shapes , are Tibetan. The back,京de o f 
the gate i s decorated with three largegold dragons o n green tiles.

The main tempie and living area o f the monastery i s a large hoi 1ow- 
square stone building, with stone on the outer wall and wood structures 
lining the inside, three stories high, wood columns supporti ng the 
second and third floor walkways i n front of what were probably living 
areas. All v/as very delapidated during our visit, but much 1 s now 
under extensi ve repair. In the center of the square formed by th? 
building i s a three s to ry tempie 5 very tall and dark inside. 11 has a 
bronze tile roof that was gilded with 30,000 ounces of gold： There are 
interesting gargoyles on the ends of the eaves, and snake-1i ke dragons 
humpi ng their way along the four edges o f the roof. Once visitors 
could walk on the roof of the outer building but due to deterioration 
it appears to be cl o s ed now. From inside the square you can see tv/o 
smal1 buildings in the rear which have flat metal decorations on the 
roofs, does and stags and phoenixes which represent the birds and animals 
who came to hear the S a kya mu n i Buddha read the scriptures.

In the main tempie and i n some of the rooms around it you wi11 find 
many statues, some i n good condition. It's difficult." photograph 
them because they often sit v/i th their backs to the light, resulting 
in dark faces and a “halo” effect. Try instead for a side view, very 
dramatic, with light falling on a side of the face only.

This tempie 
both make a 
built first 
provi de a s 
visit China

Behind the mai n complex of bui1 di ngs i s a tall 
open only on the ground floor, with several n 
outside. The vi ew from u p here i s excellent a 
fo r photographi ng the main buildings.

PUTUO ZONGCHENG TEMPLE

were undergoing repair• 
intricate wood eaves of the 

the painted cloth squares i n 
gold and green tiles for the roofs. All 
are'local 5 which is true of each province 
knowledge of these crafts 1s bei ng widely

During a summer, 1979 visit, al】 the tempies 
This work i s done locally, whether it's the 
roofs 5 the dragon-carved stone railings, 
the ceili ngs or making new 
the work and the craftsmen 
and which i mpli es that the 
preserved i n China.
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Ti beta n influence i s of course strong, and the buildings on the hillside 
are scattered at random, asymmetry being a Tibetan trait and syrnmetry 
a Chinese trait... The stele at the entrance i s more important than 
usual, commemorating i n four languages a n 1nteresti ng piece of 18 th 
century Chinese h i s tory. A minority Mongoli a n tribe, the To rgu ts o f 
S i nj i an provInce, p roba bly Buddhist, left home and reached the Volga 
River before return i ng to China. The return journey took eight months, 
and when they a rri ved they went to Chengde where the prince was received 
by Emperor Qian Long to pledge h i s allegiance to the Emperor.

closely resembles the

There are rov/s of

wall, steeply si anti ng

at the top of the hill, 
much sma11er scale, 
climb up the stairs, 
the building itself.

s tori es high, but i nside i t appears

which _
i s on a 4-story tai 1 stone founda- 

A large flagged "balcony" 
It has a flat stone front about 

only the top three stories 
so the rest are foundation.
but many are blank, part of the cloister aspect

(You can get an idea of the 
Fragrant Hills and i ts Zhao Mi 

similar to the Xumi

gate . ) Back 
the center of the large front wall are

also 
the 
s i x

solid row of almost invisible small Buddhas sit i n niches a t the top o f 
the wall under the eaves, 80 of them to commemorate the 80th birthday of 
Qian Long's mother, possibly i n the same year a s h i s 60 th birthday.

ao, or Luminous 
Fushuo Tempie of 

There you can 
to the front of 
set a column of 

gold ceramic Buddhas to commemorate the 60th birthday of Qian Long.

The grand building 
Potala though on a 
ti on, with a steep 
fronts the foot of 
s i x 
were used as housi ng, 
wi ndows on this wal1, 
to induce a contemplati ve atmosphere. Inside the 
tunnels 1ead upwards to the windows, as if to 1et in light and 
but allow no distracting views of the outer world. Again, this i s a 
di sti nctly Tibetan archi tectural idea, 
above by visiting the 
Tempie, built i n 1 780 on a plan 
Chengde to house the Panchen Lama on the same visit, 
see the blank windows and the 3-arched '
building: i n

More stairs to the side lead eventually to the inner courtyard. This 
probably once 1oo ked like that i n the Xumi Fushuo Tempie 5 but now the 
wood structures which lined the inside of the surround!ng walls have, 
disappeared, 1ea v i ng a large s tone-flagged courtyard and the tempie i n 
the center. The tempie, where Qian Long wou1d receive visiting princes, 
has a gold-pa i nted roof and is very tall and dark inside. Along one 
wal 1 sits a row of Tibetan figures , with their distinctive headdresses , 
three of them holding snakes. These figures and others 1n this tempie 
are particularly interesting to examine.

Hea d i ng back down the hill you can look a t some o f the smaller buildings 
on the hillside, 2-3 stories high, simple and blockish and white-washed 
and deteriorating. Two have several small dagobas on the roof, and one 
has a set of statues inside i11 ustrati ng the story of a princess and 
her children, of good vs. evil, etc.

When you visit each tempie, consider making a complete slide show or 
album spread by photographing the name plaque outside and the "bird's 
eye v i ew" map inside. Makes remember i n g easier when you get your film 
back, a s well a s clarifying i t fo r fr i ends and family back home.



PU NING SI TEMPLE
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of
ho I di 
India

s t o r i e s 
a

Gua nyi n i s the epi tome of mercy and kindness, and 
a child and wearing a rosary. She i s the Chinese 
Avaloki ta, and as

i s often seen
equi valent
4,18 or 40 hands wi 

Among the 
e daughter of

, such may have several heads and
which to alleviate the s u fferi ng s o f the unhappy, 
to explain her history is one that says she was th .
sovereign in the Chou dynasty and, as he disapproved of her desire to 
become a nun, he persecuted her until she hid from him. When he fell

It's also called the Tempie of General Peace and the Bi g Buddha 
Temple, the 1 a 11 e r v/i th good rea son. The first courtyard i s very scenic 
and pleasant, the bell and drum towers being accompani ed by a stand of 
old pine trees, setting off roofs of brilliant green and gold tiles. 
The next building has a large statue of the Coming Buddha, or the 
Mai treya Buddha (Mai treya meax)s gentl eness or kindness). He i s always 
represented as very stout 5 with chest and abdomen exposed; his face 
has a laughing expression, s o he i s also known a s the Laughi ng Buddha . 
He was a pri nci pal Bodhi sattva of Sakyamuni1s retinue, though not one 
of the historical disciples. Sakyamuni met him i n the Tushi ta heaven 
and appointed him as his successor, to appear as Buddha after.5,00° 
years elapse. He stands (or sits) i n the first hall of Buddhist mona­
ster! es, and you can see a fine Maitreya at the Tempie of the Azure 
Clouds by the Western Hills. In the same building are the Four Heavenly 
Guardians, large wooden statues hidden somewhat i n the dark so bring 
your flash attachment.

In the next courtyard, two buildings standing to the sides contain the 
gold-painted 500 Lohan, sitting and standing, leaning on each other, 
laughing, contemplati ng , o r appeari ng sii g htly tipsy. A Lohan i s a 
di sci pl e of Buddha who has passed the di fferent stages of the Noble 
Path and wi11 not be reborn 3 though he will not become a Buddha ei ther. 
There were 18 major Lohan, or disciples, of Buddha, and each was 
assigned a retinue of 5 00 t o 1 ,600 subordinate Lohan t o a s s i st then. 
(You can see fine examples of the 500 Lohan near Beijing at,the Tempie 
of the Azure Clouds near the Western Hills.) On the back side of this 
square i s a larger building with three tall, solemn, standing Buddhas.

The centerpiece of the temple, however, i s reached .by climbing a steep 
stairway to a flagged square. Scattered about the square are many 
small buildings and dagobas, all i n the Tibetan style. Presiding over 
all i s a tall, 5-roofed bui 1 di ng of unpainted wood. Inside i s the Big 
Buddha, standing 66' taiT and therefore purportedly the largest wooden 
Buddha in the world. She i s Guanyin, the Goddess of Mercy. Tradi-. 
tionally, Guanyln has a thousand arms and eyes; to represent that idea, 
this statue has 42 arms with an eye i n each pal rn and three more eyes on 
the forehead. Each hand holds one of the Buddhi st symbols, and a Tibetan 
scarf hangs around her neck. A small Buddha kneels on her head to 
represent the "dim light Buddha," Guanyin's teacher. 0n either side .
stands an attendant, about 40*  tall , each wi th an arm upraised; they 
were students of Guanyi n, one a princess.
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PU LE TEMPLE

This last tempie was reached after a 1ong ride over a dirt road by a 
river that frequently overflows i ts banks and does further damage to 
the road. Like the Pu Ni ng Si, i t begins with a drum and bell tower, 
fol 1 owed by a statue of the Maitreya Buddha accompanied by the Four 
Heavenly Guardians; the next building holds three solemn seated 
Buddhas.

The centerpiece of the complex i s the Xu g u a n g Pa v i1 ion, o r Pav i1 ion o f 
the Light of the Rising Sun. It has a round double roof, remi ndi ng one 
of the Tempie of Heaven though with gold tiles. The tempie has no 
walls, but rather the roof i s supported by columns and the inner
i s open to the weather. The ornately coffered ceili n g i s g i1ded a nd 
rich beyond description. Under the roof i s a complex of perpendicu I ar 
beams forming an open h o u s i ng around a pair o f figures ^buried dee?】n 
the maze of the structure. The main figure i s about 3* 1 tall and has 
many arms and legs, two of the arms clasping a smaller figure to his 
chest, apparently performi ng the sexual act. This i s possibly gar, 
of a series of Hindu statues used to teach people about sex, but further 
details are presently unavailable.

If you have time, leave the tempie 5 walking out the front gate snd 
turning left; there's a path that leads into the corn fields behind 
and above the temple, and from there you can get an excellent photo­
graphic opportunity for shooting the entire.tempie grounds; and it you 
have a telephoto 1 ens you can shoot the Xumi Fushuo Miao and the Putuo 
Zongcheng Temples on a distant If you continue on up the hi ,
you will reach a strange rock formation rising starkly from the hill, 
visible from all around Chengde. .

GENERAL

There are now two hotels open to foreign guests J n the Chengde area... 
The trip can easily be made i n a weekend by taking two overm gnt train 
rides A third day would provide time for exploring the pIeasures or 
the park near the palace... As usual , traveling around.】n a mini-bus 
or by taxi makes up the most expensive part of your visit, and while 
the distances are not too great 5 returni ng to the hotel for * ^ncn an 
a rest does add up to a fair amount of milage. .. You can instead ren 
a bike i n town and pedal around, but it's best to have a Chi nese
speaker along to ask directions-

Be sure to 
structures

ore behind thi s tempie building as there are many smal1 
a gate to cl imb up for a nice view of the area.

she cut flesh from her arms and used i t to cure him. I n gratitude 
he ordered a statue o f her made with comple te limbs but was mi sunder- 
stood so the statue had many arms and heads . (I t must be noted , hov/- 
ever, that fo r many centu ri es Gua nyi n was shown a s a male figure.) 
While mainly a Buddhist figure, the Taoists al so worshipped Guanyi n 
for her disposition to save the lost, her purity and wisdom and 
marvel -v/orking power.
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KIJNMING TRAVEL TIP'-- THE STONE FORES[

happen
a three

shallow

al however, are

the

I nstead of 
the Stone

leave your 
on the buses ,

your hotel room.

Down to 
luggage at 
so be [ 
a group 
a ri」- 

buses this may 
pay for a I.

This is . jn o t a trip to take casual ly out 
“「二：..」，but i f you just 
and take the two-day trip

hour ride east of

Most forei gn 
path, which i s the easiest, 
turn left, you will find a 
you wind around, yo.u never 
aet lost quickly, you'll

more mundane as
the hotel i n Kunming.

overnight bag.

Alice i n 
less developed 

 ( - down again.
i to be handed ahead so you 

have to suck i n your breath tight 
And it's worth every ounce 

and you don't see many [

of Peking as it's in the far 
happen to be passing by, drop 
to the Stone Forest, a three

and easy; at times you 
Some of the steps are so 
can cling to the rocks, and you 
to get through some …
effort. It*s  a 
thi s area, even 
Stone 
fields 
map of

Forest i s nearby, 
and 
the

it seems 5 stay primarily on the main 
s if you leave the Pav11 ion and
5 No matter how long

but as many go on
In that case, don' t despair and 

bus and no gui

pects of the trip： you have to 
as there * s not much room - 

prepared to pack an overnight bag. If you're ^ot traveling with 
-and there's only one or two of you, you might be able

i de with a tour going to the Stone^Forest;
…二, not be possible. …x 一 ……

 taxi : take the public
it"costs Y3 each way (「一 ,

in Kunming, arrives 3 blocks .
twice a day. The hotel food is .
iAi cnpci ali ty) , the accommodations

揣看""•瞄"•潦。身嘿膊*" "

The Stone Forest i 
tall, soft \ 
Forest i s a r------ --- ------ 〃
together_like a forest of petrified screams 
earth. 一. 
noise. The hotel i s on the 
interesting of the two a 
of hours i f you wish, 
like area, with a few rugged rock; 
maze covering many acres. — 
Forest Viewing Pavi1ion which provides a 
extent of the area. Back down into the^ maze 
path, you wi11 eventually come to a 
cliff-like crags・, red-painted engraved poems 
absolutely still water. This is a 一’ 

much used on Chi nese calendars and

and Chi nese touri sts 5
However,  .

maze of smal1 trails. .一 一 . j 3
seem to repeat yourself; and while you I I 
so eventually find your way out.

WonderlanTnever^had it so good 眺咬]矣' oaadIv
■ climb straight up and then s^eegi,

steep that bags have l：.二八

]even _ ---- ,-
j narrow passages.

photographer's paradise  .
the Chi nese preferi rig the easier p：th...

simply a clusteri ng c f e e ： c2' 
quite pl easant but.not nearly so dramatic... 
area, in English, i n

? of 
people i n 

The Minor
of rocks spread out i n some 

You rece i ve a

southern area of China 
in at Kunmi ng 七.一——一

to hi tch . 
n mi ni - 
d don't

i de (don 11 need one anyway).
(]980^Dri ces)5 stops right i n front of the hotel
(P f^om the Stone Forest hotel, and runs about 

qui te good (a fried white cheese is the 
are simple, and i n the evening a 

solendidly for an hour with
• - * Loads of fun.

Kunmi ng.

s-八,s made of 1imestone rocks , like Guilin, 
humped hills with lush growth on them, however, 

maze of craggy, dram^ti c, slate-gray ^ocks, clustere 
- • - - --------3 from the bowels .of the

Trees crop up unexpectedly i n glowing greens to soft^n the 
irees crup p .. ed of the Major Stone Forest, the most 

reas to visit, and you can see i t i n a couple 
or spend much longer there. You start in a park- 

. ' ; scattered around, but soon enter a
An early turn to the left leads to the Stone 

n excel 1 ent-over-view of the 
,following a wide, easy 
pond winding among the.tall, 

_ reflecti ng perfectly i n the
popular photographic location and is 
books.
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THE BUND AND BEYOND
-by Tess Johnston

NOT SO FAR BEYOND...

...lies the city of Yangzhou. It has a history going back 2,480 years, so 
it's not exactly a New Town. Marco Polo dropped by, as did the Emperor 
Qian Long, frequently. Lying astride the Grand Canal and on the Mighty 
Yangtze, it made its money in shipping and salt and once was so rich 
that it was known as “the financial force which ranked first under 
heaven.w

As the brochure so charmingly states, “local officials and salt merchants 
spared no money in recruiting crackajack workmen and going in for 
large-scale construction, excavating ponds and piling up rockeries.The 
result is mansions and gardens such as God would have created had he 
had the money, as a famous wit once said (I forget who).

So if you are tired of Suzhou and Hangzhou and all those tourists, try 
this other Zhou. Yangzhou is less than four hours north of Shanghai 
using the Huning Freeway (the one to Nanjing). You get on just north of 
town, pass through Nanjing, and take the spectacular bridge across the 
Yangtze, then follow the Yangzhou signs. Of course it always helps to 
have in the car someone who reads Chinese, so try to recruit one of your 
local friends to go along as a Walking (in this case Riding) Dictionary.

Don't be discouraged when you enter your typical terminally-tacky 
modern city. Just head toward Slender West Lake (Shou Xi Hu) and 
then ask for directions to the Museum. Why the Museum? Because it 
lies on the small stream that you are seeking, and on one side is the 
Yangzhou Guest House and on the other the Xiyuan (West Garden) 
Hotel. We recommend the former. Its pretentious chandeliered lobby of 
marble and gilt belies its quite modest rates (try for an off-season 
discount and I think you'll get it). The room r^te even includes a Chinese 
breakfast.

Park at the hotel and do not touch your car again! Bicycle rickshaws 
abound (at RMB 5 to 10, depending on how far you go) and are a silent 



and serene way to travel around Yangzhou s old area. So put aside your 
squeamish scruples about humans thus transporting humans; the 
pullers are a cheerful lot and are just trying to earn a living. I will admit, 
however, that the sight of them pulling fat foreigners sent their 
colleagues into gales of laughter as we passed by. Thankfully most of us 
can't understand what the layabouts are saying (one of the few 
advantages of not speaking the lingo).

There is so much to see that you'll just have to buy a guidebook at the 
hotel gift shop and make your own choices. The Slender West Lake and 
its five-towered bridge is a must (with its hefty entrance price it better 
be). Be sure to hire a paddle boat (RMB 10/hour). It was a hard choice 
between the Ducks and the Cars, but in the end the Cars won. They 
really do look like little VW beetles scooting around on top the water.
The lake is long and narrow (hence its name) so we recommend that, just 
inside the main entrance, you take a big boat (for RMB 10) and ride to 
the farthermost point on the lake and then walk back.

Our absolute favorite distraction was the Bird/Fish/ Flower/ Pet Market 
on the banks of the small stream near our hotel. There we replenished 
our cricket supply, bought exotic bug-eyed Japanese fish, looked at birds 
of every possible species, saw a sweet baby Sharpei with its skin in folds 
like it was wearing its mother's coat, petted Pekes, and had a swell time. 
Kids will love it. I loved it. By the way, Yangzhou is sure my kind of 
town - ifs a dog's town! We saw many of them being proudly walked by 
their owners on the streets in broad daylight, something forbidden in 
Shanghai. (Luckily I am overloaded with dogs or I would have been 
sorely tempted to buy that adorable Sharpei.)

Of course you'll want to see a few famous gardens, the Grand Canal, a 
temple, the usual stuff, and then you've earned the right to eat eat eat. 
Yangzhou is famous for its food (and its barbers ― so you can als? get 
your hair cut!). We recommend for your first night a small and simple 
restaurant with a thatched roof right on the water. Go out the hotel, 
turn right and walk down to the stream bank and it's the nearest one to 
the Yangzhou Guest House. Dim sum are their specialty - and to die for. 
But they will fix almost anything you ask for.

You sit overlooking the water through latticed wooden windows and time 
turns back a century (except for those ubiquitous neon lights). The only 
shock will be when you get the bill - it was a big RMB 53 for five, with 
food left over. Then you can walk a few paces farther and hire a Duck 
Boat and pedal down the stream to work off all those baozis and jiaozis.

We can only tell you so much, but you can easily discover it on your 
own. The old area is quite compact and a weekend should be about 



enough to do it justice. Since one seldom sees a Western face there, the 
natives are both friendly and bemused (lots of gawking). Best of all, they 
seem not to have learned how to hustle foreign tourists, at least not at 
the places where we went. So wandering around with map in hand is 
hassle-free and highly recommended.

As an added treat for your return trip, take the ferry back across the 
Yangtze to Zhenjiang (it costs an unbelievable RMB 15 for a car with five 
passengers). As you exit the ferry ramp, look left to spot a pagoda atop a 
hill. If time permits stop by this Buddhist temple and pagoda on Jin 
Shan Mountain. Then ten minutes through the outskirts of Zhenjiang 
(here is where you need your Walking Dictionary) to the Huning Freeway 
again, zoom off (paying heavy tolls), and you are back in Shanghai in 3+ 
hours, with several US-style rest-stops along the way for last minute 
grazing and gift-buying.

In sum, Yummy Yangzhou - A Great Getaway..




